Studies in Isaiah
The Prophets Series

Background of the Book

» General
o0 Isaiah one of the best known prophetic books
0 Much literary merit — somewhat lost in translation
= Many word pictures in Hebrew
0 Spoke of the Kingdom period more than any othepiped
» Much of what we know about the Messianic Kingdordus to Isaiah’s
visions
* Author
o lIsaiah was “the son of Amoz” — and author (thougime divide the book into
multiple authorships, there is shaky reason (p85tc) to support this — and it
causes a shadow on the scripture’s own account)
o Isaiah means “God is Salvation”
o Isaiahlikely (is not known for certain) lived in or near Jelesa It appears that
he had access to the royal court.
» Jewish tradition puts him as a cousin of King Uhzia
* No firm evidence proves this
o0 He was married with two sons
0 He ministered at least 58 years (possibly much jnore
» Heb. 11:37 notes the “sawing in two” of the sawitsld (without specific
reference)
» Justin Martyr (second century) claims Isaiah wastyned by King
Manasseh by being sawed in two
» |saiah’s martyrdom is somewhat upheld in tradition
* Time
0 lIsaiah prophesied during the reigns of Uzziah,amthAhaz, and Hezekian (kings
of Judah)
» Uzziah (790-739)
»  Jotham (750-732)
» Ahaz (735-715)
» Hezekiah (715-686)
Isaiah’s prophetic ministry began around
0 His prophetic ministry lasted until after Hezekidikrd, as he wrote a biography of
Hezekiah (2 Chron 32:32). He also wrote of (AsayrKing) Sennacherib’s death
(37:38) in 681 BC.
= Qverall, he ministered from at least 739 (the yézziah died [see 6:1])
until Sennacherib’s death (681) for a total ofeatst 58 years.
* Historical Climate
0 These were years of struggle in Israel’s history:
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= Northern kingdom (Israel) struggled & ultimatelyi fi® the Assyrians in
722 BC, the early third of Isaiah’s ministry

* Amos had prophesied this eventuality (during Uzzigarlier
reign)

» Jonah fled to Tarshish rather than to warn Nindeakey Assyrian
city) of God’s judgmenbn them likely in hopes that God would
destroy them before they destroyed Israel (didwtkithat way)

» Southern Kingdom (Judah) had thus far enduredwieue weakened and
very susceptible to falling to Assyria as well.

» After Isaiah’s time, of course, they too were exile

o Daniel & royal youth — 606 BC
0 The later remnant (king, family, eminent Jews) 985
o Another deportation in 588 and again in 582
» Hosea (Israel) and Micah (Judah) were Isaiah’sasopbraries
Spiritual Climate
o Mirrored the struggle politically
o Uzziah — generally good king — did what was righthe Lord for the most part —
but failed to remove idolatry from the land
o His son, Jothan, walked similarly — He had actercegent during Uzziah’s
segregation due to leprosy —

» God gave him leprosy when he attempted to do thvé& wioa priest — he
burned incense on the golden altar of incenseuelstvith leprosy —
confined to seclusion the rest of his life

o Ahaz - terrible & wicked king — overthrew worship®od in every area he could
— broke every commandment he could — closed thesddidhe Temple
ultimately — attempted to remove God'’s influendeggther — Isaiah publicly
rebuked the king (along with Micah and Hosea) ‘whs disregarded by the
nation

0 Hezekiah — set about reviving temple worship —$@uesuccess in destroying
idol worship in the land — Isaiah was treated fabdy during Hezekiah’s reign

» Time for reform had passed: the nation was pdise&od’s judgment

Purpose
0 The overall purpose of the book was to remind Judddheir promises granted by
God through Abraham

» He calls them to repent — trust God — and not dggd and captured by
Assyria (as was the warning of Deut. 28)

* God scolds them via numerous prophesies as togiméiiness
before him and their need to repent

» He foresees the future kingdom:

* He encourages them with numerous kingdom passageddter
day when they will see Messiah as King of theiteshination

* Even (knowing) though the nation may fall, God’smises were
for a future restoration

0 He speaks of “comfort” extensively in the latteopiesies
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Chapter 1: God’s Rebuke of Judah and Jerusalem

The Authority

Isaiah 1:1 (ESV)
'The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which hesawerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days
of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings aditdud

» This written account — which would have been perdatt — notes of the earliest
warnings of Isaiah:
o Back to the time of Uzziah — through the time ofzkladah —
» Thus, the actual prophecies (orally given) coverttmes of all of the
kings; as a story presented over the course okyear
* ‘“vision” — hazon(khaw-zone’) — an oracle, dream, revelation. Atef prophetic
foresight; almost always inferring divine inspiaatias its source
* “concerning Judah and Jerusalem”
o0 The direct message was for them to hear and redporide was their prophet for
that day; we have the benefit today still of whatsvgiven to them by way of
prophecy

Isaiah 1:2a (ESV)
2Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth; for the DOTs spoken:

* Once again, affirming that this is “the word of therd”
* “the LORD”
o0 When you see capital “LORD” in most modern transtabf OT passages
» Is “yhwh” —“Jehovah” (or “Yahweh”) — Israel's natial proper name for
God
» |tis the name of certain identification; a holyma
* Not even read aloud in texts where it appeared
* “hear o heavens” and “give ear o earth”
0 A calling of the heavens and the earth —
» The inhabitants of God’s audience (angels)
» The inhabitants of the earth
o0 To hear what Jehovah will say
o The picture:
= A great case is being brought: an indictment by Gagjainst Judah
= The cosmos and the earth are being called to listas witnesses

The First Charge: Rebellion

The Nature of their Rebellion

|saiah 1:2b-3 (ESV)

?[the LORD has spoken:] “Children have | reared amaught up, but they have rebelled
against me®The ox knows its owner, and the donkey its masteibs but Israel does not know,
my people do not understand.”
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* As disobedient children:
o0 “children | have reared and brought up”
* As his own household turning against him
* He brought Abraham a promised line
* He preserved that line into a nation
* He rescued them from slavery in Egypt
* He restored them to their homeland and granted eneation
o0 “but they have rebelled against me”
» As prodigals; they turned against the provisiotheir father
* Less understanding than an animal:
o Even the ox knows it's owner — but Judah does nowkGod
0 The donkey knows it's master’s crib (a manger,tal)s
0 “but Israel does not know, my people do not underst

The Substance of Their Rebellion

Isaiah 1:4 (ESV)

* Ah, sinful nation, a people laden with iniquityfspfing of evildoers, children who deal
corruptly! They have forsaken the LORD, they haapised the Holy One of Israel, they are
utterly estranged.

* “Ah, sinful nation”
o “sinful”’ — hata(khaw-taw’) — a general sinfulness, lack of puritgyving missed
the mark (from “miss”) — guilty
* “apeople laden with iniquity”
o ‘“laden” —kabed(kaw-bade’) term also translated “great” — “griesbu
» Pointing to a heavy dose of... (sin)
o ‘“iniquity”
= A stronger term for sin
= Awon(ah-vone’) — perversity — evil — gross moral fedlu
» “offspring of evildoers”
o0 Noting the cyclical nature of their scenario:
» The parents were evildoers — thus the childrereaildoers
» Demonstrating the nature of one not only sinnirfitleading a new
generation to do the same
0 “children who deal corruptly”
» Theyare that second generation — who will deal corrupfitteeir parents
did
» “forsaken the LORD”
0 Lit. “relinquished” or “loosened”
o This term is used identically in the OT @ostasieandaphestem{apostasy) are
used in the NT.
* |t means that one whormerly knewthe Lord has intentionally “cut him
loose” — as it were — in favor of their own liking
» “despised”
0 Having apostatized, they have thus despised the Lor
o Lit. “scorned” or “blasphemed”
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» Very strong term of rejection
* “Holy One of Israel”
o0 This phrase occurs 25 times in the book
o This term is used to contrast the sins of the petipthe pristine Holy (set apart)
nature of their God
=  “holy” hinges on “uniqueness” — being “set apart”
» God presents himself athe ONE” when he presents himselftag Holy
One the strong point is: “there is no other”
o ‘“utterly estranged”
o KJV renders more literally: “gone away backward”
» The picture once again is that of apostasy:
* They were coming forward to the Lord
* They ceased, stopped,
* And now are going away backward

The Results of Rebellion

Isaiah 1:5-9 (ESV)

>Why will you still be struck down? Why will you tinae to rebel? The whole head is sick, an
the whole heart fainf From the sole of the foot even to the head, tren®isoundness in it, but
bruises and sores and raw wounds; they are notseesut or bound up or softened with 6il.
Your country lies desolate; your cities are burméth fire; in your very presence foreigners
devour your land; it is desolate, as overthrowrfdmgigners® And the daughter of Zion is left
like a booth in a vineyard, like a lodge in a cubemfield, like a besieged cit}if the LORD of
hosts had not left us a few survivors, we shouiceteeen like Sodom, and become like

Gomorrah.

* A symbolic portrayal:
o V5 rhetorical notes:
»  “why will you be struck down?”
* God will discipline them. He will maintain them ks people.
God has always nurtured them, cared for them, hegt heeds,
and disciplined them!
= “why will you continue to rebel?”
» Knowing this, why would they rebel again?
o0 They are currently seeing Israel (the northern ¢arg)
suffering in captivity of Assyria
o0 They have been warned already that they wouldifadh
the very same sword
0 Yet, they continue to remain estranged from God in
rebellion
o God’s commentary: a notice as to the harm they evbtihg upon themselves.
God equates their national harm to that of a wodrmbely: (v5-6)
* “the whole head is sick, the whole heart faint”
» It appears he depicts a victim of a beating —ditgr
* The head and heart are affected - so severe is it
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= “from the sole of the feet even to the head, tiere soundness in it, but
bruises and sores and raw wounds”
* “no soundness” — once again appealing to theiclagihe did in
v5 — “why??”
* “bruises and sores and raw wounds”
o Internal bruises, external raw wounds, and sorgisating
former wounds that had remained unhealed from befor
o0 The picture is one who subjects himself to a treshoes
beating — routinely
» “from the sole of the feet even to the head”
0 The entire nation would be beaten — as the entidy of a
man feels the pain from such
o Continuing from the “raw wounds”
=  “they are not pressed out or bound up or softenda oW’
* They are untreated.
0 Pressed out = closed up or stitched
o Bound up = wrapped to keep clean and from being
reopened
o Softened with oil = to keep scabbing from rippingen
with use
The literal portrayal

0 Your country lies desolate;
» This term is used of Israel’s enemiesmumerougprophetic occasions. It

is a term of utter devestation, and unlivable cbods overall
0 your cities are burned with fire;
» the mode of desolation: things will literally besdroyed — not just
figuratively — but with fire
0 inyour very presence foreigners devour your land;
= there will be a literal invasion
» people will move in, destroy, and plunder
o itis desolate, as overthrown by foreignérand the daughter of Zion is left like a
booth in a vineyard, like a lodge in a cucumbeldfiéike a besieged city.
* “pooth in a vineyard” and “lodge in a cucumberdiel
* These small huts were erected on farmland as a fdaevorkers
to take shelter from heat and watch the fieldsrdutheir busy
growing and harvest seasons.

0 After harvest, the fields were bare — vines brokédruit
harvested — and the huts were abandoned to rbéipdst-
harvest season. New ones would be erected ttuavialy
year.

o °If the LORD of hosts had not left us a few sungyere should have been like
Sodom, and become like Gomorrah.
» Sodom and Gomorrah were never heard from agaiey Were utterly
eradicated of human life.
» Israel would be on the verge of that very scenaxaept that God would
leave some survivors in the land.
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Interpretational note:
This text was also quoted in Rom 9

Romans 9:27-29 (ESV)
2" And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: “Though tember of the sons of Israel be as the sand
of the sea, only a remnant of them will be satdr the Lord will carry out his sentence upon
the earth fully and without delay® And as Isaiah predicted, “If the Lord of hosts haat left us
offspring, we would have been like Sodom and betigmm&omorrah.”

Rom. 9-11 depict the nature of the gospel gointhéogentiles and returning to Israel “in the
end” (prior to the kingdom period)

Thus, this text is noted to have a “near” and &' ‘ffamification.

* Near — the Assyrians would destroy Judah to an afi¢heir survival; carry many off &
put them into slavery
* Far - via typology — a future desolation would ateme upon them — with only a
remnant to be saved
o This is the content of Jesus’ many warnings to théout rejecting himself:
o0 Matthew 23:37-39 (ESV)
37«0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills theppets and stones those who
are sent to it! How often would | have gatheredrnychildren together as a hen
gathers her brood under her wings, and you woult*A8ee, your house is left {o
you desolate® For | tell you, you will not see me again, untilysay, ‘Blessed is
he who comes in the name of the Lord.””

The call to hear

Isaiah 1:10 (ESV)
®Hear the word of the LORD, you rulers of Sodom!eGiar to the teaching of our God, you
people of Gomorrah!

» Isaiah internalizes what the Lord had said:
0 Not only are theyikenedto Sodom & Gomorrah
0 lIsaiah adds insult to injury by actuattglling themby those names
= “rulers of Sodom”
» “people of Gomorrah”

The Second Charge: Insincere Worship

Isaiah 1:11-15 (ESV)

1wWhat to me is the multitude of your sacrificesysthe LORD:; | have had enough of burnt
offerings of rams and the fat of well-fed beastip inot delight in the blood of bulls, or of lamb
or of goats“When you come to appear before me, who has reduifgou this trampling of
my courts?3Bring no more vain offerings; incense is an abortiorato me. New moon and
Sabbath and the calling of convocations— | cannduee iniquity and solemn assemBfy¥our
new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hédeg;have become a burden to me; | am
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weary of bearing themi>When you spread out your hands, | will hide my éy@s you; even
though you make many prayers, | will not listenjrybbands are full of blood.

