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Introduction

1) Why learn interpretive standards
a. Presuppositions influence our understanding
b. Helps us to have open mind on difficult issues
c. Helps us to protect ourselves from deceit
2) Results of Study
a. More intimate knwledge of Word creates more intimate knowledge of God
b. Help to answer questions we struggle with in life for ourselves
c. AuthenticBible study leads to personal revival
d

. Preparation for evangelism & edificatieife vangel i st can-—pr bgl d me
candle taknowing the word thoroughly)

3) Definitions for study
a. Hermeneutics the science of interpretation
i. gk. hermeineve (hermaynew-0) - verb, "to interpret”
ii. gk. hermeineia (hermaynay-a)- N. "interpretation

iii. gk. Hermes greek God the god who brought theessage of the gods to
man

b. Exegesis
i. the proper application of the laws of interpretation (hermeneutics)
ii. to bring out the meaning of a text

iii. Hermeneutics establishes the principles by which exegesis is
accomplished

c. Interpretation
i. to expand or explain the ta@al meaning of a text
ii. not what it means to the readdyut what it meant to the author

iii. Interpretation finds the meaning of the writer and his audience at the time
of the writing

d. application: finding the response for the reader today
i. We study the Bibledr Interpretation
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ii. Application is a separate and later action
4) Preparing for study
a. Spiritual preparationThis is NOT poetry- God wrote it- God understands it
i. Have a relationship with the author

1. 1 Corinthians 2:1416 (ESV)
“The natural person does natcept the things of the Spirit of
God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand
them because they are spiritually discern&@he spiritual person
judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no ifeF o r
who has understoodé¢h mi nd of the Lord so
But we have the mind of Christ.

2. The natural man does not have the capaaciighout God's own
intervention- to understand the scriptures. Rather, the Holy Spirit
illuminates them to those He has fellowshiphwit

ii. pray for him to reveal it to us
iii. examine your life for sin that would hinder
iv. pursue maturity in your faith

1. 1 Corinthians 3::3 (ESV)
1 But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as
people of the flesh, as infants in Chridtfed you with milk, not
solid food, for you were not ready for it. And even now you are not
yet ready?for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy
and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in
a human way?

2. Even the spitual man must learn at a pace he is capable of
building from.

v. come in the right attitude NOT to prove something, but to learn
something

b. Physical prep
i. Select place & time- place conducive to study
ii. Have adequate materials
5) What to expect from this class
Three phases:

a. Study of Principles (Learn interpretive principles that must assist us in evaluating
a text)

i. Linguistic principle (study of languages)
ii. Historical/cultural principle (study of culture)
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lii. Contextual principle (study of context)
iv. Lesser PrincipleqTheological, Practical, Literal/figurative/allegorical)
b. Study of Proces@nterpretational rules)
i. The Golden Rule of Interpretation
ii. The Rule of Progressive Revelation
iii. The Law of Recurrence
iv. The Law of Double Reference
v. Others
c. Study of Practice
i. Learn how tdind the big idea of a biblical text (exegesis)
ii. Learn how to outline high points in scripture (the important parts)

iii. Learn how to accurately handle a passage of script(we are not to
teach something contrary itis exegesis)

iv. Learn how to teach or paieh a passage accurately
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The Linguistic (Grammatical) principle

The linguistic principle simply statedunderstand what the author is saying by examining
words, phrases & structure.

OAU ! OOAT OET 1T 41 71 OAO
1 Definitions
0 May be multiple meanings for a wb
A Gk.Ouranos-—heavenl or —heavens|l
1 sky, skies, airthe expanse in the atmosphere

1 space, heavens, skythe expanse beyond the atmosphere

1 heaven-rHeaven proper, God‘s throne
o0 words may have varying usag#sa single English word
A —1 o vsindle Engkh term—comes from multiple Greek terms
1 Gk.Erosi( not wused in scripture) eroti

1 Gk. Agape-chosen to love-irrespective of relationship
1 Gk.Phileo relational love- familial love based on knowledge

1 Verb Tense-verb tense &n greatly change the meaning of a sentence (lweilk —vs- | have
worked - 10 tenses in gk 3 in English

o 1Jn3:6
A GK Tense of word tr an s-lin&ngksdmays addilg i s
an —i nglbitmmiintg"’

A KJV ¢ Whosoever abideth in i sinneth not; whosoever sinneth hath not seen
him, neither known him.

A NIV -°No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin
has either seen him or known him.

1 Singular or Plural tenseis this passage talking to ME or to %o HIM or to THEM?

o |Cor 3:1617-* Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's
Spirit lives in you?' If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him; for God's
temple is sacred, and you are that temple.

A Thisisaplurakto t he church at | arge —yourse

o | Cor 6:19- ** Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in
you, whom you have received from God? You are not your 8wou were bought at a
price. Therefore honor God with your body.
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A Thisis singular-to the individual believer

o This principle MAY or MAY NOT change the meaning of a passaigethis case, it
applies to —insoimeasesinott o —mell

M Gender notatior-is this male, female or both?

o | Cor 7:25- > Now about virgins: have no command from the Lord, but | give a
judgment as one who by the Lord's mercy is trustworthy.

A The term —vir gi nsotfemale nogmate sokne hage takea u t r
this to mean females in prior decaddsday it is commonly referenced taalta
or female so is not so much of an issue

7AOAE £l O AEQOEGAOCT A@WAODAR ABKEEAT 1 EOAOAI I
AECOOAO 1T £ OPARARBhNOBPEAUOBAUOAER AAO 1 EO/
1 Simle-a comparison using —l i kel or —asl

0 Luke 13:1819 (NIV)
8Then Jesus asked, "What is the kingdom of God like? What shall | compare it
to? It is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his garden. It
grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air perched in its branches."

1 Metaphor —saying smething is something else to make a point

o0 Matthew 5:13 (NIV)
B3uyou are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be

made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and
trampled by men.

1 Hyperbole —deliberate exaggeration of a principle for purposes of illustration

0 Luke 14:26 (NIV)
26"If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and
children, his brothers and sisteg®s, even his own lifehe cannot be my

disciple.
7A0AE PEOAOAO 0O Al AOOAO
A Sometimes we have to determine which of two things being discussed are being referenced by

statement

1 Matthew 23:23 (NIV)
23"\Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a

tenth of your spicesmint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more
important matters of the lawustice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have
practiced the latter, without neglecting the former.

0 Which should be done without neglecting the other?

5|Page



SO0AU PAOAACROEADAXEDE AAOOEII
0 Parable-earthly story with heavenly meanirdut, normallyutilizesonecentral
teaching point

o Allegory—a story in which each part of t-he s
(Pilgrim's Progress by Bunyon)

o Therearenumetbs —st agesll i n between parabl e a
classify as well

) AAT OEAU OUDPA 1 £ 1 #FEAEBAOAAGA0 AR AQD OAMOODMA E
AEEEAOAT O xAUO
0 Sermatic-a sermon being told in scripturg s er mon on mo u B printedP au
sermons, etc.)
A Identity of speaker/audience may change
A Historical/cultural principles may chan@éore on this in part 2
o Poetical- poetry in the Bible- Psalms, Ecclesiastes
A Different rules altogether

A Hebrew poetry (the bulk of whatwe have)y o | ves usually two
woven text which are understood by one another (more later)

A Frequently symbolic
o Historical— historical books- Numbers, 1&2 Kings
o Narration—such as the book of Job

A Things said reflect the storynot theology

A i.e.-Job 1:9-11 (NIV)
®"Does Job fear God for nothing?" Satan replf@tHave you not put a hedge
around him and his household and everything he has? You have blessed the worl
of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the Bard.
strech out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to
your face."

1 The narrator was truthful in accounting what Satan said
1 However, what Satan said was not truthful

1 Here, linguistics (knowing it is a narration) will save the inierpretation
from error

o Wisdom-wisdomteaching literature- Proverbs- Song of Solomor
A making principles rather than promises
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0 Prophetic-that which prophesiesn ot just —telling of the
present conditior Daniel,Isaiah, Jeremiah, Jonah, etc.

A Making promises rather than principles
1 Some are conditional
1 Some are unconditionéinore on this later)
o Epistles—letters written from one person to anothdkomans, 1&1l Cor, & so on

A In Epistles it is especially importatitat we learn not only who the writer is, and
the cultural relevance of him, but also the readers/hearers, and their cultural
relevance.

(Al P - AODAOEAEDOOA 4A0EO
1 For language & translational werkise many translations to understand a t&tso ue Greek

or Hebrew concordances, etc.