Their Worship Was Phony

1«what to me is the multitude of your sacrifices9séhe LORD: | have had enough of burnt
offerings of rams and the fat of well-fed beastdo Inot delight in the blood of bulls, or of lambs,
or of goats?“When you come to appear before me, who has reduifeyou this trampling of

my courts?

* “multitude of your sacrifices”
0 God sees their sacrifices as nothing more thamaahuradition or perhaps a
follied attempt at his pleasure — yet without reépene

= His point throughout the text is Israel’s continisal

» In this section he speaks strongly against th&e faorship actions which
bear no truth because they do not come from sirceags

* l|saiah 1:4 (ESV)
* Ah, sinful nation, a people laden with iniquityfspiring of
evildoers, children who deal corruptly! They hawesbken the
LORD, they have despised the Holy One of Israe}; tre utterly
estranged.
o0 “multitude” may also refer to a doubling up of séices in the thoughts that they
would reap God'’s favor
o The burnt offerings were intended as the meansinfiing about reconciliation
for sin — and restoration to God

» But they never stopped their sin — they had naiie, no desire, for
reconciliation and restoration to God.

» Rather, their worship was ritualistic, hollow, goaksibly viewed as a sort
of sacramentalistic means of instigating God’s fg@oselfish basis for
worship)

* “l do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of lasbor of goats”
0 God’s delight in temple worship is in the conttiarts of his people
o For those who are “laden with iniquity” who haver$aken the Lord” he has no
delight in seeing them conduct the motions of wirshwithout any heartfelt
conviction concerning him whatsoever
o This is the same question the Lord put to Saul:

» 1 Samuel 15:22 (ESV)

22 And Samuel said, “Has the LORD as great delighiumt offerings
and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LOBEhold, to obey is
better than sacrifice, and to listen than the fataoms.

» Saul had disobeyed God on an order for the utterakion of the
Amalekites — he kept the king alive to taunt hifnekept the best
of the sheep and oxen to sacrifice to the Lord

» God stated that he desirededienceather tharsacrifices

» He makes the same assessment here:

0 “l do not delight in the blood of bulls...”

* “who has required of you this trampling of my catirt
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o0 The factis: they are doing everything they argegpd to be doing: (burnt
offerings, blood offerings, etc)
» God himselthad requirecthe offering of the sacrifices and each of the
worship practices he notes
= However, theyare not doing that..they are going through motions
o But, they are doing it in an utterly contemptuond asincere way because the
presume to worship without obeying God — they pretieeir sacrifices without
repentance
0 Their worship — which should be honoring to God -Adthing more than “the
trampling of my courts”
= “trample” — Hebramas— a term denoting a treading down, to stamp, or
to violently stomp down something
* This is the root of the term used in Isaiah 63
0 Isaiah 63:3 (ESV)
34 have trodden the winepress alone, and from thepes
no one was with me; | trod them in my anger anchpbked
them in my wrath; their lifeblood spattered on my
garments, and stained all my apparel.
* As the Lord violently stamping out grapes — the saaot term is
used to refer to the Judeans in their carryingobtiteir worship
practice

God Detests It

13Bring no more vain offerings: incense is an abortiorato me. New moon and Sabbath and
the calling of convocations— | cannot endure inigaind solemn assembiy Your new moons
and your appointed feasts my soul hates; they bageme a burden to me; | am weary of

bearing them.

* The Command: “Bring no more vain offerings’
o ‘“vain” — Heb.shaw(shahv) —
= Familiar with the typical translation/interpretatiof vanity:
“uselessness” “purposelessness”
» This term also carries a strong theological cortrantan its very
definition
* A desolating, idolatrous and deceptive evil — asrdition —
which results in useless worship (as if God dogsknow one’s
true motivations)
* This is the term of the third commandment: "Yoalshot take
the name of the LORD your God in vain”

o The implication is to make light of that which islj— to
treat as thoughtless that which should consumesone’
concentration in grasp

» OQverall: itis to make (or put) that which is s, pointless, without
merit in God’s place in most OT usages
* The issue is nainly uselessness of the choice made-
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* The issue is also the usurping of God’s rightfabskin worship,
glory and honor
The Examples (of vain worship):
0 incense is an abomination to me
» the burning of incense is a prescribed elementToféinple (or
tabernacle) worship
» It was to be used according to specific requiresient
* Exodus30:34-38 (ESV)
%The LORD said to Moses, “Take sweet spices, stantg,
onycha, and galbanum, sweet spices with pure fraxekise (of
each shall there be an equal pafhand make an incense blended
as by the perfumer, seasoned with salt, pure amd #forou shall
beat some of it very small, and put part of it befine testimony in
the tent of meeting where | shall meet with yoah#ll be most
holy for you®’ And the incense that you shall make according to
its composition, you shall not make for yourselMeshall be for
you holy to the LORD®Whoever makes any like it to use as
perfume shall be cut off from his people.”
* Incense was symbolic of prayer:
0 Psalm141:1-2 (ESV)
1O LORD, I call upon you; hasten to me! Give eamiyp
voice when | call to youfiLet my prayer be counted as
incense before you, and the lifting up of my haasthe
evening sacrifice!
0 Revelation 5:8 (ESV)
8 And when he had taken the scroll, the four living
creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down keethe
Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of
incense, which are the prayers of the saints.
» Here, the Lord notes that it is “an abominatio’ lfurn incense!)
» Toeba(to-ay-baw’) — one of three terms that can refeario
abomination. This is the strongest of the three.
* An abomination is defined as “things or practicesarent to
God”
» Thus, incense — representing prayers to God —aflpavho are not
listeningto God — is an abomination to him.
* This end result is that he is being sought oubfdy what he
might give to the worshipper — the worshipper hasnterest in
God'’s desires — only his own.
* Heis using God as a means to an end — like tharpgods are
used
o New moon and Sabbath and the calling of convocstieh cannot endure
iniquity and solemn assembly.
* Once again, new moon and Sabbath celebrationequéed. These are
the “regular” worship events.
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» Convocations speaks generally to all of the speelajious observances
(the 7 feasts)
* Not only are the regular worship festivities a ledsut the people
cannot even muster sincerity for the special Halysd
» God’s assessment: “I cannot endure iniquity aeinso assembly.”
* “solemn assembly” —

0 The nature of the worship assembly — to be befa@ G
with contrite, sincere hearts — in worship — ineefance

0 The nature of whathould be the norraf the “new moon
and Sabbath” meetings and the special “convocdtions

e “iniquity”

o Awen(ah’-ven) — the character of those who are without

God; corrupted by sin, vile, corrupted
* Theidea:

o0 The Holy things of God are being handled with heaft
iniquity; the characteristic of God’s enemies; paga
gentiles with their false gods

o0 God says, “I cannot endure” it

0 The conclusion:

*Your new moons and your appointed feasts my seeshthey have become a
burden to me; | am weary of bearing them.

»  Godhatestheir worship
» Sane(saw-nay’) a term God uses to refer to his fealialgout his
enemies!
0 He doesn’t say he hates Judah — he says he hates th
worship, which he requires, and should love
o “l am weary of bearing them”
» The image is of God having to lift a great weight i
order to tolerate their worship practices

God Has Rejected It

1>When you spread out your hands, | will hide my éyes you: even though you make many
prayers, | will not listen; your hands are full bliood.

* The end result: God will reject their worship cdetply — he will not see, he will not
hear
o '*When you spread out your hands, | will hide my éyes you
»  “gpread out your hands” refers to calling on Gaqatsvision, help,
guidance (this is their motive for the false wopghilt is a typical posture
for prayer:
* 1Kings8:22 (ESV)

>2Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORén
presence of all the assembly of Israel and spradadis hands
toward heaven,
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* EzZra9:5(ESV)
® And at the evening sacrifice | rose from my fastimigh my
garment and my cloak torn, and fell upon my kneesspread out
my hands to the LORD my God,
* Psalm 88:9 (ESV)
°my eye grows dim through sorrow. Every day | cabruyou, O
LORD; I spread out my hands to you.
o even though you make many prayers, | will notriste
» referring to the shear numbers of prayers
» even though they be many, God will not hear
o0 your hands are full of blood.
» Reaffirmation of their sin: when your hands alised in prayer, | see
blood on them.
* He will note later in the chapter the nature ofrtih@quity and the
blood on their hands:

o0 Isaiah 1:23 (ESV)
23Your princes are rebels and companions of thieves.
Everyone loves a bribe and runs after gifts. Theyot
bring justice to the fatherless, and the widow'ssmdoes
not come to them.

o (among other thingghey are lovers of self-gratification:
the rulers are friends with thieves, taking brilzes]
finding external payments for the jobs they shaiddor
the love of justice

The Solution: Repentance

The Nature of Repentance

Isaiah 1:16-17 (ESV)

®Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remowevthef your deeds from before my eyes
cease to do evil/learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppresshming justice to the
fatherless, plead the widow's cause.

* The nature of repentance expounded upon: to tam §in and turn to righteousness
o while the term “repent” is not used, the sentimsmtrystal clear:
» Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean
» vl15 notes, “your hands are full of blood”
o and the solution is “wash and make yourselves tlean
» remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes
« “from before my eyes” — in their worship practicédsir continued
sin was merely brought into God’s presence
* With no repentant heart, they did not draw neavaoship, but to
win an appeasement for their continued sin
= cease to do evit/learn to do good
* The full nature of repentance again revealed:
0 “cease to do evil” — to turn from sin

12|Page



0 “learn to do good” — to turn to righteousness
Some specific sins exposed (Note: the issue atitja” here are not to be confused with
our modern calls to “social justice” in the gospel)
0 Seek justice,
»  “justice” - Heb.mishpat(mish-pot’) “judgment” or “verdict” — a righteous
judicial decree — concerning law
* This is not pointing to the problem of oppressethérless and
widows not having the riches of others — it is pioig to them not
receiving the legal justice of others
» He expounds in the rest of the text:
* l|saiah 1:23 (ESV)
ZYour princes are rebels and companions of thielzesryone
loves a bribe and runs after gifts. They do noh@ijustice to the
fatherless, and the widow’s cause does not cortteeta.
0 ‘“princes” — Hebsar, “the head person” “governor” “ruler”
— not necessarily the son of a king, but the “nmacharge”
0 The issue is that the rulers who are supptsegbhold the
law are instead after their own financial advancement!
= “everyone loves a bribe and runs after gifts.”

Thus, they are not seeking justice — but payment.

0 The end result is that those who do not make a {joiod)
cannot bribe them, and cannot thus get any legatpi
from the law.

= They do not bring justice to the fatherless, ared th
widow’s cause does not come to them.

(@)

o Correct oppression
» the remedy to injustice: “correct oppression”
» “correct” Heb.asher(aw-share’) — “to be straight with” “to be
honest” or “to relieve”
*» The idea is that of “having integrity with”
» “oppression” Hebhamos(khaw-motse’) — difficult to translate:

o Technically: “violent” or “violence” — or “robber"one

who oppresses” would be accurate
* Translationally, this text can be handled two ways:

o Stringently it says: “deal straight with oppressiavhich
can mean “help the oppressed” or “act justly towtaed
oppressors”

o Translators go both ways:

= “correct oppression” — ESV

» “encourage the oppressed” — NIV

» “relieve the oppressed” — KJV

= “reprove the ruthless” — NASB
o ESV is more accurate in the straight translatipmatess
0 The idea is the same either way:

» “deal straight with oppression”

* That means — “relieve the oppressed”
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* And it means — “correct the oppressor”
0 bring justice to the fatherless, plead the widoedsise
» the fatherless child is poor; as is the widow
» these are they who have no means to finance justideen the princes are
looking for a bribe (v23)
= To correct the situation, their cases are to bpgntg heard by judges who
execute right judgment:
* ‘“bring justice” (to the fatherless)
0 “justice” — Heb.shapat(shaw-fat’) “to judge” in the strict
sense — irrespective of guilt or innocence — it mseta
either vindicate or punish — but to do it justightly
o ‘“plead” (the widow’s cause)
o “plead” — Heburib (reeb) lit. “to grapple” “to wrangle” — to
contend for — to seriously engage as opposed tputot
forth effort in

The Decision To Be Made

Isaiah 1:18-20 (NI V)

8*Come now, let us reason together," says the LORBough your sins are like scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow; though they are redriasson, they shall be like wodflIf you are
willing and obedient, you will eat the best frore tand;*°but if you resist and rebel, you will b
devoured by the sword." For the mouth of the LORB $poken.

D

18*Come now, let us reason together," says the LORD

* This call is a call to Judah to return to her sengebe rational
o ‘“reason” Hebyakah(yaw-kah’) — “to decide, justify or convict” — this another
legal “court” term, used for the argumentation aedotiation of a case:
0 God’s call is to reason — with him — over the isatéch hewill judge
= He will offer pros for the right decision
» He will offer cons for the wrong decision
= He will make no mistake, however: she will choasd he will respond
accordingly. There is no question what will comigase on her choice.
o The ideais that if Judah “reasons” the facts,wgitlenake the right decision

The Results of Obedience

* Their sins will be forgiven:
o "Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall sendnite as snow; though they
are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.”
» As God has always granted, his grace will coveir gias if they would
repent.
» their “pointless” sacrifices would be accepted
» their weary worship would be received
» their prayers would be heard
» The contrast is granted between guilt an innocetize:guilt of their
continued sin and disdain for their worship — amelihnocence that comes
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from being forgiven; when sins are turned from, amaship is offered in
sincerity
» Guiltis as red like scarlet or crimson
* Innocence is white like snow or wool
* This imagery would unmistakably remind them of piniee for sin:
blood
* They will remain in the Land — untouched by their enemies
o ' If you are willing and obedient, you will eat thesb from the land;
= “eat the best from the land” is the peaceful existewithout judgment
» At home — with good producing crops — a bountyrimy
» This promise is reminiscent of God’s original prees for them: Israel
was given Canaan with this promise in mind
* Deuteronomy 6:10-12 (ESV)
19«And when the LORD your God brings you into thedahat he
swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, andacob, to give
you—with great and good cities that you did notdydt and
houses full of all good things that you did ndt &ihd cisterns that
you did not dig, and vineyards and olive trees tat did not
plant—and when you eat and are ftifithen take care lest you
forget the LORD, who brought you out of the lan&gypt, out of
the house of slavery.
* Deuteronomy 6:20-25 (ESV)
20“\When your son asks you in time to come, ‘Whatésrheaning
of the testimonies and the statutes and the rhigsthe LORD our
God has commanded youf?then you shall say to your son, ‘We
were Pharaoh’s slaves in Egypt. And the LORD browghout of
Egypt with a mighty hand?And the LORD showed signs and
wonders, great and grievous, against Egypt and mgjdPharaoh
and all his household, before our ey&And he brought us out
from there, that he might bring us in and givehesland that he
swore to give to our fathers' And the LORD commanded us to do
all these statutes, to fear the LORD our God, far good always,
that he might preserve us alive, as we are this @and it will be
righteousness for us, if we are careful to do lai tommandment
before the LORD our God, as he has commanded us.’