91 For Cultural background studie8i bl e background comment-ary
$20 at Lifeway for either OT or NT)

1 WordStudy-Robertson‘s, Wetrdom®g'cs utesry basic def
Expository Dictionary of Bible Words (Renn), The Complete Word Study Dictionary (CWD)
(AMG Publishers), Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament (Moody) (provides derivatives,
definitions, etc), Vine's

(/- %7/ 2+AAA
READ GALATIANS CHAPTER ONE
1 Make note ofany linguistic questions that arise

The Historical (Cultural) Principle

(Understanding the times & circumstances of a writing)

+71 T x OEA AOOEIOCOADEATEEO
0 Sometimes is impossible (Hebrews)

o Strengthens our understanding:

A Ephesians-P a u | saying —Il ' v eméarsanora euhingt o b e
from Paul, in & out of prison, than if Solomon had written it
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0 Understand what the author is quoting (THus-a | | Cret+4usirgy are | i a
historically relevant language to opposeséatioctrine of some of the Creg)n

o Commentary Helps

A Tel l us author‘s other bi bl ical hi st
seen in the Bible?)

1 This may be very relevar i.e. our James passagé James is the

brot her of Christ, t hen for him t
Godl rat her than —br ot her of Chr i
A Tel l us author‘s |life & times histor

+7 17T x OEA OEIi A @ACA T &£ OEA xOE
o When in the author‘s | ife was this writ
good times?
0 What is the historical climate?
A Gospels-take place under Roman rule
A James written during great persecution of Christians

1 VERY relevantto Jamesintroduor y st at ement —cons
when you face trials of wvarious Kk

o Not always able to be discerned

ITTx OEA AOI OOOA AT A AOOOI i O T &£ OGEA AAL
AAAECOI OT A OOOAEAOQ
o How did the hearer‘s hear the message?

A |Cor2-Paulwrote—when | came to you, |l did n
el oqguence -olCosnthetrere tverdigreat shows, with shapx
announcers to draw a crowd

A Deutl4:2lb-don‘t stew an ani mahy??? Inthatt * s m
day there was apaganworspipg act i ce t o cook an anin
milk.

A Gen12:13-t el | Phar ao h-cystom was ¢ adopt wife asssister r
to include her in inheritanceotherwise, the wife got nothing if he died
Abraham very likely did this and chose to poirdttiruth out to Pharaoh
rather than to overtly claim her as his wife

A Gen 31- Laban-fatherin-law of Jacob- pursuing Jacob for household gods
—archaeology has taught us that household gods were in that custom the deed
of one‘s property
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o We c an’ ftritud prirciples$rgm a text until we understand the context
historically

A ITim-—t ake some wi n e-inftheirdaythe water \sas loacha c h |
wine was medicinal for their stomach to combat impurities in the watees
this mean that all preaebs in all future times should drink wine? Maybe not.
The principle was to use what God has given you for the purposes he gave it
don‘t allow your —rulesll to ruin you

I OA Al O1 OOEAO OEAO i Au AA T AT OEITAA
o0 Know their history &culture—
A Jonah dnitdgo tdtineweh—
They were an enemy nation (AssyrHa9f several generations

1 they participated in numerous atrocites hey put syrup o
faces and let ants eat therthey pulled expectant mothers to pieees
etc

1 God had also prophesi¢uht the Assyrians would destroy Israel if she
did not repent

Homework:

A Get a historical view of James to report to the class next week (many book
related historical insights will be found under the first verse of the first chapter
in many commentariesi n some, there is an —intr
will have this insight)

A Particularly, try to answer the questions:

T Who is the book written to? Mor e
scattered among the nati onThi$ . T
whom the book says it is written

1 Who is James? Three likely answers
Resource:www.studylight.org
o Adam CI| ar k e' snot€&omamnaptertla r y
Coffman— good outline of chapter 1

G u z i—lcHapter one notes
Mat t hew He nr—yntrosluctioro&cpdptertl aotes
Peopl e’ s Neimtroduetist a me n t

O O O O O

Scofield Reference Notesintroduction
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http://www.studylight.org/

0 Use any and all reference materials you may have at your
disposal, including study biblesThompson Chain Reference
Bible, Scofield Study Bible, etc.

1 WARNING: Commentary is just that commentary. Itis NOT the
Bible, but rather the hard work of other men in determining the
background and logistical information, and, yes, theological insight.
Commentaries will steer you right, and they will steer you wrong.
Read them with an open mind, but in their proper place. None of
these men were ever quoted in the Bible. Remember that!

Principle Practice:
Let's begin some prReadMattl®:139f t hese princioples
Look at this part:

¥ will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth viituo&d in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth wilbbged in heaven."

what??? Does Peterhavedbiy t o f orgive sin? Does he have
from earth?

Note: In that society, keys were a symbol of knowledge & understandimg was a figure of
speech. (historical principle)

Not e: The Greek wor dy —+bhea aardtl tcam n-+fee(inguistcl yo rp r -ef
principle)

Logi cal i nterpretation: — wi || give you und
whatever you forbid (bind) on earth will be forbidden in heaven, and whatever you allow (loose) on
eat h wi | | be all owed in heavenl

Meaning: You will understand the thingsofGed ou wi | | understand God°’ s

enough that you will be able to know that which should be prevented or that which should be
allowed in the churchPeter was being tght the concepts of a Spitéd life
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The Contextual Principle

Homework Review:
Who is the book of Galatians written to?
From?
What form of writing is it?

How does knowledge of these things impact how we interpret the book in light of the
linguistic and historical/cultural principles?

Contextual Principle: To se a verse and a passage in context to the writing for which it was a
part.

See a word in relation its sentence.

See a sentence in relationit®paragraph.

See a paragraph in rétan toits book.

See a book in relation its testament and to the whole Bible.

. 1T OAq 6 AOOAO AT A #EAPOAOO AEAT S0 AITTA ETO
$1 760 AOOOI A OEAU AOA 1T AOOOAI AEOEOEIT O8
must learn to d iscern paragraphs and subjects in the Bible.

This is step one of our study in a few weeks

practice discerning paragraphs and subjec@GalatiansChapter 1.

Galatians 1:1-24 (ESV)

! Paul, an apostle- notfrom men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father,
who raised him from the dead?and all the brothers who are with me, To the churches of
Galatia:® Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus ‘®¥isgave

himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and
Father>to whom be the glory forever and ever. Am&nam astonished that you are so quickly
deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and arenuta a different gospet ' not

that there is another one, but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of
Christ.2 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the
one we preached to you, let hbe accursed.As we have said before, so now | say again: If
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anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be atteosed.

am | now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am | trying to please man? If | were still
trying to please man, | would not be a servant of CHrifor | would have you know, brothers,

that the gospel that was ¥Foréddndteckivehtfrornaey i s no
man, nor was | taught it, but | received it through a reimiaif Jesus Christ®For you have

heard of my former life in Judaism, how | persecuted the church of God violently and tried to
destroy it**And | was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so
extremely zealous was | for theuditions of my fathers>But when he who had set me apart

before | was born, and who called me by his grifagas pleased to reveal his Son to me, in

order that | might preach him among the Gentiles, | did not immediately consult with atfyone;

nor dd | go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, but | went away into Arabia,
and returned again to Damascti§ hen after three years | went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas

and remained with him fifteen day$But | saw none of the othepastles except James the

Lor d* s %l what haenwriting to you, before God, | do not lig!'hen | went into the

regions of Syria and Cilici&?And | was still unknown in person to the churches of Judea that

are in Christ®Theyonlywerebari ng it said, —He who used to
the faith he ofAndthay glorified God becadse sfme. oy . |

Note 2: Many books appear to have been written in one sitting. It stands to
reason that their thoughts will fol low a common thread and that thread should
be noted for proper interpretation.