The Results of Disobedience

» Destruction
o “but if you resist and rebel, you will be devourgdte sword.” For the mouth of
the LORD has spoken.
= “devoured by the sword” is what Isaiah eluded tdiea
e lIsaiah 1:5(ESV)
>Why will you still be struck down? Why will you tinoe to
rebel? The whole head is sick, and the whole Haant.
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e lsaiah 1:7 (ESV)
"Your country lies desolate; your cities are burmth fire; in
your very presence foreigners devour your lands desolate, as
overthrown by foreigners.
» The “reasoning together” the Lord mentioned ead®sesnotinclude an
alternative to his punishment for disobedience:
» If they disobey — he&vill devour thenby the swords of their
enemies (Assyria)
* If they obey — havill sustain themn their homeland, in peace
* He affirms this with his vow:
o For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.
» Thus, “this is an unconditional promise” -witll be
as | have said, and there is nothing you can do but
choose wisely.

A Coming Renovation

The Current Condition Restated

Isaiah 1:21-23 (ESV)
ZL'How the faithful city has become a whore, she wh® fll of justice! Righteousness lodged |n
her, but now murdereré?Your silver has become dross, your best wine miiddwater.?®Your
princes are rebels and companions of thieves. Everyoves a bribe and runs after gifts. They
do not bring justice to the fatherless, and theomit cause does not come to them.

Note: parallelism in the textEach line represents a former gadsent reality — (then restated)

2L How the faithful city hadecome a whore, (she who was full of justice! Righteousness
lodged in her, butow murderers.)

22Your silver hasrecome dross, your best winenixed with water. (**Your princes areebels
and companions of thieves.)

 ?’How the faithful city has become a whore
o Imagery of a faithful spouse — wiwrnedinto a whore
» Faithful - Hebaman(aw-man’) — same root asnen(aw-mane’) — which
transliterates “amen”
* Aman- the verb form — the process of faithfulness
* Amen-the adverb form (truly) — the quality of faithfubee
* both carry the same root meaning: to believeyetéaithful, to be
permanent or true
o the procedural actions of a good wifghe is faithful
» whore — Hebzana(zah-nah’) — also a verb — whoredom (as an action)
“to go whoring” — “harlotry” — committing adultery.
* Term carries imagery of being “fed and wanton” e itea of
dissatisfaction with one’s husband’s life provisenthus taking
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payment of another. It is not about sex — but &poavision being
sought from another. Thus, translated “whore”marfot” and not
merely “fornication”

* This term is used to designate a professional ijpntest not just an
unfaithful wife

0 Another term: HebNaap— (naw-apf’) — is a term for a
“regular” fornicator or adulterer

0 Naapis at times used for a harlot — laainais not used for
a fornicator who is unpaid for their acts

» When used figuratively, the idealodrlotry refers to a spiritual departure
from the Lord; in particular to idols.

» this imagery is extremely common in OT — God freglyecalls
Israel a harlot

o the idea is that she is never satisfied with hos/jgion —
she desires to chase after the other gods for gifesras
well

0 i.e.Hosea 4:12-13 (ESV)
12My people inquire of a piece of wood, and theirkira
staff gives them oracles. For a spirit of whoreduas led
them astray, and they have left their God to pheywhore.

o '¥They sacrifice on the tops of the mountains ana bur
offerings on the hills, under oak, poplar, and tergh,
because their shade is good. Therefore your daug)ptay
the whore (zana), and your brides commit adulteaaf).

= Note: oak, poplar, terebinth

* The trees themselves are an issue later in
this (Isaiah) text as well

» The trees represent the idols of wood, and
the forests where such shrines of wood are
carved into gardens, etc-

* Note. Hosea 4:12 aboven-

she who was full of justice! Righteousness lodgdter, but now murderers.
0 “justice” - Heb.mishpat(mish-pot’) “judgment” or “verdict” — a righteous
judicial decree — concerning law

»  KJV translates “it was full of judgment” — but natthe sense of God
judging the city’s sin (though that is coming) -t buthe sense of the city
“havinggood judgmentabout her -

» Mishpatused also in v. 17 learn to do good; seek justice (mishpat),
correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherlgsiead the widow’s
cause.

» |tis used of the exact subject here:

» Just as God condemned them in v.17, so he speakahe
condemnation here, explaining that the rulers abuséaw for
their own gain

0 “she who was full of (justice)” — refers to “the\i
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= (Note: ESV has interesting sentence structure thetd disagree with. |
think “she who was full of justice” goes in the sasentence with
“righteousness lodged in her”)

» Remember the parallelism: “the faithful city” inet first portion of the
verse parallels with “she who was” in the secondipo

» Thus, “the city” — or Jerusalem — was full of jgstiat a time past

= Now, she is not

o ‘“righteousness lodged in her”

» Seems a strange thing to say of a woman — but réeenhis is the city
of Jerusalem being depicted

» Those who “lodged” — or lived — in Jerusalem wemeeorighteous

* Now they are not:
0 “but now murderers”

=  Where the righteous once dwelled, now murdererdldwa the very
lodging in the very city

» In contrast with “justice” and “righteousness” anerderers

» Because the issue of justice in this chapter tsspecifically to the
ignoring of the cries of the widow and orphan giéss that the
“murder” — in contrast to the former “justice” —asso thus tied
0 Thus, by their deaf ear to the cries for justicéhalse who
cannot afford it — they are bringing them to death
» Perhaps they starve because of a wealthy landowner
who bribes the princes to ignore their plight, etc.
22y our silver has become dross, your best wine mikétwater.
0 Dross — Hebsig (seeg) — “dross” — the burn off of refined sileergold — the
trash collected and thrown away from the refiningcess

» Dross is thus the antithesis of silver in the text

* One’s silver turning to dross refers to one’s “tagback” to a
former state that one has been elevated from

» A sister term:sug(soog) — also referring to drosscogis indicative of
“the returning to dross” of a refined metal — iused of apostatizing in the
OT, meaning “to turn back”

 The same idea is represented here:
o Silver —that which has been refined — has retutoed
state of being laden with dross

o They have apostatized —
» From faithful — to whoredom
* From justice — to murderers
» From silver — to dross
* From choice wine — to watered down

0 “best wine” — bit of over-emphasis by ESV — simphjne” or “drink” (meaning
wine) in the Heb. —

* Wine is made by juice, water & sugar. Once ferraénpeople would add
water to wine to stretch it out a bit — the wateuwd mix very naturally,
but diminish the quality of the wine

» A good rendering would be “your best wine becameeveal down”
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«  ®Your princes are rebels and companions of thieves.
0 “princes” — Hebsar, “the head person” “governor” “ruler” — not necasly the
son of a king, but the “man in charge”
0 The rulers who are supposteduphold the lavare instead after their own
financial advancement as noted in the next phrase:
= “everyone loves a bribe and runs after gifts.”
0 Thus, they are not seeking justice — but payment.
0 The end result is that those who do not make a geiod) cannot bribe them, and
cannot thus get any legal justice from the law.
= They do not bring justice to the fatherless, arewidow’s cause does not
come to them.
* The widow — and her child, the fatherless — havémancial
means to bribe the rulers for their justice.
* Thus, (v21) “she who was full of justice” with “h¢eousness
lodged in her” is “now murderers”

A Renovation Foretold

| saiah 1:24-26 (ESV)

2Therefore the Lord declares, the LORD of hostsMighty One of Israel: “Ah, | will get relief
from my enemies and avenge myself on my #fasill turn my hand against you and will smel
away your dross as with lye and remove all youmaf® And | will restore your judges as at the
first, and your counselors as at the beginningeAftrd you shall be called the city of
righteousness, the faithful city.”

« % Therefore the Lord declares, the LORD of hostsMighty One of Israel:
0 “LORD of hosts” “Mighty One of Israel”
» God usurps the princes — or judges — here
» Israel, being a theocracy, has God as her ultikeitg. He is taking rank
and about to clean house.
» He will shortly restore the judges as they showdd-lwith those
who will listen to him and do what he commands
o0 “Holy One of Israel” is the common theme of Godé&ctaration of himself in
Isaiah — used 25 times
» That term was used in v.4 — as it normally is €dotrast Israel’s sin with
God's holiness
» In this sentence, the similar “Mighty One of Isfaslused, demonstrating
the distinction from his power and theirs
» Their power was over widows and orphans
» His power would be over princes and judges
* “Ah, I will get relief from my enemies and avenggseif on my foes.
0 “my enemies” and “my foes”
» Just as silver and dross are to be separated €&isdhose unrighteous
in Judah hignemies
» The first term (enemies) is Hetsar (Tsar) — carries the weight of “an
opponent” — or — “those who battle against” onedversary”
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» The second term (foes) is Halyeb(oh-yabe’) — a term that casts an
enemy in ahatefullight. Translated “enemy(s)” 280 out of 282 tinies
KJV, but having the root meaning of “hating” — aemies
o “avenge myself on my foes” — lit. “avenge foes”
= “avenge” Hebnagam(naw-kam’) — a serious term denoting punishment,
wherebya grudgeis taken away — this term carries not only a puait
consequence, but an attitude of frustrated justiaecomes with itan
attitude of “repayment”
* Deuteronomy 32:43 (ESV)
“3“Rejoice with him, O heavens; bow down to him,gabls, for he
avengesr{agan) the blood of his children and takes vengeance on
his adversaries. He repays those who hate himlaadses his
people’s land.”
* This vengeance belongs to the Lord alone; for beeaais the final
arbiter of judgment against sin.
25| will turn my hand against you and will smelt awgyur dross as with lye and remove
all your alloy.
0 In contrast tolsaiah 1:22 (ESV)
22y our silver has become dross, your best wine mikétwater.
0 “smelt away your dross”
» This is the punitive nature of God’s refining tanoe
»  “smelt” — Heb.sarap(tsaw-raf’) — “to try” (as in “test”) “refine”
* This term refers to refining — the burning off tdg or dross from
a pure metal so that nothing but the precious nmetahins
* This term is also used when speaking of fusing hretes a flux
0 The flux causes the slag to burn off, while fusing true
metals together
»  “as with lye”
» Appears because of the usesafap— to point out the “flux”
capacity of God’s smelting
* The ideaisn't just that of purifying the good nietat is also the
idea of “burning off” of the bad metal
o0 God is not only speaking of the raising up of gpathes —
and a righteous people — in the future
0 He is also speaking of the punishment (burning-off
refining) of the evil people, whom he called “myeemes”
and “my foes”
o0 There is a punitive characteristic to this refininggainst
the dross
» “as with lye” points this characteristic out in ttext by the ESV,
RSV and others — giving a more literal picturehad term
%6 And | will restore your judges as at the first, aymlir counselors as at the beginning.
o ‘“restore”
» This is the restorative nature of God’s refiningtome
» Lit. “return” your judges (to as they were) at firet
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= He is now not focused on the punishment of thegolakd — but a

restoration of a new guard who will do what is tigh
0 “judges” and “counselors”

* “judges” — same term rendered “justice” in v. B8irfg justice to the
fatherless, plead the widow’s cajiseHeb.shapat(shaw-fat’) “to judge”
in the strict sense — irrespective of guilt or io@oce — it means to either
vindicate or punish — but to do it justly, rightly

» “counselors” — Hebyaas —(yaw-ats’) — this is the noun referring to the
individuals who will administer such justice — “dedrate or resolve” — “to
advise well” — “to counsel”

0 “as at the beginning”

» Speaking of “the faithful city” (which became a whp— he speaks of
“the beginning” of Jerusalem — not the nation

» Thus, it would be the days of the reign of David &olomon he speaks
of.

* Inthose times the city was a faithful city
Afterward you shall be called the city of righteness, the faithful city.”
o She will be a faithful city once again

Isaiah 1:27 (ESV)
#’Zion shall be redeemed by justice, and those inlner repent, by righteousness.

“Zion shall be redeemed by justice”
o lronically, the justice she refused of her own #ie Lord will purge her with.
0 “justice” - Heb.mishpat(mish-pot’) “judgment” or “verdict” — a righteous
judicial decree — concerning law
» This is the very term used in v17 of the oppress®deceiving the legal
justice of others (because the princes looked Hibeb)
= Now, the Lord himself will grant such justice — lIoagng with the evil
princes themselves
“and those in her who repent”
o Even in this early day, repentance was a requaeetfof the restoration from sin
o ‘“repent” is Hebshub— (shoob) — “to return” “ turn back” “be restored”
» This is the antithesis of apostasy
» notedinv. 4:l1saiah 1:4 (ESV)
“ Ah, sinful nation, a people laden with iniquityfsping of evildoers,
children who deal corruptlyThey have forsaken the LORD, they have
despised the Holy One of Israel, they are utteslyanged.
» “forsaken the LORD” &§zab-forsaken) Lit. “relinquished” or
“loosened” -- term is used identically in the OSagpostasiaand
aphestem{apostasy) are used in the NT.

o It means that one wHormerly knewthe Lord has
intentionally “cut him loose” — as it were — in favof their
own liking

0 They “turned away”

* Here, a remnant (not all) of those who had turneayawill “turn
back”
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* “pby righteousness”
0 The repentant are redeemed “by righteousness”rrdthe “by justice” —
implication being that they are received becaudéeif repentance — not judged
and destroyed because of their apostate persistedceng evil

The Unrepentant Shall Be Destroved

The LORD’s statements in vs 25-27 are oriented tdwilae repentance of a remnant that will be
refined and restored in repentance.