1. The immediate context

a. Verses right in front of and behind a particular verse. We should see a verse in
relation to what is around. it

b. Somestatements representiths that standn their own Some do not.
i. John 3:16- standalone truth

ii. John 3:5-requires contextual interpretation or will be rgisoted (and IS
many times by Church of Christ, Oneness Pentecostals and others who
attemptto use this verse as proof that baptism is necessary for salvation)
Now read 3:3 for context.

iii. Matt5:48-( NI V) —Therefore you are to be
father i s perfect. |

1. Out of context, it sounds like Jesus is saying that we are tolijteral
be perfect.
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2. In context, our subject (coming later) begins in v—43ead 4348
— context is talking about lovewe are to be perfect as the father
I's perfect within the context of

3. Linguistic principle also playsrole here-p e r f ect llang n gr e €
—mat ur ell o+in Enrglishnppriect mearis without flaw
the doctrine taught is to love maturely or completely

4. The meaning, then, is that we are not only to love those who love
us, but to love everyone as Godde¢so | ove —compl et el
(perfectly)

2. Context of the book(where does this passage fit into the context of the whole book)

a. | Cor 13—the love chapter
i. Chapter 12- spiritual gifts
ii. Chapter 14-speaking & preaching gifts

ii. Chapter 13 i s knowwhichmaybetalmsnodgn.ov e ¢ ha
Chapter 12endswith—I * | show you a(ommore excel
chapters actually hurt the proper connection of 13 te aR)gifts are to
be utilized in love- context tells us that Chapter 13 is aboutitii&zing
our spiritual gifts in love not just a definition of what love is

3. Other passages by the same author on the same subject

Text: 1 Corinthians 14:3335 (ESV)

%3 For God is not a God of confusion but of peace. As in all the churches of the*%its,
women should keep silent in thburches. For they are not permitted to speak, but should be in
submission, as the Law also saydf there is anything they desire to learn, let them ask their
husbands at home. For it is shameful for a woman to speak in church.

a. If Paul is interpreté in | Cor 14 to mean women should not speak in churches in
all times & all places, then we have to assume that Paul would mean that in every

other place.
i. Full context of 1 Cor 14 :—-orpgher agr aph
manner in which church worship io be conducted (v240)
i. Galatans3—I n Chri st there is neit-her sl &

this must be reconciled to | Cor 14

ii. 1Tim2:12* But | do not allowa womarto teachor exerciseauthority
overa man but to remaimuiet ** For it was Adanwho was first
created, andthenEve

iv. Put these together, and women are not prevented from prophesying or
praying publicly, but rather from doing so in a position of autiia@ver
men.
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1. Furthermore, Paul A ius.ehe law—t he Law
(nomos) s referenced as a contextual
assertion (which is the next dimension of the principle)

4. Other passages by other authors on the same subject

a. On Sahation: Jn3:16cJohn writes —For God so | oved
believeth on him shal/l be savedl
b. On Salvation: Rom 10:20—-P a u | writes —If we confess

Jesus is Lord and believe in our hearts that God raised him from the dead we shall
be savedl

c. On Salvation: the author of Hebrews ndteg 25) —..he ( Chri st ) i
the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to
make intercession for them..|

d. These verses asachtrue- butunderstanding themgeher helps us tdevelop
more fully what is meant bybelievingdl on Christ noted in Jn 3:16

5. The whole Bible— I must interpret my passage on the teachings of the whole-Bible
rarely is one verse or passage a complete exegesis on a subject

a. If linterpret averse of scripture contrary to the teachings of the rest of the Bible, |
have it wrong

i. 1L.E. the doctrine of Giving The Bible teaches giving oxtenth, sacrificial
giving, giving ALL. Which is it?
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The Lesser Principles

AEATTT CEAAT QO O@AAOEAAI O0OET AEDI A
1 Theological Principle-do your best to know the theological understanding of the
day in which the author lived(he will not have written beyond his understanding)

o Built on the concept of Progressive Revelatiddod revealed himself, people
understoodGod revealed more (like math leading to algebra)

o0 There were preparatory theologiepriesthood system in OT prepares the
way for the priesthood of Christ and of the believer in Chrigive read OT
we do not see the same scope of theology that we $¢E+we must
understand writers in accordance with their revelation

A Multiple wives in Old Testamentt he f ul | revel ati on ¢
principles in marriage was not give
himself

A Jesus saying —i t—réavsalsalackaft en.. but |

understanding of earlier principlegjiven by later light

o This is particularly important when studying the Old Testaraadtthe
gospels
1 Practical Principle — One shouldhever study the Word of God withotnsidering
—what shewd dorl delas a r es ushauldlo fa ptphliys tpha ss

A We will deal with this principle much later, as it is more concerned
with applicationthaninterpretation.

All 5 principles discovered so yfsltouldapplytothe-Gener
whole Bible in some way every book, every writing.

4EOAA 3DPAAEAOEA®AIBAEDI AEODI A0 AOA TT1U E
AEOA CAT AOAlI DPOET AEDI AO

9 Literal Principle—This is a literal passagel take it at face value. &Wmystical

meaning, no metaphor , nThisikthegbasicadfaul e s peec

principle until the author clues us in otherwise.

o Aut hor might say, —then Jesus taught t
ki ngdom of God is I|ikel, etc.

o Author might use a hyperbole or metaphor that is obviously not literal, etc.
This tell us that we are NOT to take the passage literally.
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1 Figurative principle- understanding from the 5 general principles that something is a
principled teaching rather tharparsonal claim to be made.

o Prov 22:6 (NIV)° Train a child in the way he should go,
and when he is old he will not turn from it.

1 Allegorical Principle- an extended figure of speech
o This is beyond parable with one meaning, but a story with mangingsa
A The story (parable) of the sower

9 Jesus interprets thig has many meaningsit should not be
seen as a parable, but an allegory

A How do we know the difference between a parable and an allegory?
Context—(good Samaritaranswer i ng thHosmguesti on
nei g hiladdne point)

We must be VERY CAREFUL determining what is metaphorical and what is literal. This can
ONLY be done after we have studied FULLY our passage using the 5 general principles.

, AO6BO x1 OE A OA@Ogq
Mat 18:2135

2t ThenPetercameand saido Him, "Lord, howoftenshall my brothesin againstme and |
forgive him? Up to sevetimes?" % Jesussaid*? to him,"l do not sayto you, up to seven
times but up to seventymesseven 2 "For thisreasorthe kingdomof heavermay® be
comparedo a kingwho wishedto settleaccountswith his slaves* "When he had beguo
settlethem,onewho owedhim ter#” thousandalentswas broughto him.# "But since he
did®! not havethe meanso repay his lordcommandedhim to be solgdalongwith his wife
and childrerand allthat he hadand repaymenb be made® "Sothe slaveell to the ground
and prostratetlimselfbeforehim, saying 'Havepatiencewnith me and | will repayou
everything' > "And the lordof that slavdelt compassiormand releasetim and forgavédim
the debt. 22 "But that slaveventout and foundneof his fellowslaveswho owedhim a
hundreddenari#”; and he seizedim andbeganto chokehim, saying 'Paybackwhatyou
owe'*"So his fellowslavefell to the groundandbeganto pleadwith him, saying 'Have
patiencewith me and | will repayou.'* "But he was unilling, and® wentand threv him in
prisonuntil he should papackwhatwas owed*! "Sowhen his fellowslavessawwhathad
happenegdthey were deeplgrievedand camend reportedo their lordall that had
happened® "Thensummoninghim, his lordsaid** to him, "You wickedslave | forgaveyou
all that debbecausegou pleadedvith me.* 'Shouldyou not alsdhave hadnercyon your
fellow slave in the samevaythat | hadmercyon you?® "And his lord, movedwith anger
handechim overto the torturersintil he should repagll that was owediim. * "My heavenly
Fatherwill also dothe sameo you, ifeachof you does not forgivhis brotheffrom youf
heart"
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Questions:
1 Isit 490 times literally?

o0 We have to know the meaning of the parable to answer thesause
Jesus said —for this reason the king

A s this a parable or an allegory? How do we know?
A What‘s the meaning?
0 Is the 490 literal, then?
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The Principle of Progressive Revelation

Principle:

God has chosen to progready reveal himself and his plan slowly over the course of history.
He did not reveal everything about himself at once, but systematically.

1 1,000 years for OT to be written

o0 But extends back in content to the creati@everal thousand years
1 400 year brak between OT & NT
1 <100 years for NT to be written

In this historical process, what was known about God and his plan in the Niotka®wn in
the OT. Things known in 1000 BC were not known in 2000 BC, etc.

Cautions related to this principle:

1 One shald not assume newer knowledge upon older principles
o IE: Messiah
A In Pentateuch it was only known that:
1 Will be seed of Woman (indicative of Virgin birthbut clarified
until Isaiah 7)
He would be God and man
He would be a prophet
He would be a king
He will be from Judah
o Thus: one cannot claim that people in Moses day looked forward to Messiah as
the atonement for their sins. They did not know such theology.
1 One shouldhotread NT knowledge back into OT (same principle as above, generally)
o Common in Re@cement Theology:
A Promises made to Israel in GTeally were made to church in NT
1 If thisis so, then how can one say the scriptures are true?
o lIsrael was told that her descendants, for example, would
have certain portions of land. Was this for the ch@ar
9 If this is true, then what did the scriptures mean to the OT hearers?
o Did it have no meaning at all, but was being saved for a
later generation?
o Will look at this more later.