Verse 28 to the end of the chapter is essentiabig dbut” for those who refuse repentance and
continue in their rebellion.

Isaiah 1:27-31 (ESV)

((*" zion shall be redeemed by justice, and those initer repent, by righteousned$® But
rebels and sinners shall be broken together, anddiwho forsake the LORD shall be consurmnied.
#'For they shall be ashamed of the oaks that youetksand you shall blush for the gardens that
you have choser’For you shall be like an oak whose leaf withers] ke a garden without
water.* And the strong shall become tinder, and his wospark, and both of them shall burn

together, with none to quench them.

Rebels, sinners, forsakers -

* ‘“rebels and sinners”
0 ‘“rebel” — Heb.pasha(paw-shah’) — to break away from — to trespasgevolt
» Term used:
 AsverbinV. 2 “...children have | reared and brougp, but they
have rebelledpasha)against me”
= Sister terms:
» Sara—v. 5 “why do you keep on rebelling?” (turn aweshel)
* Mara-v.20 “if you refuse and rebel...” (to be disobedigrhel)
e Sarar—v. 23 “your princes are rebels” (to turn awayeie
» “rebel” is the common sentiment describing the bebent in this
prophecy
* Rebellion has the same root idea as apostasy ¢w lrhat is
right, but turn from it), though without possiblyet spiritual
“rejection of truth” fueling it
o They have refused to obey
o We do notknowthat they actually rejected their beliefs
about the Lord — only that they reject followingdhgh on
them
o “sinners” —hatta(khat-tah’) “an offender” “a criminal” “one accowed guilty”
» A more general term for those who are judged tgwky by the Lord
* Does not presume a turning away, as “rebellion’sgbet assumes
an equally sinful estat@pssiblythese were not so intentionally so

* “broken together”
0 Heb. states simply “destroyed”
» Sheber(sheb’- ber) — “destroyed” or “destruction” —
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* Fromshabar,“fracture” “break” “broken”
* Overall carries the picture of destruction by féutdreaking up
* “those who forsake the Lord”
o Azab yhwhforsake Jehovah)
» Definitely doesindicate full apostasy — turning from the teackiagd
direction by spiritual rejection of truths formedygcepted
0 Azab-usedinv.4
= “forsaken the LORD” §zab-forsaken) Lit. “relinquished” or “loosened” -
- term is used identically in the OT agostasiaandaphestem(apostasy)
are used in the NT.
* It means that one wHormerly knewthe Lord has intentionally
“cut him loose” — as it were — in favor of their nwking
* They “turned away”
* “shall be consumed”
o Kala (kah-lah’) — “consumed” “brought to end” “destralyatterly”
* Probably not distinct from the end of the “rebelsl @inners” who are
“broken together”
= Both groups are destroyed — utterly — with a viblesmd
+ COMPARISON
0 “sinner” — ispossiblyin ignorant disobedience
0 ‘“rebels” — are definitelyotignorant in their disobedience — they have chosen
very specifically to ignore God’s laws
o “forsaker” (those who forsake) have not only chogedisobey- but have chosen
to not believe, care, or give any heed to the Lowice at all
o Alltogether:
» They are under the same condemnation. The Lordsataem all here:
repent or fall under my wrath equally

They/You Comparison
V. 29 speaks of “they” and “you” in ESV

* ‘“they” shall be ashamed
» ‘“you” shall blush

There is some confusion as to whether this shoaifdiey” or “you” in v 29. Translations are
equally split.

* The oldest (including Qumran 1Qlsa) Hebrew texts 11 person plural (they)
switching to 2° person (you) as the ESV, KJV, ASV note.

« Others change the seemingly randdfip&rson (they) to™ person (you) to keep
harmony in the text, such as NIV, NASB, RSV

Parallelism:

Because the texts in this section all incorporai@ltelism, and the parallelismsgnonymous
parallelism (or synommism — where the first half of the poetic line is roired in the second
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half — then | believe the “they” which switches @ty to “you” is intended to draw attention to
the reader that “thegre you.”

* “they shall be ashamed of the oaksi desired”
» “you shall blush for the gardens thyaiu have chosen”

“they” and “you” are one and the same: a literagyide to draw the hearer’s attention to the fact
thathe is who is being discussed.

Shame for Their Idolatry:

#For they shall be ashamed of the oaks that youettsand you shall blush for the gardens that
you have chosen.

* “they shall be ashamed” — parallel with “you shaiish for”
o Ashamed -bosh(boosh) — technically “to pale” — by implicatioto“be ashamed”
» The picture of one’s actions being discovered -tighd to account — followed
by a paling of the skin
0 Blush —hapar (khaw-fare’) —very similar tbbosh— “to be ashamed” — from the idea
of one having been detected in their actions -b&@ut to shame”
= ESV uses “blush” to demonstrate parallelism withl&3 —
*» “be embarrassed” is a more technical translation
* NIV “be disgraced”
* NASB “be embarrassed”
* “the oaks that you desired” — parallel with — “dj@rdens that you have chosen”
o Oaks — Gardens
» “oaks” can conjure several images — but parallelgd “gardens” it almost
necessitates a reference to idolatry:

* Both terms “oaks” (along with other shady trees] ggardens” are
used throughout the OT to refer to the places eftirines to idols;
particularly the Canaanite gods that preceded lisraabitation of
the land.

* Under the shade of large trees — for outdoor skrnand in beautiful
gardens adorned with their cast, carved or moldels$ iare popular
places for the practice of idolatry. The Lord rsotieis numerous times
in other texts:

o0 Isaiah 57:5 (ESV)
®you who burn with lust among the oaks, under egezen
tree, who slaughter your children in the valleysder the
clefts of the rocks?

0 Isaiah 65:3 (ESV)
%a people who provoke me to my face continuallyifiging
in gardens and making offerings on bricks;

0 Hosea 4:13 (ESV)
3They sacrifice on the tops of the mountains ana bur
offerings on the hills, under oak, poplar, and tergh,
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because their shade is good. Therefore your daugplay the
whore, and your brides commit adultery.

o Deuteronomy 12:2 (ESV)
2You shall surely destroy all the places where #igons
whom you shall dispossess served their gods, ohidgthe
mountains and on the hills and under every greea.tr

» Such may also speak to the substance of wood ibeiisg made out of
“oak” and other trees

o Jeremiah 3:9 (ESV)
®Because she took her whoredom lightly, she polititedand,
committing adultery with stone and tree.

* Interpretational Summary:
o0 “You will be caught — exposed - and embarrasse@ur idolatry”

Their Exposure Expounded Upon

Isaiah 1:30 (ESV)
%For you shall be like an oak whose leaf withers] like a garden without water.

Still using the terms “oak” and “gardens” — whid@presented their idolatry... only in this case:

* The oak leaf “withers”

0 The oak — as the location for idol worship — wadeece of shade as Hosea 4
notes: **They sacrifice on the tops of the mountains and lnflerings on the
hills, under oak, poplar, and terebinth, becausartshade is good.

o Now — with God’s judgment — the exposure and shaftieeir idolatry will make
that oak tree like one whose leaf has withered:

» They will be exposed
» There will be no covering — no shade
* The garden is “without water”

o The gardens — as locations for idol worship — weaees of beauty with lush
greenery — dedicated to their gods. They werauded, with green walls of
shrubberies to shield the worship areas from thgide world.

* Now, they are without water
* The greenery is dead from drought — leaves andeil@ene —
nothing but twigs remain. They are exposed likedhks with
withered leaves
* The beauty is gone — their purpose thwarted — trshipper
exposed

A Metaphorical Portrayal of Their Destruction

Isaiah 1:31 (ESV)
31 And the strong shall become tinder, and his woskark, and both of them shall burn togeth
with none to quench them.

D

* “the strong shall become tinder, and his work alspa
o The man and his deeds together provide a combustioée
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= “the strong” — as in: “the mighty man” — the poweérfdependable among
Judah — those one might hope to hide behind ihebatt
* “pbecome tinder”

* ‘“tinder” —ne’oret(neh-oh’-reth) — that which is “shaken out” — as
in the flax when beaten. This produced a dustiikgly
combustible dried plant base — like starting airéh hay

» “his work” — idolatry — making of idols, shrinesaiglens, etc.
» “aspark” — that which will set himself on fire
« “and both of them shall burn together, with nongtench them.”
o The man — and his “work” (the erection of shrinds]s, and false worship) will
burn together

» The shrines and idols will be destroyed
» The worshipper will be destroyed

o This likely notes two things:
» The temporal destruction: Babylonian invasion wehgr

* The strong man is killed (unlike the weak, who may be
engaged in battle, but carried into slavery)

» His shrines and idols are destroyed by literal fire

* The eternal destruction: of the soul

» Fire awaits those who knew not the Lord —

» His false god will burn with him — having a demohizst most
likely —

* “none shall quench them”

0 As noted in Isaiah 66 — speaking of the tiafter the new
heavens and new earfh 22 notes this) - that the citizens
of the new earth:

» |saiah 66:24 (ESV)
24«pnd they shall go out and look on the dead
bodies of the men who have rebelled against me.
For their worm shall not die, their fire shall nbe
guenched, and they shall be an abhorrence to all
flesh.”

Chapter 6: Isaiah’s Call

|saiah 6:1-4 (ESV)

!In the year that King Uzziah died | saw the Lotttirsij upon a throne, high and lifted up; and
the train of his robe filled the tempfeAbove him stood the seraphim. Each had six winigh: w
two he covered his face, and with two he coversdeeit, and with two he fledAnd one called
to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORIDhosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!|
*And the foundations of the thresholds shook avttige of him who called, and the house wa$

filled with smoke.
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Background
!In the year that King Uzziah died

* Uzziah died in 739 BC. He was the first of therf&ings Isaiah prophesied under
0 Uzziah was a good king for the most part (2 Chrén 2
» He was one of those kings who “did right in thesegéthe Lord”
» He warred with Philistines and Arabians succesgflly God’s blessing)
» He built fortified towers, had a 300,000 man stramnquy, even had the
people do design and implemented automated weaploatirghot arrows
and huge stones
o0 End result: between him and Jewish Jeroboam th@morthern kingdom)
Jewish territories were restored almost to theraxteey had been during David
& Solomon’s times
o His prowess, success and strength made him proud
» He attempted to minister in the temple
» God struck him with leprosy
* He remained a leper until he died
* He lived outside of his own compound
» His son ruled the kingdom in his stead (Jotham)
* The climate:
0 Judah had been extremely healthy politically armhemically
0 The people were spiritually relaxed, however. Tiweye doing as successful
people tend to do: depending on their own supptyserving their own interests.
e ‘“the year”
0 This means Isaiah’s prophecy could have been fwithre time — or after — of
Uzziah’s death by a full 12 months in either direct
o0 the noting of this year draws a contrast betweerd#ad king and the Living,
Eternal God

The Setting

| saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high anceliftup; and the train of his robe filled the temp
2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six winigh:two he covered his face, and with twg
he covered his feet, and with two he fl&nd one called to another and said: “Holy, holyyho
is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full af giory!” * And the foundations of the thresholgls
shook at the voice of him who called, and the howeefilled with smoke.

e.

The Lord on his Throne

| saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high anceliftup; and the train of his robe filled the
temple.

e “Lord” (not LORD) — Heb.adonai(ad-oh-nahee’)
o0 Adonis the root, meaning “master” “lord” of a persoreitower stead — the
“master of a servant” — referring to the personupging the position of Lord
0 Adonaiis a personal name of God which holds that raatioo
* “lI saw the Lord”
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o Difficult text here.
* To Moses, God said:
* Exodus33:20 (ESV)
20But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for manlishat see me
and live.”
» |saiah expected as much, himself, as he noted:
* l|saiah 6:5(ESV)
> And | said: “Woe is me! For | am lost; for | am aamof unclean
lips, and | dwell in the midst of a people of uacidips; for my
eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!”
= However, John explains:
e John 12:41 (ESV)
“l|saiah said these things because he saw his gledyspoke of
him.
o0 Quoting this very chapter (v10) he notes “Isaiahw.b&s
glory and spoke of him”
o John speaks this of Christ — the context beinglbatis had
performed many miracles and the people did notbeli
o Thus: “lI saw the Lord” refers to Isaiah havingrsélee Christ — Messiah — the
second person of the godhead; he saw the pre-stea@hrist, rather than the
fullness of the father, whom no one can see amd(llehn 1:18, 1 Tim 6:16)
* Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up
o In opposition to the human king — who had died -d @@s sitting on his throne,
where he had always been
0 “sitting’ is a more deliberate term than it seems here:
* |t involves a sense of settlement, and is usedfsaty also of a judge
“seated” in the sense that he has establishméns gifosition
» |tis used of “dwelling” in an area, as one whovieone area to establish,
tame, and subdue a new territory
o0 “thron€ Heb. kisse— (kis-say’) — lit. “seat of honor” “throne”
» The throne of a King was frequently covered withrfe, inlaid with gold
or jewels — and highly ornate
» This throne was noted to be “high and lifted upt was indeed an
exceptionally lofty throne — it was apparenibry high:
* and the train of his robe filled the temple.
o The train, flowing from his robe, filling the tengylaccentuates the “high and
lifted up” nature of this throne
» Because the Lord was known to dwell between thgsvof the seraphs
on the ark of the covenant, many Jews thought Gaslivfact quite small
in physical dimension
» |saiah notes here that the temple itself cannatadothe train of his robe
o The word “train” 6hu) means “hem” in other places it is used
» A‘“train” as we think — of a wedding dress, ets-hbdt exactly the picture
» Rather, the hem section of his robe: a wide boatlélne bottom, normally
(in earthly kings) encrusted in gold, with jewedss.
* This hem was used of robes in kingly and priesthction
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* The hem was a mark which distinguished the positiamark of
identity — for people holding a certain rank
» Thus: God’shemof his robefilling the temple — gives even a more
gargantuan image of God’s size
o “templé
o Some mistakenly think that Isaiah has this visiothie physical temple; seeing
God's robe train filling it
0 The picture is that of Godh a templen his vision: this is the temple in heaven, of
which the earthly temple is a copy
* Micah 1:2-3 (ESV)
2Hear, you peoples, all of you; pay attention, Otkaand all that is in it,
and let the Lord GOD be a witness against youlLitrel from his holy
temple . For behold, the LORD is coming out of his placed aill come
down and tread upon the high places of the earth.
*» Revelation 11:19 (ESV)
9Then God's temple in heaven was opened, and thefdris covenant
was seen within his temple. There were flashaglating, rumblings,
peals of thunder, an earthquake, and heavy hail.
» Hebrews8:5(ESV)
®They serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly tHiegsvhen Moses
was about to erect the tent, he was instructed &y, Gaying, “See that
you make everything according to the pattern thed shown you on the
mountain.”
» Hebrews9:23-24 (ESV)
%Thus it was necessary for the copies of the hepvkimgs to be purified
with these rites, but the heavenly things themsedth better sacrifices
than these* For Christ has entered, not into holy places maita w
hands, which are copies of the true things, but hgaven itself, now to
appear in the presence of God on our behalf.

His Attendants

2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six winith:two he covered his face, and with two
he covered his feet, and with two he flew.

* “seraphini— (seraph)
0 Means “burning ones”
o One of three orders of angels, thé llghest order (below Cherubim and above
“‘common” angels)
o Seraphim always have six wings
* Cherubs have 2 or 4
* Angels have none (look like young men, as theyabsays described) —
though they may have some that are not descridéeldo not see them
fly, just “appear” and disappear.
0 Seraphim are characterized by unceasing worship @dred in Revelation), which
is what they are doing here
* “six wings”
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0 2 covering face — indicative of humility; coverititeir face before God
0 2 covering feet — indicative also of humility
0 2 kept them flying
» ESV notes “above him ‘stood’ the seraphim”
* Amadcertainly means “stand” — but also means “set‘ngre
appointed to” or “remained” —etc.
» They were in fact flying, with their middle setwings.
* We see seraphs functioning identically — with anfoitre information — in the book of
Revelation:
0 Revelation 4:8-10 (ESV)
8 And the four living creatures, each of them withwgings, are full of eyes all
around and within, and day and night they neverseda say, “Holy, holy, holy,
is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and isdme!” ° And whenever the
living creatures give glory and honor and thank$im who is seated on the
throne, who lives forever and evétthe twenty-four elders fall down before him
who is seated on the throne and worship him wheslferever and ever. They
cast their crowns before the throne...
» John calls them “living creatures” — a bit vaguesay the least — but his
description notes them to be seraphs:
e Six wings
» Singing the same song as they sang in Isaiah’srvisi

3 And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy \his the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is
full of his glory!”

* The seraphs sing of two attributes of God: Hoknasd Glory
o “holy, holy, holy

= Most likely referencing three personalities of theity

» |saiah emphasizes the Lord’s holiness throughaubtiok:
» 24 times calling him “the holy one of Israel”
* Other times “holy one”

» |tis possible that this vision — which spawneddalling & his ministry —

comes from the memory of this vision

0 “the whole earth is full of his glcty
= “glory” refers to the physical manifestation andefation of God’s nature

The Power of their Worship

4 And the foundations of the thresholds shook avtiiee of him who called, and the house was
filled with smoke.

» “foundations of the thresholds” — doorposts stondrese large foundational stones in

ancient architecture
o0 That they “shook” is indicative of an exceptionatde — likened to an earthquake

would be necessary on the earthy temple — the Hatemple (one might think)
even more so
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“the house was filled with smoke”

o0 This smoke is indicative of the manifest glory aids
» |saiah 4:5(ESV)
®>Then the LORD will create over the whole site ofiMdZion and over
her assemblies a cloud by day, and smoke and thmglof a flaming fire
by night; for over all the glory there will be armapy.
o It was also seen by the Seraph worshiping in Réveta
*» Revelation 15:7-8 (ESV)
" And one of the four living creatures gave to theeseangels seven
golden bowls full of the wrath of God who livesfeer and evef and the
sanctuary was filled with smoke from the glory od@nd from his
power, and no one could enter the sanctuary uinéilgeven plagues of the
seven angels were finished.

» the whole experience is also somewhat likened tar&inai:
0 Exodus19:18 (ESV)
18Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because thROLad descended on
it in fire. The smoke of it went up like the smoka kiln, and the whole mountain
trembled greatly.
* Overall, this shaking and smoking condition briagsense of awe and notice to those
present of God’s holiness and glory.

The Cleansing of Isaiah

I saiah 6:5-7 (ESV)

®And | said: “Woe is me! For | am lost; for | am amof unclean lips, and | dwell in the midst
of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have #eeiKing, the LORD of hosts?Then one of
the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a mgrioal that he had taken with tongs from the
altar. “ And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, thistbashed your lips; your guilt is
taken away, and your sin atoned for.”

His Confession:
° And | said: “Woe is me! For | am lost

Being in the presence of God — seeing the holine&0od — hearing the confessions of these
exceptional creatures declaring God’s holinesgegather bring Isaiah to a place of utter
enlightenment to his own sinfulness.

» Point being: we all lack a true vision of our silmess until we compare ourselves to the
holiness of God Himself
o0 We feel adequate when comparing to other sinfuidgset+ but when we compare
ourselves to God such adequacy rapidly vanishes
0 Here, even the righteous angels — themseieesinful — are overcome with
God's holiness to the point that they declately, holy, holy is the LORD of
hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!”
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“Woe is mel!”

* “woe” — Heb.oy (0’ee) — an expressing indicating great despampelessness —
* Oyis onomatopoeic
o It sounddike the cry that it represents, thus it has a mful feel to it that goes
beyond its mere definition
o lIsaiah is literallycrying outhis lament — his recognition and fear — of hiklat
worthiness to be in his current situation

* Also interesting:
o lIsaiah (prior to this moment, apparently) had bedéimg on Judah for five
chapters aboudter unrighteousness — and pointing out her terrible before God
o In this moment, he assigns himselth herin her stead

“For | am lost”

* A single term represents this sentiment:
o Dama(daw-maw’) lit. “to be cut off” — to perish — teellestroyed — undone
utterly —to be put out of existence

= NIV: “l am ruined”

= KJV: “lam undone”

» ESV choice of “lost” here is most likely applyiniget spiritual application
of it — to be “lost” in the sense of being sepaddtem God — knowing his
sinfulness, Isaiah recognizes his unworthinessrbetmd

* In context:
o It seems that Isaiah cried outwardly as he spaagjrig that he literally was
about to be destroyed in God’s presence

Three Reasons for His Confession
(1) for I am a man of unclean lips

* Inthe presence of angels — who declare God’s gidsaiah’s lips were unclean,
incapable of representing God’s glory; inadequaie l&ight
* Unclean—
o Tame(taw-may’) “unclean” — to be unrighteous — dintya spiritual sense —
polluted and unusable
» This term is used to denote every type of thing brael was told to
abhor and absolutely not defile themselves witchsas:
» Abominable animals Israel was not allowed to eat igs)
* An adulterous person
 Acorpse
» Interestingly,Tameis the cry of the leper
* ‘“unclean” “unclean” was required of a leper to hotthers of his
presence that they may not become contaminated
0 Leviticus13:45 (ESV)
*>“The leprous person who has the disease shall iear
clothes and let the hair of his head hang loosé, lag shall
cover his upper lip and cry out, ‘Unclean, unclégtame)
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* More interestingly is the setting:
* “In the year that King Uzziah died | saw the Loitting upon a
throne, high and lifted up...”
o Uzziah (as noted last week) had been judged for his
haughty attitude before the Lord
» He went into the holy place to offer before God
(although he was not a priest)
= God struck him with leprosy
* He then had to declare himself “unclean,
unclean” the rest of his days
0 Here, Isaiah stands before the Lordhis heavenly temple
and declarebimself‘unclean”

(2) "and I dwell in the midst of a people of uncleapsli

» |saiah equates himself with Israelites as a wHglkeople of unclean lips” just as he has
unclean lips
0 The first 5 chapters had brought this revelatiomceoning the people
o Here, however, Isaiah reckons himself among thenaking himself no better
= “we are all” of unclean lips

(3) “for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hbsts!

The third reason Isaiah thought he would be kii¢ethathe saw the LORD of hostsand knew
that no man could see God and live.

* Isaiah saw the pre-incarnate Christ, as John l&drlast week
* But, all he knew was that he was seeing Jehovah —
o He must fully have expected to die at that moment
0 He knew Moses’ testimony
» Exodus33:20 (ESV)
20But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for manlishat see me and
live.”
o Likewise, Manoah and his wife (Samson’s parents) ‘the angel of the Lord”
and feared they would die
»  Judges 13:21 (ESV)
“1The angel of the LORD appeared no more to Manoahtatis wife.
Then Manoah knew that he was the angel of the LORD.
» |t was common knowledge from the time of Moses titatnan could see
God (in his full glory — or see his face) and litlepugh there were
numerous theophanies involving the pre-incarnatesCand/or angels.

The long and short of it:

* |saiah knew he was sinful — of a sinful people € #rat he was in the presence of
absolute holiness.
o0 Thus, he cried out his demise; fearing his deatulevollow
0 He knew that he could not bear being in this pksxae was
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His Purification

| saiah 6:6-7 (ESV)

®Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having imaigl a burning coal that he had taken with
tongs from the altar. And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, thistbashed your lips;
your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.”

burning coal... from the altar:

* the altar was the altém Heaven- not the altar in the earthly Temple.

* However, the earthly temple, according to Hebrews3® is a copy of the Temple in
Heaven (existing as of now)

* This burning coal would have been from the firetp#t consumed offerings on the altar;
the place where sacrifices were placed to be burned

“Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilttéken away, and your sin atoned for.”

* “touched your lips”
0 lIsaiah specifically noted being of unclean lipsothbhe and the people
o The angel makes application to that immediate asid@; touching and cleansing
his lips; that he may be atoned for his uncleas lip
* ‘“your guilt is taken away”
o0 This phrase parallels “your sin is atoned for” ttblave the same meaning
expressed in different terms
0 “guilt” — Heb.awon(aw-vone’) — lit. “wickedness” or “iniquity” — agrallel with
sin — the term notes the characteristic of sirdai+ (not necessarily a specific
act — just that nature of “being” sinful)
= “Guilt” in ESV and NIV — would reference the guitif sin” (really not as
literal of a translation as | would like here fraither of them)
= KJV, NASB, ASV “iniquity”
o “taken away” — Hebsur (soor) — lit. “turn off” - means to put aside wt@away —
depart from
* “your sin atoned for”
0 “sin” — chattaah(khat-taw-ah’) — a common term for “sin” — refeesiie offense
of sin,or the action of simather than the mere generality of it (lkeon
o “atoned” —kapar(kaw-far’) — the go-to OT term for “atonement” -eams at its
root “to cover” or “to pardon”
* OT “atonement”
o OT atonement does not have the same end as NTnatoihe
» OT atonement is a “covering, hiding away, puttisgla” approach to sin
— to be permanently dealt with later (at the cross)
= NT atonement refers to a washing, cleansing, antg®ent
reconciliation: sin isremoved and the sinner “reconciled to God”
permanently
o0 lIsaiah’s atonement here is tantamount to a ha#l:phs sins are covered, but he
is not cleansed in the sense that he will be oreests blood is applied to his
account at Calvary
* Restated:
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o0 “your [general state of sinfulness] is [set aside]”
o “your [specific sinful acts] are [covered from Gedight]

Thus, Isaiah’s sin is not to count against himisheovered by the same grace that we are — as if
a check had been written (that would be cashedilathrist)

As Heb. 10 notes, the blood of bulls and goatsneaer take away sin. Only the death of Christ
can do that. But, Isaiah receives atonementwaastgranted to the OT saints in that moment —
that he may remain in the presence of, hear fromh raspond to the LORD to receive his
commission as a prophet.

Isaiah’s Commissioning

Isaiah 6:8 (ESV)
8 And | heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whomlshsend, and who will go for us?” Then |
said, “Here am I! Send me.”

8 And | heard the voice of the Lord saying

* Interestingly: God had not spoken until afterdbés cleansing.
o An angel spoke
0 An angel reacted with Isaiah
o God was heard saying nothing
» |t's possible he had simply said nothing up to thaint
» |t's also possible that Isaiah’s discourse coully éollow his cleansing
* This was “the voice of the Lord”
o Voice —qol (kol) — refers more to the sound of his voice ttl@message — it is
the sound of one’s voice calling
0 Again, it's possible that the emphasis indicatesals's not having heard the Lord
prior to this moment — prior to his cleansing

God’s Question:

“Whom shall | send, and who will go for us?”

* Redundancy: “who shall | send” is equated with éwtill go for us”
o0 He is not asking two questions, but one questidwoways
= He whom shall be sent is he who will go for us
» The answer of the call is implicit by God’s detemation of who to
send
* The action terms:
o “send’shalah(shaw-lakh’) — “send” “send out” or otherwise comsgion one “to
go out” — a term indicating an issuing of the “segd by another — a “sender”
= this term notingsod’s commissioning his intentional assignment of the
task to a qualified and called individual
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0 “go” (for us) —halak (haw-lak’) — “go” “walk” “behave” --- this term idicates
movement to or toward something. Lit. “to walktie normal literal usage for
mankind. In this case, fig. “go” where the Lorcslealled.