= =4 =4 -4

Examples:

9 Trinitarian Theology
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o Genesis 1:2&27 (ESV)
T hen Go dtusmakalman irdueimage, after our likeness. And let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over
the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on
t he ¢€'8Bo God crdated am in his own image, in the image of God he
created him; male and female he created them.

A Thed —i s utGlomowrs known only as —onel
the —usl and —ourll are noted, no one
theology from it.

o Colossans 1:1516 (ESV)
>He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creatitior by him
all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or authoritiesl things were createthtough him
and for him.

A Here, Christ is noted as the agentof creatian part of the —us|
noted in Gen. 1

0 Psalm 139:7 (NIV)
"Where can | go from your Spirit? Where can | flee from your presence?
A Here, the HS is equwmded with God's v
o John 14:26 (NIV)
?6But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will
teach you all things and will remind you of everything | have said to you.
A Here, Jesus notes the handing ofhisfministry to the Holy Spirit
0 Acts 5:3-4 (NIV)
3Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you
have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you
received for the land®Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after dsw
sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a
thing? You have not lied to men but to God."
A Here, the HS is equated with God
T V3-— ied to the Holy Spirit!l
T VA——not | ied to men but to God. I
0 Ephesians 4:30 (NIV)
30 And donot grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the
day of redemption.
A Here, the HS is noted to be the agent of salvation

False Understandings of Progressive Revelation
That revelation continues pesanonization of scripture.

1 Latter Ran Movement
0 Loose affiliation (group) which contends that God is speaking to thextra
biblically — concerning new truths which were formerly hidden.
0 They use Daniel 12 as a preeit for their assertions:
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A Daniel 12:89 (NIV)

8| heard, but I did notnderstand. So | asked, "My lord, what will the

outcome of all this be?He replied, "Go your way, Daniel, because the

words are closed up and sealed until the time of the end.

1T —t he wor dsWeresleady rewtaled.pDaniel wrote

them. Thetedti ng i s not that —mew words
but thatthese words are sealenhtil the end. Or, that these things
will not be understood until they unfold.

A Latter Rain proponents teach that —t
) 1 There is no proods to how exactly they know this
A They assert that now —they are | earn

T They do not prove how they are —l
systematically:
o It may be visions

o Dreams
0o Etc
o All unconfirmed by scripture
homosexual —religiousll movement

A great movement is underway in various apostate denominations and extra
biblical pseudec hr i sti an groups which are purpor
progressive revelationll that homosexual
neverwrong atall, buhanki nd —got i1 tll wrong in thei
The UCC (nationally) has used this general claim in their acceptance of
homosexuality in the church.
A Their campaigniwastehti spedkiGgdl
A Their website claims:
1 God continues to shed moreHigand truth in our world. In a
similar way, we are not limited by past understandings of scripture,
but we seek new insights and help for living the faith today. God is
not finished with us yet.

Obviously, the issue with both movementand others witlhis skewed and erroneous view of
progressive revelationis that God is still creating doctrinal truths, outside of his Word.

Thus, doctrine is not determined by scripture al@oda(scriptura)out by scripture- and dreams
—and visions- and otherlternative revelations; each unverifiable and unaffirmed by Christ and
the apostles.
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"EAI AO
Note that not all Bibles are created equally.

1 Formal-vs- dynamic equivalence
o Formal equivalenceastringentword-for-word translational process
even at the expense of readability and normative presentation in the target
language (English)
A Each word is translated
A Each grammatical ingredient is attempted to be rendered strictly
into English
o Dynamic equivalence: a thougtur-thought translational pcess- at the
expense of literality and/or word order in the target language (English)
A Eachthoughtis attempted to be brought into English
A This attempts to smooth out difficult to translate portions by re
stating them in English rather than static tratish
1 Usage
o0 There is no hard line between formal and dynamic equivalence.
A Formal is more literak but less readable and at times less
understandable
A Dynamic is more understandable and readaklet less literal
A Every translation will have elements of botMost, however, have
at least a translational philosophy which puts them toward one side
or the other.
1 Purposes:
o More literal translations are best foterpretational worlbecause they
most accurately translate the original text
o Dynamic equivalence iselpful for reading and memorizing scriptures, as
it creates more fluid and memorable thoughts.
1 In interpretational work
o The more literal the better when it comes to interpretation.
A You may test the quality of the dynamic equivalent versions by
your own vork
A You generally do not want startwith a dynamic equivalent text:
you want to start as literally as possible to avoid misinterpretation
1 Specific Bibles:
0 KJV-—amust
A Many tools are built upon the KJV
A Primarily literal translation
o ESV
A Primarily literd
A Good because of numerous footnotes which present alternative
possibilities in English rendering
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o NASB
A Primarily literal
A Good because of additional tools which referen¢eASB

numbering system, dictionary, concordance)
o NIV
A Middle ground between liter& DE
T Of ficially, a —dynamic equi val
1 But more conservative than just about any other
A Very readable- easy to memorize great for public presentation
with explanation
o HolmanChristian Standard Bible
A Middle ground
T Hol man‘s phinotedasppy i mal sel f
equi valence. l
1 It will vary between formal and dynamic.
1 Paraphrases
0 |donotrecommend paraphrasegither for study or public reading.
A A paraphrase by definition— has already been interpreted by
someone else and-veorded in English.
o Paraphrases are good in rare circumstances:
A When you are struggling with keeping context & want to read
someone else‘s thoughts (as a par
A To teach children, there are seve
which use words they can better understand
1 Interlinear
o A Bible which has both source and target languages together for easy
reference of terms
A The New GreekEnglish Interlinear N{Tyndale)
A NIV Interlinear HebrewEnglish Old TestamerfZondervan)

300AU " EAI AO
1 MacArthur

M1 Scofield
1 Ryrie

3000AU
1 WalkThrough The Bible-Ken Boa (not available in WS)
1 Expository Survey of the Scripture§&ary Staats (available in WS)

N N
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New Unger ‘s Bible Dictionary
Easton‘s Il lustrated Bible Dictionary

wl AUAT T PAAEA

T

International Standard Bible Encgpledia (ISBE)
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T
)l

Tyndale Handbook of Bible Charts and Maps
MacMillan Bible Atlas
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1
1
1

#1 1

1
1
1
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Strong‘ s
Young"® s
NASB

[ AT OAOU
Keeping it simple-there are way too many to list
Theseare affordablend general
2 extremes on commentary:
o0 Some daot use them at all thus do not learn from teachers they could be
learning from
o0 Some use them exclusivelnever do the work for themselveslo not learn to
exegete scripture do notdiscovertheir doctrines for themselves
Beware: there are many lilzé commentators
Good general commentaries:
o The Bible Knowledge Commentary (OT & NT) (DTS Facutyery
conservative)
o0 College Press NIV Commentary
o IVP Bible Background Commentaf@T & NT separate)
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Interpretive Laws

AEA "T1TAAT 201 A T &£ )1 OAOPOAOGAOEI T
When the plain sense of Scripture makes common sense, seek no other gwmredore, take
every word at its primary, ordinary, usual, literal meaning, unless the facts of the immediate
context, studied in the light of related passages and axiomatic amdldmental truths, indicate
clearly otherwise

- David L. Cooper (1884.965), founder and president of "The Biblical Research Society"

1 Basic truth: read scripture plainly, literally, from left to right, as it readlsless there is
something in the textself which reveals that it cannot be taken plainly.

1 Principle:
o Do not —insertl a symbolic truth into a
literally

o Even when figures of speech are used, a literal element is behind them and
should be the first assumptias to the intended meaning
1 Terms:
o Take every word at its
A Primaryi this term focuses on the origiriaherentideaof a word, esp.
in light of the age of the writinghe definition is not left behind)
A Ordinaryand usuali (usual for emphasis)indicating that a word must
be interpreted not only within its definition, but within its usual definition
within its cultural norm unless otherwise indicated (the cultural ideals are
not left behind)
A Literal i the actual thought as it is presentettie antithesisf
metaphorical or figurative. This is the default usage, changed only under
the circumstances below.
0 Unless the facts of the immediate coréerticate otherwise
A Studied in the light of related passages
1 Many times a related passage will reveal posiivieh text is
literal or figurative in its interpretation (examples shortly)
A And axiomatic and fundamental truths
1 Thus, the obvious truths of the observable wertat theology etc
- should be compromised in the context to know something is
figurative
A Indicate otherwise
1 If related passages and axiomatic truths do not fit a passage, then
it can be considered for figurative interpretation
A NOTE: —axiomatic and fundamental tr
for the miraculous
1 There are some who coualt miraclesas symbolic in scripture
because they believe that they interfere with axiomatic and
fundamental truths
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o0 However, the verydeaof God is wholly consistent with
the fundamental understanding of the miraculous