» This “going” is the flip side of God’s “sending”
* “send” — as noted — refers to God’s commissionigs—calling —
an assignment given by God
* “go” refers to an anticipated receiving of thatigesment — it ighe
responsdo having been sent
o0 Together: “whom shall | send, and who will go &&”
» Indicates God’s cathnd man’s potential response to that call
* |t demonstrates God’s assignmantdiman’s cooperation and acceptance
of such assignment
» Obviously, such a question is rhetorical.
* God — who knows everything — doesn’t just “happenask the
guestion at the exact moment of Isaiah’s cleansingeaven
This has clearly been all orchestrated of the llonaself. He
knows the answer to the question.
» Rather, the questionsthe call being expressed so that Isaiah may
act upon it and answer.
* The identifying pronouns of God:

o0 “Whom shall | send”

“I"” is the singular pronoun in the Hebrew. It istinferred in translation,
but stated out as a singular “I” for the Lord here
o “who will go for us”

= “us”is likewise a plural pronoun in the Hebrew.

o “I”and “us” — this is one of numerous reference$iod where his unity and
plurality are both demonstrated in a singular text

» God is revealing his triune nature

Isaiah’s Response
Then | said, “Here am I! Send me.”

This is only four Hebrew words: “(I) said” “heream” “send” “me”

* “then | said’ is amar(aw-mar’) — the same term used of God “I heardvibiee of the
Lord saying(aman” — it means simply to talk; “said” “speak” “answed)” “command”
* “here | am” is one Heb terrhjnneh(hin-nay’) — the root of which is simply, “behold’
this is a term of submission and absolute devotion;
0 an unquestioning commitment is expressed by this te scripture when God
calls, and a servant answéianeh
» Genesis22:1 (ESV)
! After these things God tested Abraham and saidhto ‘Abraham!” And
he said, “Here am I.” (hinneh)
» Genesis31:11 (ESV)
1 Then the angel of God said to me in the dreamoBa@and | said,
‘Here | am!’ (hinneh)
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» Exodus3:4 (ESV)
*When the LORD saw that he turned aside to see,c@itetl to him out of
the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here | arthinneh)
o lIsaiah aligns himself with these other men of Godis unreserved “here | am”
» This is before he even knows what — or to whom wioere God will send
him... he affirms his willingness to do whatever, wéer the Lord wills

The Nature of the Call

Isaiah 6:9-10 (ESV)

° And he said, “Go, and say to this people: “ ‘Keaptwearing, but do not understand; keep on
seeing, but do not perceivé”Make the heart of this people dull, and their agavy, and blind
their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and héirtheir ears, and understand with their
hearts, and turn and be healed.”

The Message
° And he said, “Go, and say to this people:

» Clearly, this is a call to a prophetic office
o0 lIsaiah is not receiving knowledge for his own ustiEnding, or writings
0 He is receiving a prophecy for the people to hear
* “this people” — uniquely for Israel
0 This message is not for everyone — it is for Istaetjuely
» Although Judah is the immediate recipient, Isagaéa prophet of God to
Israel as a whole
» “this people” is used throughout God’s call on &ra distinguish her
from the other peoples of the earth — to whom dendt have the same
covenant relationship with
* Exodus3:21 (ESV) [preparing to leave Egypt]
2LAnd 1 will give this people favor in the sight bétEgyptians;
and when you go, you shall not go empty,
*  Numbers 14:15-16 (ESV)
>Now if you kill this people as one man, then thigona who
have heard your fame will sa¥\It is because the LORD was not
able to bring this people into the land that he v give to them
that he has killed them in the wilderness.’
= “this people” is rarely used of other nations aldout again, in an attempt
to draw a distinction of one people from another

‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand;

* A greatirony: almost as a curse
o ‘“keep hearing” -shama(shaw-mah’) — “to hear” — more specifically, “todre
intelligently” “to hear with attention”
» This term designates full cognition of the termsbgeuttered
= While they will not understand — it is not that teems themselves are not
heard and understood in the sense that the langsiatgar
o0 “do not understand” — lit. “never understanding” —
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» ‘“understand’bene(bene) — “to separate mentally” “distinguish” “leav
understanding”
* Actually — only a slightly different concept thahearing” in the
Heb.
0 This has to do not with the words themselves, hawndwt
the message the words make out.
0 Thus:
» They hear the words
» But do not understand the message the words madegh they will think
they do... as history will reveal)

keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’

* ‘“seeing” —ra’a (raw-aw’) — to look and rightly observe - to hasight — literally
visualize that which exists
0 Again, designating an intelligent distinguishingtioé material
* “perceive” —yada’ (yaw-dah’) “to know” — “perceive” “discern”
o0 This term indicates proper ascertaining of a subjgo understanthat which is
seen

Both Phrases:

* Tantamount to our phrase, “you can't see the fdoedhe trees”
0 The picture is that something is actually seen heard
= But not understood for what it truly is

The End Result:

» |saiah is being told up front— that the people would be incapable of truly ustéerding
his message: he would be speaking to an illitdyateh. He was to not expect “success”
in his ministry as we today think of it.

o From the viewpoint of man: Isaiah would be an uf@dure. No one he preached
to would ever understand him
o From God’s viewpoint: Isaiah would be a successhéowould have been
faithful to do what he was told — and God'’s purposeuld be accomplished
= Also, one might notice thdater generationsvould understand

The Meaning
19Make the heart of this people dull,

* “heart” in the same sense we use it figurativetg $eat of the intellect, will, emotion,
etc. Some translations use “minds” here — propssly
e “dull” — shamenshaw-man’) lit. “to fatten”
0 This speaks of an insensitive, unresponsive “fatirhthat is out of sorts

and their ears heavy, and blind their eyes;

* ‘“heavy” —kabed(kaw-bad’) — to “make heavy” in a bad sense —r@éusome, dull,
senseless quality
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o0 Inthe sense of an ear — it would figuratively m&andeafen” as noted in some
translations
=  HCSB “deafen their ears” — less literal, but mazewsate in this case

lest they see with their eyes, and hear with thans, and understand with their hearts, and turn
and be healed.”

» Make no mistakelt is God’s declaration that Judah (and Israel ag/hole) would NOT
understand — and would NOT perceive — they will NGEIT IT
* Else:
o THEY MIGHT TURN AND BE HEALED
* God has declared that they will not be allowedefgent this time.
0 Seems harsh — seems uncharacteristic
o But, don't forget the history:
» |Israel haslwaysturned away from God
= She haslwaysbeen prone to discipline — then repent — onlyta tight
back again to her sin, idolatry, lust for the warfdother nations
* God has had enough.
0 Judgment was coming — and she would be utterlypigle of turning from it in
repentance.
» This is a “last straw” moment.

The Outcome of the Call

Isaiah 6:11-13 (ESV)

"Then I said, “How long, O Lord?” And he said: “Uhtities lie waste without inhabitant, and
houses without people, and the land is a desolastey?and the LORD removes people far
away, and the forsaken places are many in the rofdste land** And though a tenth remain in
it, it will be burned again, like a terebinth or @ak, whose stump remains when it is felled.” Tihe
holy seed is its stump.

The Question:

* The question: “How long, O Lord?”
o Points back to the command, “Go and say to thipleeo”
0 lIsaiah is to preach until the judgment he is tapheabout occurs
» |saiah did not live that long — but his call wagpteach continually — even
though it was to a people who would hear but naleustand, see but not
perceive.

The Answer: Judgment Foretold

Destruction & Desolation

“Unitil cities lie waste without inhabitant, and hses without people, and the land is a desolate
waste”

» Desolation was the ultimate punishment (other thging utterly destroyed like Sodom &
Gomorrah) a people could receive by God and stilabout it
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o Inthe case of Israel, desolation was always (aiibesalways) followed by
restoration
» “the year King Uzziah died” was 739
» The Babylonian invasion/capture:
* Nebuchadnezzar took royalty captives in 605 BC (8lan
* He returned in 597 BC in response to a rebelliomok 10,000
captives and subjected Jerusalem to Babyloniarraont
o Ezekiel was taken in this deportation
o0 Temple ransacked — treasures of the Temple anditige
were taken
* Nebuchadnezzar returned yet again in 588 BC —
o Conducted a long (18 month) siege against Jerusalem
» Wall were breached
» City destroyed
» Temple burned in 586 - & abandoned
» The ark of the covenant was never again seen
The warning here was
0 cities lie waste
» after three separate attacks & pillaging — theesitvere destroyed overall
o without inhabitant
= only the poorest of the land remained after Nebdobazar’s third assault
* 2Kings25:8-12 (ESV)
81n the fifth month, on the seventh day of the mettttat was the
nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king ofyi®ab—
Nebuzaradan, the captain of the bodyguard, a sérehthe king
of Babylon, came to Jerusaletnd he burned the house of the
LORD and the king’'s house and all the houses afsidem; every
great house he burned dowfiAnd all the army of the Chaldeans,
who were with the captain of the guard, broke dowenwalls
around Jerusalent! And the rest of the people who were left in the
city and the deserters who had deserted to the &diidabylon,
together with the rest of the multitude, Nebuzarettee captain of
the guard carried into exilé?But the captain of the guard left
some of the poorest of the land to be vinedressatgplowmen.
0 houses without people
» the largest houses were burned — but clearly m#mr amaller homes
remained — yet without people to inhabit them
» the field workers who were left to maintain thenfi@rwould have likely
had homes on the premises where they worked
o theland is a desolate waste
» desolation — used numerous times to refer to l&ftibehind after God’s
judgment
* Even at the time of Cyrus — only 40,000 returnetthat time to rebuild the
temple and the city
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Exile
12

and the LORD removes people far away, and the kersalaces are many in the midst of the
and.

* “removes people far away”
o This certainly is fitting for the carrying off ohé people to Babylon (Iraq) where
they resettled
0 They remained there some 50 years until they wieyered to return (by Cyrus,
after overthrowing the Babylonians and establistiregMedo-Persian Empire)
» 2 Chronicles 36:22-23 (ESV)
22Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, ttta¢ word of the LORD
by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, theRODstirred up the spirit
of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a prock&nahroughout all his
kingdom and also put it in writing>“Thus says Cyrus king of Persia,
‘The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me alkitngdoms of the
earth, and he has charged me to build him a hotiSeraisalem, which is
in Judah. Whoever is among you of all his peopbgy the LORD his God
be with him. Let him go up.””
* |dentical to Ezra 1
» “forsaken places are many in the midst of the land”
o Picture of more places abandoned than kept up

The “After” Prophecy

13 And though a tenth remain in it, it will be burnegiain, like a terebinth or an oak, whose
stump remains when it is felled.” The holy seeitbistump.

Completing the entirety of the judgment, there riema sinister future-looking prophecy to
boot:

* The current situation ends with “a tenth remaiitis- referring to Judah-
o 9/10" of the people are in exile and gone
o 1/10" remain to care for the land until the return a tration
* However, it notes “it will be burned again”
o0 The nation is told that this ot the final worcon the subject: a future
destruction remains
0 “again’ indicates that a similarity must exist betweeattwhich will occur
immediately — and that which will occur at a ldiere
* ‘“like a terebinth or an oak, whose stump remains”
0 As atree is cut down- yet a small portion of stiiamains, which may sprout a
new tree from the same stock
0 So, there will be growth again from the stump diefaJudah
o lronically, chapter 11 will note “the stump” of $es— indicating the closure of
David’s kingdom — yet a future restoration of ¥ary lineage (Christ)
* Jsaiah 11:1 (ESV)
' There shall come forth a shoot from the stump s$eeand a branch
from his roots shall bear fruit.
o This terminology speaks of a rebirth of the pedplen seeming destruction
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* “the holy seed is its stump”
o “holy seed” refers to the “seed” by which Messiall eome
» ltis the pure seed of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Datd-- a “seed” of the
lineage of Judah
o “holy” — qodeshko’-desh) — “holy” — hallowed — holiness — consged (that
which is set apart for God)
* In this case, the linage of the people of Israghdy” and set apart as
God’s chosen people & lineage of Messiah
o0 “seed” —zera(zeh'-rah) — “seed” “offspring” — literally, a sé®f a plant —
figuratively, “offspring”
» Thisis the term in Gen 3:15 “I will put enmity keten ... your offspring
(or seed zerg and hers”
» Used in Gen 26 of Abraham — “I will bless you andltiply your
offspring gera —“seed”)”
» This same term is noted after the return from exile
» EzZra9:2(ESV)
2 For they have taken some of their daughters toikesfor
themselves and for their sons, so that the holg res mixed itself
with the peoples of the lands. And in this faitbiess the hand of
the officials and chief men has been foremost.”

0 Here, itis noted that during the time of the esitene of
the people had not kept their bloodline pure — ad kad
commanded in the law of Moses

o “holyrace”is

» The seed of the promised people
» The seed of Messiah
0 The “stump” which will regrow — and be burned omgmin — refers to the
offspring of Israel —
» The bloodline of the promises of God
* The bloodline of Messiah
» The “holy” (or “set apart”) seed

Jesus’ Comments Concerning the “After” Prophecy

Matthew 13:10-15 (ESV)

®Then the disciples came and said to him, “Why dospeak to them in parables?"And he
answered them, “To you it has been given to knens#trets of the kingdom of heaven, but tg
them it has not been giveFor to the one who has, more will be given, anaviihave an
abundance, but from the one who has not, even fighbais will be taken aan.This is why |
speak to them in parables, because seeing theptdzer, and hearing they do not hear, nor dp
they understand?Indeed, in their case the prophecy of Isaiah ilfed that says: “ “You will
indeed hear but never understand, and you will éndgee but never perceiveFor this people’s
heart has grown dull, and with their ears they tamely hear, and their eyes they have closed,
lest they should see with their eyes and hear thigir ears and understand with their heart and
turn, and | would heal them.’

Matthew 23:37-39 (ESV)
37«0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills thepinets and stones those who are sent to it
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How often would | have gathered your children thgetas a hen gathers her brood under her
wings, and you would nottSee, your house is left to you desol&tEor | tell you, you will not
see me again, until you say, ‘Blessed is he whasamthe name of the Lord.’”

* Jesus notes:
o HIS (first century) generation of Israelites wenege to whom Isaiah 6 would be
fulfilled
» Indeed, in their case the prophecy of Isaiah ifilfed that says: “ ‘You
will indeed hear but never understand, and you mdeed see but never
perceive®For this people’s heart has grown dull, and witkitrears
they can barely hear, and their eyes they haveedoest they should see
with their eyes and hear with their ears and untard with their heart
and turn, and | would heal them.’
o Upon completion of his ministry (Mat 23) he notee pending desolation of the
temple —
o In the following discourse with the disciples (M) he articulates further
» The future destruction of the Temple
* The desolation of the land
» The abomination of desolation discussed by Daniel
* Who was IN the Babylonian desolatiasmen he wrote it
o Thus, he was certainly understanding of a futugeawth
of “the stump” of “holy seed” and the impending diasion
once again of the nation
* |saiah 6:13 (ESV)
13 And though a tenth remain in it, it will be burned
again, like a terebinth or an oak, whose stump
remains when it is felled.” The holy seed is its
stump.

Isaiah 6, then, must be understood as a dual refere

» There is a message for Isaiah’s day
* There is a message for a future generation
* The message is the same:
o You will hear but not understand
0 You will see but not perceive
0 Your heart will be made dull — lest you turn andemet
0 You will thus be judged by:
» (Cities lying in waste
» Houses without people
= Exile
=  While the holy seed is preserved throughout it all

(fulfilled — 70 AD)

43 |Page



Chapter 2: The Mountain of the Lord

Isaiah 2:1-4 (ESV)

'The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerdimgh and Jerusalerfilt shall come to
pass in the latter days that the mountain of thaslkecof the LORD shall be established as the
highest of the mountains, and shall be lifted upvatthe hills; and all the nations shall flow tp
$and many peoples shall come, and say: “Come, lgbusp to the mountain of the LORD, to the
house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach usdys and that we may walk in his paths.” Ror
out of Zion shall go the law, and the word of ti@RD from JerusaleniHe shall judge betweer
the nations, and shall decide disputes for manyleso and they shall beat their swords into
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hookgiamashall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war anymore.

—

The Timing
%It shall come to pass in the latter days

* “in the latter days” — (it shall come to pass isuased — the Hebrew only states “in the
latter days”

o ‘“latter” — Heb.aharit (akh-ar-eeth’) lit. “end” “last”

» Latter does not mean “at some point later than now”
* |t means “in the last days” overall
* The question then become “last” of what?

o “days” — Hebyom- “day” (2008 times) — literally refers to the diaye as
opposed to the night (but refers to a 24 hour peamwell) — but also can refer to
any period of timelepending on the context

* Yom kippur the day of atonement — a literal 24 hour day
* |t can also mean “year” or “season” or “periodiof¢” depending on
context
* Gen 2:4 “these are the generations of the heavehsarth...in the
day (yom) when the LORD God made the earth and the hedvens.
o0 Referring to 7 days as “the day”
» Hereyomis used in the plural
* When used in the plural, yom takes a figurative-stamdard
meaning — a “space of time”
* i.e. grandfather telling grandchildren: “back in agys...”
* Thus: “in the latter days” means “in the last tghe most specifically relating to years

o This is an eschatological text — speaking aboid [#tter times”

o Typically, Jewish eschatology speaks in terms g

» Matthew 24:3 (ESV)
3 As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciplesecemhim privately,
saying, “Tell us, when will these things be, andatmuill be the sign of
your coming and of the close of the age?”

» Matthew 13:39 (ESV)
%9and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. Thestas/the close of
the age, and the reapers are angels.
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» Matthew 12:32 (ESV)
32 And whoever speaks a word against the Son of Mibeviorgiven, but
whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will nofdrgiven, either in this
age or in the age to come.

» Luke18:29-30 (NIV)
29" tell you the truth," Jesus said to them, "no ovteo has left home or
wife or brothers or parents or children for the sadf the kingdom of God
will fail to receive many times as much in this age, in the age to
come, eternal life."

o “aharit yoni refers generally to “the final age” or “the lasars”
» This text, compared to other “last age” texts adletnmuster as this being a

messianic kingdom text

The Scenario

the mountain of the house of the LORD shall bebéisteed as the highest of the mountains, and
shall be lifted up above the hills;

*  “mountain” — Mt. Moriah — where the temple was buil
o Jerusalem is an elevated city above the surrouridimtscape
o Moriah is the utmost elevated position within tlitg;dhe location of the Temple
(called “Temple Mount”)
* “house of the LORD” — always refers to the Templetabernacle) in OT
o Inthe “latter days” — the temple will be once aghuilt to the specifications of
the never-built temple of Ezekiel 40-43
* “highest of the mountains and lifted up above titie’h
o Itisthe mountairof the house of the Lord that is established higihan all other
mountains
0 This has two possible meanings:
= “higher” could refer to the elevation of the mountaln that case, it may
refer to the physical structure of the mountaifitesally be raised higher
into the air than all other mountains on earth
»  “higher” may refer to the authority of the mountaieing the highest in
the earth. In this usage, “higher” refers to tbever the mountain of the
house of the Lord represents.
* This is the clearest explanation in the context:
o0 The mountain of the Lords house is elevated palitic-
such that:
= V2 “all the nations flow to it”
» V3 “out of Zion shall go the law”
» V4 “He shall judge between the nations” —etc

The Extent of Rule

all the nations shall flow to it,

» This line affirms the “authority” interpretationrfthe establishment of the Lord’s
mountain as “higher” than all other mountains
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* The term “nation” heregpy) is used of governmental affinities, people growrsl
“nations” in general
* River — Hebnahar(naw-har’) a verb made out of a nomahar means “river”
o Lit. “the nations shall ‘river’ from it”
0 The clear point is that the power of the mountdithe Lord will be the source of
the power for all other nations
0 This fits the context perfectly:
= All governmental authority will come from the Loedmountain — and the
house of the Lord, as he governs from the Templento
= All nations will receive their marching orders ditly from Him
» He will be the King of the earth

3 and many peoples shall come, and say: “Come, lefousp to the mountain of the LORD, to
the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teatlisusays and that we may walk in his paths.”

* ‘“peoples” is a different term than “nation” above
o Generally, determining a smaller section of conglaated people
= Atribe
=  Afamily
= A people group (irrespective of national affinity)
* ‘“let us go up to the mountain” “to the house”
o People are willingly — intentionally — making piigrages to Jerusalem —to
Moriah, the Mount of the Lord
* “that he may teach us his ways and that we may imdtks paths”
o0 At this point in time (we learn from numerous otkeriptures) there is a spiritual
renewal on the earth
» The reprobate are not allowed into the kingdom (R&gt
» The Kingdom begins with only believers
» Their heart is to learn the ways of the King

The Source of Rule

For out of Zion shall go the law, and the wordlod t ORD from Jerusalem.

* This is a re-statement of what was already estadddis
0 “Zion” — specifically, the second highest peak @nukalem (next to Moriah)
o Figuratively — “Jerusalem” in general
» Psalm 87:2 (ESV)
the LORD loves the gates of Zion more than alidthelling places of
Jacob.
* Jod 2:1(ESV)
! Blow a trumpet in Zion; sound an alarm on my hobumtain! Let all the
inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of £l@&RD is coming; it is
near,
* Psalm 51:18 (ESV)
8Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; build up thels of Jerusalem;
o0 Thus, “the law” will come from Jerusalem — where #ing will dwell
* Note the parallel:
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0 “out of Zion shall go the law” — parallels with £ht word of the LORD from
Jerusalem”
= Zion is equated with Jerusalem
» “word of the Lord” is equated with “law”
o0 This refers to a restoration of a true theocracy:
» God himself is the King
» God himself is the law maker
» The “word of the Lord” is equated with the “law” tife land
» This is precisely how Israel was initially estabgsl: a theocracy,
who served the written law of God.
» At this time, the entire world will have its lawsamed out of
Jerusalem

“He shall judge between the nations, and shall aedidputes for many peoples:

* Judge — Helshapat(shaw-fat’) — “to judge” in a governing motif -t.Ii'to settle
disputes” “to determine innocence or guilt” “tadete”
o0 There is no separate judicial system — the Lotibtk lawgiver — and judge as to
the upholding of that law to the nations
» Again, a parallel is used:
0 “judge between the nations” — vs — “decide dispébesnany peoples”
o This parallel indicates a scope of such judgment:
= “Nations” —vs- “peoples” - indicate the large ahe smaller people
groups (same two terms used in v2-3)
» “Judge” —vs — “decide disputes” —
* “judge” (as noted above) is the legal, governmese#ding of the
law
» “decide disputes” — Helyakah(yaw-kahh’) — lit. “reprove”
“rebuke” “correct”
o Taking a personal initiative in the discipline bét
behaviors — beyond mere judgment of an actionanight
or wrong category

The Results

Weapons of War Eliminated
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, dr@rtspears into pruning hooks:;

another parallel:

* “swords into plowshares” —vs- “spears into pruniagpks”
0 Swords & spears are weapons of war, obviously k& designed to harm, kill,
defend an attacker or attack
o Plowshares and pruning hooks are farm implementsed to cultivate, feed,
nurture
* The art of war has been replaced with the art aicwdture
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» This is the polar opposite of Joel's prophecy comicg the attitude of human
governmentgrior to the establishment of the Lord as the King
o Jod 3:10 (ESV)
19Beat your plowshares into swords, and your prurfingks into spears; let the
weak say, “I am a warrior.”
= At this time (Joel’s reference) men are being geged of the Lord for the
great judgment against the nations — whereby thd Wl fight against
them and destroy them before the establishmeirieoKingdom

National Conflict Eliminated

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, &t shall they learn war anymore.

* “nation shall not lift up sword against nation’"@égone conclusion for several reasons
o First: disputes are now settled directly by thed_or
o0 Second: they have no spears
o Third: they are no longer learning the art of war

Other Thoughts:

* This is clearly a supernaturally induced scenario
o Itis not made up merely of man’s good intentions
o0 The spirit of rebellion is clearly quelled by therd’s presence (and Satan’s
absence- as other texts reveal)
* This is clearly a prophecy about “earth” in thedatays
o Not Heaven
* This is clearly a unified theocracy being depicted
0 It's not something uniquely about the church oaés$r but the whole earth — all
governments — all people groups — unified undelLtivd as King
» This text is virtually mirrored in Micah

Micah 4:1-3 (ESV)

!t shall come to pass in the latter days that tfeinain of the house of the LORD shall be
established as the highest of the mountains, asithill be lifted up above the hills; and people
shall flow to it,>and many nations shall come, and say: “Come, lejaisp to the mountain of
the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, thahéwe teach us his ways and that we may walk
in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth thew, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalén.
He shall judge between many peoples, and shaltdddor strong nations far away; and they
shall beat their swords into plowshares, and ttspiears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift
up sword against nation, neither shall they leamr a@nymore;

v
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The Righteous Branch

Isaiah 11:1-10 (ESV)
' There shall come forth a shoot from the stump s$deand a branch from his roots shall beay
fruit. >And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, ®périt of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of kiemlge and the fear of the LORDANd his
delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He simait judge by what his eyes see, or decide
disputes by what his ears heabut with righteousness he shall judge the poor, dacide with
equity for the meek of the earth; and he shalkstthe earth with the rod of his mouth, and with
the breath of his lips he shall kill the wické®ighteousness shall be the belt of his waist, ang
faithfulness the belt of his loinsThe wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopahaill lie
down with the young goat, and the calf and the #ind the fattened calf together; and a little
child shall lead them.The cow and the bear shall graze; their young skilown together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the 8%he nursing child shall play over the hole of thérma,
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the gdden.® They shall not hurt or destroy in al
my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of tknowledge of the LORD as the waters cover
the sea’’In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand aigaal for the peoples—of him shall
the nations inquire, and his resting place shaligh@rious.

His Lineage

Isaiah 11:1 (ESV)
' There shall come forth a shoot from the stump ségeand a branch from his roots shall bear
fruit.

His Nature

|saiah 11:2-3 (ESV)

% And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, $imérit of wisdom and understanding, the
Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledad the fear of the LORPANd his delight
shall be in the fear of the LORD....

His Actions

|saiah 11:3-5 (ESV)

3 And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORR. $thall not judge by what his eyes see, or
decide disputes by what his ears hédnut with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and
decide with equity for the meek of the earth; aadhall strike the earth with the rod of his
mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shalltkié wicked® Righteousness shall be the belt of
his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins.
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Nature of His Reign

Isaiah 11:6-10 (ESV)

®The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopahdill lie down with the young goat, and th
calf and the lion and the fattened calf togetherg a little child shall lead themiThe cow and
the bear shall graze; their young shall lie dowgdther; and the lion shall eat straw like the Bx.
The nursing child shall play over the hole of tlbra, and the weaned child shall put his hang
on the adder’s derf.They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mainf for the earth shall be
full of the knowledge of the LORD as the watersctive sea'’In that day the root of Jesse,
who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—ofsfiail the nations inquire, and his resting
place shall be glorious.