1 Three ways a text can be used:
o Literal-—p ai n | a n-gitumeaneprecigely whiat it sounds like on the

surface

o lllustratively—it means precisely what it sounds like on the surface, but is used
as an illustration
o Figuratively—it means something differently from what it sounds Hkeis used

figuratively
1 Examples:

o lllustrative usage misunderstood:
A Mat 24:32 and Luk 21:29

T
T

T

Here, Jesus uses a fig tree as illustration
Many think he is speaking symbolicaliybecause a fig tree can
be symbolic of Israel in scripture
If so, they thinkthatisael * s becoming a nation
of —s and thdt one generation later, Christ will come
o (this is apparently the thinking behiB8 reasons Christ
will come in 198&00Kk)
However, in Luke‘s account, the f
trees— making this symbolic usage null & void
o Rather, this was a simple illustration, with a fig tree (and
other trees) as examples:
A When the leaves arrive, Summer is near
A When you see these signs (from the context) the
end is near

o0 Symbolic usage misundeéosd: Mat 26:2029
A Catholicism: doctrine of transubstantiation
1 Based on literal understanding of this text
A Related passage: Luke 22:2@
1 Jesus notes a metaphor is being used

o —this is my bodyl —do this 1in
o Literal usage misunderstood
A Romans 11
T —Il sraelll often understood to refe
theology)
o From —Jewl interpretation in C
T Yet, v 11 states —through their t
Ge nt +notng d literal Israel was being referenced
o Alsov 13,1722
T Vv25——a parti al hardening has c¢ome

of the Gentiles has come inl

1 Importance othis law:

25|Page



o Several schools of theological thought ignore this rule and use figurative
interpretational methods whenever they do not lileliterally presented
material
A Figurative prophetic (second coming) predictieran example
T Attri bute many passages to Chri st
figurative— thus to explain their theological position

Jeremiah 33:17 (ESV)
Y"MFor t hulORB: Bavid shallmever lack a man to sit
on the throne of the house of Israel,

Jeremiah 33:21 (NIV)[relatedi give more insight it is

DAVI D6S throne)

?’then my covenant with David my servaamd my covenant

with the Levites who are priests ministgr before mecan be
broken and David will no longer have a descendant to reign on
his throne.

Luke 1:3233 (NIV) [relatedi J ESUS i s said to be
¥ He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.

The Lord God will give him thétone of his father David?and

he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will

never end."

Matthew 25:3132 (NIV) [relatedi that throne is noted
fearthlyd upon the Second coming
3"When the Son of Man comes in his glond afi the angels

with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly gloRAll the

nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the

people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from

the goats.

Joel 3:1-2 (NIV) [relatedT specifidty of location]

M'In those days and at that time, when | restore the fortunes of
Judah and Jerusalerfil will gather all nations and bring them
down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat. There | will enter into
judgment against them concerning my inheritangepaople
Israel, for they scattered my people among the nations and
divided up my land.

9 Others make figurative the very nature of the atonement of Christ
o Moral example theory of atonement:

A Jesus did not come to —fulfill t
dying as a bl ood atonement to fu
for sin

A He rather died as an example
1 Other Examples:
o Gen. 1-
A Prose-not poetry
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A Lit —not fig
Jonah 2
A Some see fig. vB — not lit. distress- not lit. Sheol
Ezekiel 28-two prophesies
Ps23? Written as sheep
Rev 6-seals
Rev9—-using i magery about the —starl

o

o O 0O

AEA | Ax 1T £ $1 OAT A 2AEAOAT AA
The Law of Double Reference is an interpretational rule for biblical prophecy in which prophetic

predictions are fulfilled at differing times but aresdribed in a singular prophetical passage as if
they were a singular event.

Our —officiall definition for this cour se:

"Two events, widely separated as to the time of their fulfillment, may be brought
together into the scope of one prophecy. This wasalbecause the prophet had a
message for his own day as well as for a future time. "

-- J. Dwight Pentecost

The Law of Double Reference is the principle of associating similar or related ideas
which are usually separated from one another by long peraddimes, and which are
blended into a single picture like the blending of pictures by a stereopticon.

-- David L. Cooper

The Idea:

This rule has to do with how prophecies are fulfilled. It involves scriptural texts which appear to
be writt ermp haeshythayaetuallyrefer to more than one historical event.

One prophecy:

1 Speaks to two different events (or more)
o It may prophesy something which will happen more than oncéyaea
o It may prophesy something which will happarpart at the curent time andn
fulfillmentat a later time
1 As if they are one prophecy
0 The reader would not normally know from the immediate context that a prophecy
will be fulfilled via dual reference
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o Normally, another text or the unfolding of history itse# will i ndicate that a
prophecy was not completely fulfilled in one event.
A i.e.—lIsaiah 11
1 portions fulfilled
1 portions remain unfulfilled
1 all are valid prophecy just not all fulfilled

The Forms:

Type: (as in typology): a prophet introduces a prophecy concerning an event,
person, etc, which isthought fulfilled, but later revealed by scripture to have
been prophetically typographical in nature. (a form of something to be revealed
later)

1 A later event (the antiype) frequently pertains to Christ and/or oféis comings
1 Anti-t ypes al so frequently develop —foreshado

Examples:

1 Heb 810
1 Jer 31:1516
o Jeremiah prophesied the weeping of Rach
A Thought fulfilled in ch 40:42 — 586 BC— Judah carried off
A Thought fulflled in 722 BC exile
A Yet, Matthew noted it wa
at the time of Christ®'s
1 Matthew 2:1618 (NIV)
®When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he
was furious, and he gave orders to kil the boys in Bethlehem
and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance
with the time he had learned from the Magi.
"Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:
18+ voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mingy,
Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted,
because they are no more."

s fulfilled
birth:

1 Daniel 9:2527
"Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild
Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, therd&sleven 'sevens,’ and
sixty-two 'sevens.’ It will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in times of trouble. 26
After the sixtytwo 'sevens,' the Anointed One will be cut off and will have nothing. The
people of the ruler who will come will destroy thity and the sanctuary. The end will
come like a flood: War will continue until the end, and desolations have been decreed. 27
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He will confirm a covenant with many for one 'seventhe middle of the 'seven’ he will
put an end to sacrifice and offeringAnd on a wing [of the temple] he will set up an
abomination that causes desolationntil the end that is decreed is poured out on him".
o Thought fulfilled in 586 BG Antiochus Epiphanes halted temple worship and
sacrificed a pig on the altar of the Tdmp
0 Thought fulfilled in 70 AD- Titus destroyed Temple (and cityerected his
Image in the temple
0 Yet, Jesus noted
A Matthew 24:425
A "Watch out that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in my name,
claiming, 'l am the Christ," and will deceive many/@u will hear of wars and
rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen,
but the end is still to come. 7 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in variousspiél
these are the beginning of birth pains. 9 "Then you will be handed over to be
persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me.
10 At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each
other,11 and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12
Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but he
who stands firm to the end will be saved Al this gospel of the kingdom will
be preached in the wholearld as a testimony to all nations, and then the end
will come. 15 "So when you see standing in the holy pldbe abomination that
causes desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daeiathe reader
understand 16 then let those who are in Judegefto the mountains. 17 Let no
one on the roof of his house go down to take anything out of the house. 18 Let no
one in the field go back to get his cloak. 19 How dreadful it will be in those days
for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 20 Pray that yi@htfwill not take
place in winter or on the Sabbath. 21 For then there will be great distress,
unequaled from the beginning of the world until rawd never to be equaled
again. 22 If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the
sake of the elect those days will be shortened. 23 At that time if anyone says to
you, 'Look, here is the Christ!' or, 'There he is!' do not believe it. 24 For false
Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to
deceive evethe electif that were possible. 25 See, | have told you ahead of
time.

WARNING:

1 Many very liberal and ungodly theological principles have abricatedas —t ypesll b
creative minds
0 We never declare something in scripture a type of something else.
A Sciipture makes that declaration, itself.
1 Matthewt el I s us that Daniel®s abomin
yet a future event.
1 Hebrewstells us that the elements of the law are forshadowing
1 Matthewt el | s us that Jer. 31 was ful
the children
o Sometheologians go nuts with typing things that scripture does not make types
out of. This leads to false presumptions and false doctrines.
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A |.E.—supercessionismor —r epl acementll theol ogy
1 Many say that the church was the agpe of Israel—
o lIsrael was thus a prophetic foreshadowing of the church to
come-—the church was the fulfillment
0 Scripture itself does not make this assertion
A Types DO exist-but scripture reveals them to us. We do not inject them
into scripture.

Gap: aprophecy predicts an earlier event followed by a later event with no
notice of such separation. (or, one prophecy speaks of two future events at
different times z without eluding to a time break)

1 One prophecy speaks of two forward events (though thdhpoyseemdo only speak of
one future event)
1 The first eventails to fulfill the prophecy
o Thus indicating that an additional future event must complete the prophecy
o Or- at times another future scriptural text indicates the prophecy to be unfulfilled
1 Neither the earlier or the later event fulfill the prophecy

Examples:

1 Numerous Messianic prophecies:
0 lIsaiah 61:1-4 (ESV)
1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to
bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind updkerthearted, to
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are
bound?t o procl ai m t he vy, amthednyof\tefgeance @RD* s f
our God; to comfort all who mourn®to grant to those who mourn in Zioh to
give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of
mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be
called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he may be
glorified. * They shall buildup the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former
devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many
generations.
AV 1-2A —speak of thdirst coming of Christ perfectly
AV 2B and following speak to treecondcoming of Christ.
A Interestingly, Jesus quoted this text at his first comibgt only in part:
1 Luke 4:17-21 (ESV)
" And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He
unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was writt&n,
AThe Spirit ofe,bebaesehechasdnointedmepon m
to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim
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liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set
at liberty those who are oppressédto proclaim the year of the
Lor do6s “Amal hexrdled dp the scroll and gave it back to the
attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were
fixedonhim®And he began to say to thenm
has been fulfilled in your hearin
o0 lIsaiah 9:67 (ESV)
®For to us a child iborn, to us a son is giveand the government shall be upon
his shoulderand his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peat®f the increase of his governmemtd of
peace there will be no enal) the thone of David and over his kingdom, to
establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time
forth and forevermorelhe zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
A What might one expect of the coming of Christ based upon this piyphec
(with no former knowledge of double reference)?
0 lIsaiah 11:1-6 (ESV)
! There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his
roots shall bear frui And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit
of wisdom and undstanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the LORDANd his delight shall be in the fear of the
LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes se@emide disputes by what his
ears hear but with righteousness hehall judge the poor, and decide with
equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his
mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wickedRighteousness
shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness thelt of his loins.° The wolf
shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat,
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall
lead them.
0 Luke 1:26-33 (ESV)
%%|n the sixth month the ang€labriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee
named Nazaretfi to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. And t®medhecameda herarsl saida me w
AGreetings, O f avor edxtBatshewas gréay traubledd i s
at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this mighi Bad the
angel said to her, fADo not be afftaid, M
And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bearrg and you shall call
his name Jesud’He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.
And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father Davidand he will
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there wilhbe end . o
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This law is related to and understood in light of the principle of progressive revelation.

Essentiallythis law states that the first mention of a principle in scripture will help clarify the
fundamental meaning ofiat principle in scripture.

1 Thisdoestake into account the law of progressive revelation
o Thus, a principle‘s meaning may have Db
thought
0 Yet, understanding its original thought will keep one on track in interpreting
the same principle later in scripture
A Understanding the foundational principle will almost always help in
understanding a principle later in theological development

Exampl e: concept of —sacrificel

1 Firstseenin Gen 4
o Genesis 4:37 (ESV)
®In the course btime Cain brought to the LORD an offering of the fruit of the
ground,*and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat
portions. And the LORD had regard for Abel and his offeribg for Cain
and his offering he had no regard. Sain was very angry, and his face féll.
The LORD said to Cain, AWhy are’you an
If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is

crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, butyoumustrulo ver it . 0
o Term —s acr i-fbutcoackptiamdasentunrsttgpeof offering given
by Cain & Abel

o0 The primary early concept was:
A Blood sacrifice is an acceptable way to approach God
A Vegetable offerings are not
1 Hebrews 11:4 (ESV)
*By faith Alel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than
Cain, through which he was commended as righteous, God
commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith,
though he died, he still speaks.
1T Heb. Concurs with the ngacceptabi
T Some would point to earlier sacrifice in
Adam & Eve-to replace their fig leave clothes
o Genesis 3:21 (ESV)
2L And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and
clothed them.
A Here, a snilar principle—though less articulatedexists
91 Sacrifices later seenprior to their formal explanation in the lawbuilding upon the
original premise: God may be approached via blood sacrifices
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o Noah, immediately after leaving the ark:
A Genesis 8:2@2 (ESV)
?Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and took some of every clean
animal and some of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the
altar. 2 And when the LORD smelled the pleasing aroma, the LORD
said in his hearisethe@@rbundibedalse airean,e r a g
for the intention of mands heart 1is
ever again strike down every living creature as | have dGiwehile
the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and
winter,dayanchi ght , shall not cease. o0
0 God affirms his blood requirement shortly thereafter:
A Genesis 9:45 (ESV)
“But you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blobéind for
your lifeblood I will require a reckoning: from every beast | will
require it and from man. From his fellow man | will require a
reckoning for the life of man.

This law also gives clarity to certain prophesies which otherwise would be very difficult to
understand.

1 lIsaiah 7
o Ahaz (king of Judah) fearing attack from Israel and Assyri
0 God tells Ahaz to ask him for a sign:
A Readv. 1014
T The sign is —the virginl

o Translations vary using —a Vi
A The Heb. Snattesal—t hel
A The Sept. states —t hel
A Matthew 1:23-quoting Isaiah Zs t at es —t hel
in the Greek

O InHebrew a def i ni virginrathetthac | e ( —t |
—aviirgin) finds its use from two possible sources:

A The immediate context (something referred to in
the same conversation)

A A principle of previous reference (something
well-known to the audience)

0 Since therés no woman mentioned in the immediate
context, the article (—thel o
previous reference.
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A The only scriptural previ o
giving birth to a sonl <con
the seed of woman, one whom is from vaam
alone, and whom will bash the head of Satan.

A Thus, this is not a randon
virgin of previous reference.
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This law indicates that there are times in scripture when an event is recorded in general and then

restated wth more detail. At times the scriptures tell a story twice (or more times), with
additional detail given in the second or later subsequent account.

T This technique iIis similar to an artist"® s
o The pai nt i og-twltsbasieimensidna structure
o The painting i -swith addtianalfHin materialelighting u t I
and details
o The painting i—withffinaifrativorky fine-tietah i s h e d |
1 Such techniqueanbe misinterpretedb be an accounting of twa moreseparate
stories— but such is in fact a misinterpretation.
o Your f atwhenrdwas yoyng |, worked on a farni
o Het hen says, —I worked with my hands,
0 He speaks not of two separate stordmit one, with additional detail ifmé
1 In scripture:
o An author writes what seems to be an e
perhaps a paragraph or even a chapter.
o He then writes a second block of scripture on the same subject, but with
additional detail.

Examples

1 Creation Account
o Geresis 1:12:3—the seven days of creatierends in 2:13
A A seemingly complete, full and chronological accounting of the story
0 Gen 2:425-refers back to the 6 days with added details concerning the
creation of man on the sixth day
A While the sixth day waaccounted for, this second accounting gives
the details of the first
I The Sons of Noah Account
o Genl0-gi ves an account of 70 nations ste
A Lists each son, their nations athe:ir languages
A Yet, at this point in time, all are s@dng one language: the account
for the confusion of the languages has not yet been accounted for
A 10:25 statesGenesis 10:25 (ESV)
>To Eber were born two sons: the name of the one was Peleg, for in
his days the earth wa sewdsJokiad e d, and
1T —t he ear t h—unckarindontext ad ef gdiut will
be revealed soon

oGe'n 11:1 —now the whole earth had one
A This goes contextually backward i nt
chapter 10
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1 Genesis 11:8 (ESV)
"Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so
that they may not unde’Bostheand one
LORD dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth,
and they left off building the city.
A Thus, t he 10:2biis\a digsionallhinguade
o Gen 10, then, gives a general telling of the nations from Shem, Ham and
Japeth, while Gen 11 focuses in on one aspect of Gen 10 for an expanded
view of that portion of the story
A This is the law of recurrence
1 The Battle of Amageddon
0 Zech 1214 prophetically predicts this battle in several layers
A 12:1-9 - a short description of the whole time period
T Depiction only-®Gdd‘lsrmredvissisdmen
A 12:1014-1 sr ael * s nat-maumiadgfor€Cheiggent ance
A 13:-thecot i nuati on of the depiction of
1 Atrticulation of her refining- having 2/3rds of the nation
destroyed (going backward historically to before her
repentance)
A 14—arecap of the whole scenasio
1 from the gathering of the nations
9 to the conmg of Christ
1 the nature of their destruction
T the final fruition of Christ®s r
1 The GogMagog Invasion
o0 Ezek 38-depicts the entire invasion
A Ends in utter death and destruction of those who fight Israel
o0 Ezek 39-more prophecy to those destealyin ch 38
A Either they have been brought back to life agaio be destroyed all
over again
A Or—this is a second stroke of the brush: filling in additional details via
a retelling of the original story.
I This is the law of recurrence

Missing a recurrenckeads to all manners of misinterpretation.