D

Harmony in Nature

« °The wolf shall dwell with the lamb

* the leopard shall lie down with the young goat

» the calf and the lion and the fattened calf togethe
* The cow and the bear shall graze

» their young shall lie down together

Harmony with Man

» alittle child shall lead them
* The nursing child shall play over the hole of tbbm@a
* the weaned child shall put his hand on the addkn's

Herbivorious State

* The cow and the bear shall graze
» the lion shall eat straw like the ox

Knowledge of the Lord

* They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy maoaint
» for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of tH@RD as the waters cover the sea

Reign of the Branch

In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand agjaal for the peoples—of him shall the nations
inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.
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Chapter 13: Destruction of Babylon

The Lord’s Army

|saiah 13:1-5 (ESV)

! The oracle concerning Babylon which Isaiah the sbAmoz saw’.On a bare hill raise a
signal; cry aloud to them; wave the hand for thenertter the gates of the noblésmyself have
commanded my consecrated ones, and have summomeihty men to execute my anger, m
proudly exulting oneé.The sound of a tumult is on the mountains as eéatgnultitude! The
sound of an uproar of kingdoms, of nations gatteetogether! The LORD of hosts is musterin
host for battle’ They come from a distant land, from the end ohtéwavens, the LORD and the
weapons of his indignation, to destroy the whotella

J a

The Target
Isaiah 13:1 (ESV)

' The oracle concerning Babylon which Isaiah the sbAmoz saw.

Babylon — as a literal historical nation — woulddsstroyed about 140 years after Isaiah’s
prophetic term; in 539, falling to Cyrus (Medo-Rans)

We will see that there is also a future referecBabylon as a symbolic reference to Satan’s
kingdom on earth in the latter days

The Call: Signal an Army

|saiah 13:2 (ESV)

20On a bare hill raise a signal: cry aloud to themawe the hand for them to enter the gates of

the nobles.

“bare hill” — used as a clean, high spot from whiglsignal to an awaiting army —
perhaps a lookout would wait from a distant sealpate hill
“raise a signal” — lit. “raise a bannernes(nace) — “standard
on a pole)”
“wave the hand” — either a hand wave, or the wawiagd which waved the flag, or
banner, of the signal
The raising of the banner and signaling of the wiavend — together instigate a
command that can be seen by a great army
“enter the gates of the nobles”
o The picture is that people are in place to ranslaekprotected places of the city
0 A banner is lifted, signifying that the time ofatk has arrived
0 And the attack would next ensue

ensignia” “flag (raised
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Note: when Cyrus invaded historical Babylon, he b by timing an assult through the gates of
the rivers themselves.

The Euphrates ran through the city — and througldital 300+ feet walls. The walls had gates
protruding downward, through the river.

Cyrus diverted the river upstream, lowering theslsythat he could attack the city under the
walls — rather than over them — during the night.

| saiah 44:27-28 (ESV)
>’who says to the deep, ‘Be dry: | will dry up yoivers’: *®who says of Cyrus, ‘He is
my shepherd, and he shall fulfill all my purpose’...

The Provision: God’s Sovereignty

|saiah 13:3 (ESV)
1 myself have commanded my consecrated ones, aredshanmoned my mighty men to execute
my anger, my proudly exulting ones.

* “I myself have commanded”
o Clearly, this is God’s motion — his decision — badtle
o Itis not the result of random historical unfoldsgtc
* “my consecrated ones”
0 “consecrated” -gadash(kaw-dash’) — “sanctified” “dedicate” “holy”
» This (and a few variants) is the term for “holy”
*= An ironic term to use of Cyrus — a pagan
e “summoned my mighty men”
0 “mighty men” —gibbor (ghib-bore’) — “warriors” “champions” “soldiers”
* In both cases:
0 “my” mighty men — and “my” consecrated ones
o0 This language God’s consecrated warriorsas an angelic ring to it — sounding
as if more than a human army is referenced, perhaps
* “to execute my anger”’
0 Again, this is clearly God’s own campaign agaihsise whom his anger burns

The Action: A Great Battle

|saiah 13:4 (ESV)
“The sound of a tumult is on the mountains as atatanultitude! The sound of an uproar of
kingdoms, of nations gathering together! The LORBasts is mustering a host for battle.

* “sound of a tumult”
o Lit. “sound of a great multitude”
o The Medes and Persians formed an alliance to deBabylon - representative of
a great people group
* “on the mountains”
o0 The attackers clearly have some mountainous tettairthey travers on their
path to Babylon
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* ‘“uproar of kingdoms”
o Or “uproar among the kingdoms”
o0 A coalition is formed by two great groups for thepose of eliminating Babylon
— at God's own direction
* “LORD of hosts is mustering a host for battle”
0 “LORD of hosts” — a common expression/title for God
» The meaning of this: frequently referring to arsgel
* 1Kings22:19 (ESV)
9 And Micaiah said, “Therefore hear the word of th@RD: | saw
the LORD sitting on his throne, and all the hoshe&ven standing
beside him on his right hand and on his left;
» Danid 8:10 (ESV)
191t grew great, even to the host of heaven. And safrttee host
and some of the stars it threw down to the groumditeampled on
them.
* Zephaniah 1.5 (ESV)
®those who bow down on the roofs to the host dfi¢laeens, those
who bow down and swear to the LORD and yet sweailoypm,
*  Yet, that does not seem to fit here
0 “mustering a host”
» The LORD of “hosts” is mustering a “host” for battl
» The determination of what type of “host” this isutabgreatly change the
outcome of the full meaning of this text
0 Question:
» |s “the LORD of hosts” synonymous with God as tl@@RD of the pagan
lands of the Medes & Persians?

A Reiteration:

|saiah 13:5 (ESV)
°They come from a distant land, from the end ohtvens, the LORD and the weapons of his
indignation, to destroy the whole land.

* “they come from a distant land” — seems simple ghou
* “from the end of the heavens”
o Shamayin{shaw-mah’-yim) — “heavens” 1,2 or 3 — sky, owgpace, or where
God lives
o Once again, a strange term for armies that marotiecground from neighboring
lands
» “destroy the whole land”
o “destroy” —habal(khaw-bal’) — lit. bind or take — fig. destroy,rcopt
o0 “destroy” is chosen because of context:
* V6 notes another term for destruction
» Shod(shode) — meaning “spoil” “destroy” “make desolate
» V9 notes of the desolation of the land
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= V.20 notes it will never be inhabited again
= Clearly “destruction” is the term intended

Problems:

Several problems can be noted with above statenfdhts text is to be rendered completely as
a description of the destruction of Babylon.

1. God calls “my consecrated (holy) ones” in v.3
a. One might normally consider this a reference tcedsg rather than men
b. One may also note this a reference to one of tmd't oedeemed rather than a
pagan king (Cyrus)
2. Likewise: “mighty men” in v.3 sounds as if it wollather refer to angels than to the
constituency of Persia
3. “the sound of a tumult...on the mountains” is alscstagious
a. Armies normally would not traverse mountains untbey had to. This would
not be the case from any foreseeable direction [(tben think of) in entering
Babylon —
4. "LORD of hosts” “mustering a host”
a. The use obaba(hosts) in the title “LORD of hosts” AND in thersa sentence
with “mustering a host”
i. Sounds like the LORD raising an angel army rathanta human one
5. “they come from...the ends of the heavens” in v5
a. Could be purely figurative
b. Or- could refer to a larger use of the teshmamayim- that is; the heavenly places
themselves (skies, space, etc)
6. “destroy the whole land” in v.5
a. Doesn't fit historical Babylonian story
i. The Persians did not destroy literally the city
ii. The city endured until the time of Alexander thee&@r
7. There is MUCH MORE in this chapter that causestorre-evaluate whether this is a
literal destruction of Babylon — figurative — orpérhaps this refers to dual reference:
That the text ipartially fulfilled in the near vision, but i&lly fulfilled at a later time
a. The land is made desolate in v.9 — but that didafipen at the time of Cyrus
b. Inv 10 stars did not shine, the sun was darkntben did not shine
I. This has no historical reference whatsoever alistiime
c. V11 notes, “I will punish the world” — in the tetliat seems to be pointed
uniquely at Babylon
d. V13 - the “earth will be shaken out of its place”
i. Again, no historical note of this ever happening
e. A *“day of the Lord” reference in v.6 and 9

By the end of the chapter, it is clear that:

1. “Babylon” refers to something bigger tharst the 8" century kingdom BC
2. The attackers are more thpst the armies of Cyrus in théhG:entury BC
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The Nature of This Event

Itis a “Day of the Lord” Event

Isaiah 13:6 (ESV)
®Wail, for the day of the LORD is near; as destrmetirom the Almighty it will come!

day of the LORD

» “day of the Lord” always refers to God'’s divine judgment
o This term has an eschatological application — ewvéerms when there is a local
fulfillment, there is also an eschatological fuifient
o This is a good example of such a place:
* |ndeed, Babylonvould be destroyeldy God’s chosen army — that of
Cyrus and the Persians, about 140 years aftertphecy
= However,also,there is an eschatological reference in the temterning
a “Day of the Lord”
o “day of the Lord” passages include:
» Eternality of destruction
» (the last portion of the chapter focuses on thmatenature of
Babylon’s destruction)
* In this destruction, the land physically laid bare- not just the
kingdom, but the real estate
0 lIsaiah 13:20 (ESV)
201t will never be inhabited or lived in for all geragions;
no Arab will pitch his tent there; no shepherdd miadke
their flocks lie down there.
= Angelic intervention
* The judgments of the day of the Lord have angeficénce.
Revelation spells this out in detail, while manketDotL
passages make references. (Angels are in chatpe pfdgments
of the tribulation in Revelation)
» Upheavals in nature
* Typically: earthquakes, eclipses of the sun, maeh stars,
drought, etc.
* These types of things are noted in this destruafddabylon:
o0 lIsaiah 13:10 (ESV)
For the stars of the heavens and their constatistidll
not give their light; the sun will be dark at itsing, and the
moon will not shed its light.

0 lIsaiah 13:13 (ESV)
BTherefore | will make the heavens tremble, andetimth

will be shaken out of its place, at the wrath @& HORD of
hosts in the day of his fierce anger.
» Thus: it must be understood that this destruadioBabylon, being a “day
of the Lord” passage, including DotL influencesgaks of more than just

55|Page



a 6" century BC event — it speaks also of Babylon'sipalar fate in a
future event related to world-wide destruction.

“as destruction from the Almighty”

» “destruction” — Hebshod(shode) — “spoil” “destruction” “desolation” — artm
indicating violence to be waged against, with d@eryt spoiled condition as a result.
* “Almighty” — Heb. shaddayfor “Shaddai” as written commonly] (sha-dah’ee)
o A proper name of God. One of a series of named wéb theel designation
o0 Elmeans “God” and the second term would define dri@oal’s attributes
» Elolam- “God of eternity”
» El elyon-“God most high”
» El shaddai “God Almighty”
* This term highlights God’s omnipotence:
0 He is over all kingdoms
o He is certainly all-powerful over Babylon; in spaé
Babylon’s thoughts on the subject
» The phraseshod (min) shaddéddestruction (from) the Almighty”
0 Has a poetic ring
» Shodandshaddaihaving a similar sound
0 Used precisely in that manner in Joel. (in fads nearly the exact sentence)
= Joel 1:15 (ESV)
15 Alas for the day! For the day of the LORD is neard as destruction
from the Almighty it comes.

» “alas” —ahah(a-haw’) an expression of pain (like ouch or ohhh!
translated “ah” in the sense of a groan or “woethia sense of the
nature of that groan

* |saiah 13:6 begins

o ‘“wail” — yalal (yaw-lal’) a term meaning “to howl” — as if
crying out
o0 This phrase indicates the hand of God being exadis power

The Human Response to this Day

|saiah 13:7-8 (ESV)
"Therefore all hands will be feeble, and every huimzart will melt® They will be dismayed:
pangs and agony will seize them; they will be iguash like a woman in labor. They will look

aghast at one another; their faces will be aflame.

“therefore”

» Because the day of the Lord is near
» Because it will come “as destruction from the Alitig

They are Frozen with Fear
all hands will be feeble
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* Rapais what all hands will be:
o Rapa(raw-faw’) “feeble” “weakened” “faint” “slacken”
o0 This term refers to the ceasing of a presumedractio
o0 The picture is that people’s fear will cause theriterally not be able to respond
with their hands
» People will bumble about — incapable of response

every human heart will melt.

» Heart used fig. as the center of human consciogsspegche & intellect
* “melting” hearts are used in scripture to speakobnceivable fear
o (of Absalom’s menp Samuel 17:10 (ESV)
Then even the valiant man, whose heart is likehtrt of a lion, will utterly
melt with fear, for all Israel knows that your faths a mighty man, and that those
who are with him are valiant men.
o (of the Lord’s judgment of Egyptsaiah 19:1 (ESV)
! An oracle concerning Egypt. Behold, the LORD ismigon a swift cloud and
comes to Egypt; and the idols of Egypt will tremhtéhis presence, and the heart
of the Egyptians will melt within them.
o (of Israel under God’s judgmeriEgekiel 21:7 (ESV)
" And when they say to you, ‘Why do you groan?’ ybalksay, ‘Because of the
news that it is coming. Every heart will melt, aabbhands will be feeble; every
spirit will faint, and all knees will be weak as t@a Behold, it is coming, and it
will be fulfilled,” ” declares the Lord GOD.

They are consumed with fear

8 They will be dismayed:

» “dismayed” — Hebbaw-hal’ —“troubled” “afraid” — but from a very excessivegition
0 Root term meant® palpitate — tremble inwardly.
o This refers to an exceptional level of fear

pangs and agony will seize them; they will be in anguish like a woman in
labor.

* “pangs” — Hebsir (tseer) — used of severe mental anguish — gralasrggpang of birth
to a pregnant woman
o Termis also used of a hinge (such as a door hinge)
o The picture is perhaps of one sitting upright impalike a hinge bends to a 90
degree position — an involuntary spasm — in thiecadue to fear
» “agony”’ —hebel(kheh’-bel) — agony emotionally, not physicallyefers to “sorrow”
“distress” — root means “twisted” (as a rope) —ehapplied to the anguish of soul

They will look aghast at one another; their faces will be aflame.
Their facedamah lahab
* Tamah(taw-mah’) — marvel — amazed - astonished

57|Page



* Lahab(lah’hab) — flame — gleaming — polished — brilliant

They will have an astonished look on each faceey thill be utterly astonished at what they see
- they wouldn’t have believed it
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