T Many speak of —t (pomaclyliecelterramtisttypes)c ount s |l
o Some who speak of two accounts, use this shamefully as a means to attempt to
inject evolutionary theory into theology

A Some notéitrlsat aft lpaticwatahdnyhical a
creation accoun{to combat thosether cultures have creajeahile
t he —second ac caocauntfdreattoma s a gener al

A Some note that the —firstl and —sec
by differentpe pl e entirely (JEPD —document
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A Some note that the —t wol were separ
and 1:2
0 Each of these fails to acknowledge the law of recurrence
A The story is ONE story told in TWO slices; such asxiseptionally
commonn arcient Jewish literature.
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Hebrew Poetry

Hebrew poetrys designed arounplarallelism rather than rhyme & rhythm likéesternpoetry
does In this format each statementeiowed by a parallel statement to make a complete
thought. That thought, ispoetic line.

1 Formats

o —Al (statement/ phrase) followed by
the same idea.

0 Most common format in scripture is ABAB

0 Also there exists an ABBA

1 Types of Parallelism:

0 synonymous parallelism(or synommism - the first halfof the poetic line is
mirrored in the second halfOr—the second half completes the idea of the
first half.

A These statements are roughly the same idea
1 Proverbs 1:22 (NIV)
22"How long will you simple ones love your simple ways? How
long will mockers deght in mockery and fools hate
knowledge?
o antithetical parallelism (antithetic) - the second half of the line contrasts the
first half
A These statements are polarized from one another
A Proverbs 10:1 (NIV)
A wise son brings joy to his father, but a fdolson grief to his
mother.

o syntheticparallelism - the secondhalf develops the first half with additional

meaning or more clarity
A Proverbs 5:3 (NIV)
3For the lips of an adulteress drip honey, and her speech is smoother
than oll;
A Psalm 1:12 (ESV)
1 A:!Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the
wicked,
1 B: nor stands in the way of sinnergr sits in the seat of
scoffers;
1 A: 2but his delight is in the law of the LORD,
1 B: and on his law he meditates day and night.
o Climactic parallelismi closely related to synthetic{less common)
A First line is an incomplete thought
A Second line brings to climactic meaning/conclusion
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1 Psalm 29:1 (ESV)
! Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the
LORD glory and strength.

o Line onersbbtiesnefsewhatll to
o Line two tells—gtwdraytlll t o ascr
0o Emblematic parallelism- second line brings illustration to the first lifless

common)
A this illustration will give a spiritual truth to the first line
A first line may have no $fitual meaning without second line
A second | ine wil.l often offer a —t he
1 Psalm 42:1 (ESV)
! As a deer pants for flowing streams,
so pants my soul for you, O God.
1 Psalm 23:1 (ESV)
'The LORD is my shepherd:;
| shall not want.
o Introverted parallelism: that which follows an ABBA pattern (rare)
A Habakkuk 3:2 (ESV)
20 LORD, | have heard the report of you, and your work, O LORD, do |
fear.
In the midst of the years revive it;
in the midst of the years make it known;
in wrath remerber mercy.

9 Distinctions:
o It may be difficult to make a distinction between synonymous and climactic at
times.
A But, the key to interpretation is to rightly align the parallel thoughts.
1 Examples:
Proverbs 5:3 (NIV)
For the lips of an adulteress drip honey,

b

and her speech is smoother than oil;

1 Interpretation: she will flat smooth talk you, boy!

Proverbs 13:6 (NIV)
Righteousness‘ guards‘the man of integrity,

! A !

but wickedness overthrows the sinner.

1 Interpretation: the righteous are guarddtie wicked overthrown
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More Examples:
In each, determine: type of parallelism, parallel terms from A to B, and interpretation.

Psalm 19:7 (ESV)
"The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; thertesy of the LORD is sure, making
wise the simple;

Psalm 19:8 (ESV)
8the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the LORD is pure,
enlightening the eyes;

Psalm 19:9 (ESV)

°the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring faewhe rules of the LORD are true, and righteous
altogether.

Psalm 37:21 (ESV)
*’The wicked borrows but does not pay back, but the righteous is generous and gives:

Psalm 37:22 (ESV)
2for those blessed by the LORD shall inherit the land, but thased by him shall be cut off.

Psalm 37:23 (ESV)
*3The steps of a man are established by the LORD, when he delights in his way;

Psalm 37:24 (ESV)
**though he fall, he shall not be cast headlong, for the LORD upholds his hand.
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Prophecy

Passagedat reveal future events from the perspective of theem@nd possibly to us as
well)

1 Key to understanding prophecy:
o understanding that God indeed has the ability to predict and relate the future to
man
o Some (liberal) theologians have difficulty befieg that God can relate the future
A Passages, then, that accurately predict later events are touted by these
individuals adater works, written after the events which they describe.
o Apply the Golden Rule of Interpretation (when the common sense makes sens
seek no other sense)
A Unless the context indicates a figurative interpretation, do not assign one
0 Avoid allegorizing prophecy (related to applying the Golden Rudat
particularly pertinent to prophetic passages)
A Evangelicals treat the scriptures laky:
1 Epistles (letters)
1 Histories
1 Teachings on doctrines of holy spirit, God, Christ, salvation, etc
A BUT- someevangelicals treat prophetic passages allegorically instead of
literally.
1 These steps are taken not because the text requirbatibecause
their theology requires it.
1 Basis for literal interpretive principles in prophecy:
o The primary basis for keeping to a literal interpretive principle in prophecy is that
the Bible itself keeps to a literal interpretive principle in prophecy.
o Examples:
A Isaiah 9:1-2 (ESV)
! But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former
time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of
Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea,
the land beyond the Jordan, @ak of the nations.
>The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who
dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined.
1 Matthew 4:1216 (ESV)
12Now when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew
into Galilee.
13And leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the
sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali,
450 that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
“8§The | and of Zebulun and the
sea, beyondhe Jordan, Galilee of the Gentilies
%the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for
those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, on them a light
has dawned. 0
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A Isaiah 6:8-10 (ESV)

8And | heard the voi cehalds$end dmeéwht or d s a
will go for us?0 Then | said, fAHere
And he said, fAGo, and say to this pe
understand; keep on seeing, but do n

1%Make the heart of this people dull, and their eazavty, and blind their
eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and

understand with their heart s, and tu
f Matthew 13:1114 (ESV)
“And he answered them, fTo you it

secrets of the kingdonf beaven, but to them it has not been given.
2For to the one who has, more will be given, and he will have an
abundance, but from the one who has not, even what he has will be
taken away.
13This is why | speak to them in parables, because seeingdhey
not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.
“Indeed, in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled that says:
A 6You will i ndeed hear but never
see but never perceivee.
A Daniel 9:10-12 (KJV)
19Neither have we obeyed the voice of the LORD our God, to walk in his
laws, which he set before us by his servants the prophets.
1yea, all Israel have transgressed thy law, even by departing, that they
might not obey thy voice; therefore the curse is pdwpon us, and the
oath thatis written in the law of Moses the servant of God, because we
have sinned against him.
12 And he hath confirmed his words, which he spake against us, and
against our judges that judged us, by bringing upon us a great avil: fo
under the whole heaven hath not been done as hath been done upon
Jerusalem.
1 Deuteronomy 28:15 (KJV)
15But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice
of the LORD thy God, to observe to do all his commandments and
his statutes whichcommand thee this day; that all these curses
shall come upon thee, and overtak
o Deuteronomy 28:25 (KJV)
»The LORD shall cause thee to be smitten before thine
enemies: thou shalt go out one way against them, and flee
seven ways before them: astthlt be removed into all the
kingdoms of the earth.
1 Principle forunfulfilled prophesies:
o If fulfilled prophesies were fulfilled literally and in a common language manner,
then there is no precedent by which one should presumerthatilied
prophesis should be fulfilled in any different manner.
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1 Many like to spiritualize- or allegorize- prophecies that teach contrarily to their
theological positions:
o0 Regarding a literal onthousand year Messianic Kingdom of Christ
A lIsaiah 9:6-7 (ESV)
®For to us achild is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall
be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
" Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be norend, o
the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
1 Fulfilled portions were literally fulfilled
1 There is no ream for unfulfilled sections of theame texto be
presumed to be allegorically fulfilled
0 —g o Vv e r Alimeonfig Il
o —t hr one —ditfnotbhga v i dl
A Luke 1:3035 (ESV)
And the angel said to her, fiDo not |
favor withGod.
3L And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you
shall call his name Jesus.
%2He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the
Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David,
%3and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom

there will be no end. o

And Mary said to the angel, fAHow wil
®And the angel answered her, AThe Hol
the power of the Most High wiliershadow you; therefore the child to be

born will be called hol§ the Son of God.
1 Again: fulfilled portions were fulfilled literally- not fig.
o —t hr on e ll-na heavBrdyvthrode
o —house of Jadathdchurchs | sr ael
0 Regarding the future saltfan of Israel
A Ezekiel 20:3337 (ESV)
®AAs | live, declares the Lord GOD,
outstretched arm and with wrath poured owtill be king over you.
34| will bring you out from the peoples and gather you out of the countries
where you are scattered, with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, and
with wrath poured out.
35 And | will bring you into the wilderness of the peoples, and there | will
enter into judgment with you face to face.
% As | entered into judgment with ydfathers in the wilderness of the
land of Egypt, so | will enter into judgment with you, declares the Lord
GOD.
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37) will make you pass under the rod, and | will bring you into the bond
of the covenant.
Jeremiah 31:3134 (ESV)
iBehol d, tomiag, deaayes theaLORD, when | will make a
new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah,
%2not like the covenant that | made with their fathers on the day when |
took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant
that they broke, though | was their husband, declares the LORD.
33 But this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after
those days, declares the LORD: | will put my law within them, and | will
write it on their hearts. And | will béeir God, and they shall be my
people.
* And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother,
saying, O6Know the LORD,® for they
them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For | will forgive their ityqui
and | wil| remember their sin no
T —mewl c-oofrtleeMalynSpirit
1 Same as that which the church has: salvation by faith in Christ
0 Yet prophesied to Israelnot the church
0 Yes, the church has this indwelling salvatiobut the
prophecy heres that Israel will have it as well
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Apocalyptic Literature

Apocalypticliterature isprophetictext with additional peculiar features.

T

T
T

Very high usage of symbolism
0 Usually interpreted within the book
Uses visions (from the authos own vVvi ew
Commonlyrequires interpreting angel to interpret what author is s€éemgdditional
commentary- or other context)
Examples:
o OT
A Daniel
Ezekiel
Zechariah

> > >

0 NT
A Revelation
Interpretation:

o Many think that apocalyptic bookhey ar e
can dream up. Such is not the case. Almost always an interpretation exists within
the book; either by an angel, commentary or additional light given elsewhere.

0 Yet, the interpretation of even apocalyptic literature is the same as other books:
using he literal interpretive method andetiyolden rule of interpretation, the bulk
of the apocalypse is decipherable.

%PAl D1 AOq

Revelation 1:1213 (ESV)

2Then | turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning | saw seven golden
lampstands**and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe
and with a golden sash around his chest.

Revelation 1:20 (ESV)
2 As for the mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand, and the seven
golden lampstandshé seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven
lampstands are the seven churches.

Revelation 12:1

Gen 37:9fi the interpretatiori using the law of context (context of the Bible as a whole)
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Parables and Allegories

~ ~ -

0AOAAIT AO

Apardb | e 1 s b e s tshod fetfonalsteryfrora everyday-Afe experience that illustrates
a moal, spiritual or ethical truth.

(good definition- but not complete. Some parabtEshave more than one point)

Anot her simpl e defairnihtliyon tsoonye wu st enthisis eagna vee n | y
to remember but even less complete!

Characteristics:

1 Short—generally. Usually only a few sentences.
1 Fictional. If a parable is not fictional, it is not a paralblet an accounting of historica
context.
1 True to life— not sensational (such as a fabl&)is fictional, butcouldbe true; it is true
to the natural orders of things.
True to culture- not alien
Frequently require interpretation from the text
Usually makeonepoint— or haveonecentral theme
o0 There are some which make more, but not many
o Thus, typicall y,whatiste mamnduih ofithislparable s ki ng —
when interpreting a parable
A The answer to that questionsaisnost alwayslearly visible in the
context.

= =4 =

Examples:

1 Luke 10:2537
o Needing no additional interpretation
o Was illustrative of the question asked
0 Context indicates meaning very clearly
1 Mat 13:19
o Needing additional interpretation (given in +28)
0 Having one general point (what the kingdom is like) but moae tme internal
symbolic referencgbut also was explained as)so
1 Mat 13: later parables (weeds in v24, mustard seed in v31, leaven in v33)
0 See Mark 4:13 (contextual principle: another author of the same story reveals the
interpretation)
0 Interpretationaheeds are still driven from the text itself
A In this case, the context must be sought out in a parallel passage from
another author

46|Page



1T 1 ACT OU
An allegory is a form of literature in which elements of the narrative represent something other

than what they@pear on the surface. Likened to a parable, yet allegories tend to have multiple
symbolic elements and make multiple points.

Characteristics:

1 Longer than parables, usually. Can be an entire volume.
1 Allegorieshistorically are typically fictional and tydogical. They refer to a real set of
issues, but normally not historical people.
o In scripture: allegories can be historieapeaking specifically of Israel or
another nation, people or circumstances.
o In scripture, however, allegory is rare.
1 Usually male multiple points— or haveseveralcentral themes
o Thus, typically, one should be asking —
tolll when interpreting an allegorical pa
o The context will indicate interpretatienjust as it does with parabolic tex

Be verywary of overinterpreting an allegoty

Examples:
John 10:116

John 10:118 (NIV)

1| tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some
other way, is a thief and a robbéThe man who enters byetigate is the shepherd of his shéep.

The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by
name and leads them ofitWhen he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and

his sheep follow him bease they know his voiceBut they will never follow a stranger; in fact,

they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger's Vdiesus used this

figure of speech, but they did not understand what he was telling them.

"ThereforelJesus said again, "I tell you the truth, | am the gate for the sh@épvho ever came
before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen td ltaemthe gate; whoever
enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out,iadgésture’® The thief comes

only to steal and kill and destroy; | have come that they may have life, and have it to thd full.
am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the'’$fiefhired hand is

not the shepherd who owtige sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep
and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scattéf3te man runs away because he is

a hired hand and cares nothing for the shé&fi.am the good shepherd; | know my shaap

my sheep know me”just as the Father knows me and | know the Fathad | lay down my life

for the sheep®| have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. | must bring them also. They too
will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flaokl one shepherd’ The reason my Father

loves me is that | lay down my lfenly to take it up agairt®?No one takes it from me, but | lay it
down of my own accord. | have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This
command | receied from my Father."

Eph 6:1118
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Eze 16

Distinguishing between parable and allegory:

1T The main questions to be asked is, —Does t
use one main symbolic element or multiple elements?
1 There are parables with nethan one point, but are not truly allegories.
T The —A inel between parable and all egory is
o The key is to allow the context to | ead

A Warning:

True allegory(or rhetorical allegoryis rare in scriptureThe interpretation of a true allegorical
passage is very different from thssertion of an allegoricahterpretation(or hermeneutical
allegory)onto biblical texts as a whole.

We will discuss théalseallegorical hermeneutioext week.
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False Hermeneutics
- AEIT O
Allegorical Hermeneutics

o Literal meaning takes secondary place
o Origen—

A Look for deeper spiritual meaning

1 In historical, poetic, prophetic, etcall biblical texts

0 Issues:

Altts inconsistent

A Itis sWbjective

Alts ~aceomgdi ng to Jesus and Apostl e

SemtAllegorical z Semi Literal

o Literal in most areas of theology
o Allegorical in eschatology and ecclesiology
0 Augustine—

(0]

S

A Took Origen‘s allegorical lprephetie neut i c

passages

1 Millennium—-notlit. 1,000yearsf i g. peri od of ti me

first and second comings
M Israel-not lit. Israel-it is the church

0 Issues:
A Fails to provide a method to determine what should be interpreted as literal

and what shdd be interpreted as allegorical in scripture
1 The end result is: you interpret which ever piece of scripture you
choose as allegorical
1 In practice: you interpret those places you do not like as allegorical

1 Used when someone does not like the meaningefta
o Itthenis noted to become allegorical; and a new meaning is
attached to it from what it obviously states

Examples:

Rev.20-—1, 000 year sl

o Postmil: 1,000 years fig. amount of timafter church subdues the earth
o Amil: 1,000 years fig. amount of timebetween T and 29 coming of Christ

Rev. 19:1115 - Isaiah 11:4

o Postmil: the —sharp swordl and —r od of
overcomes the earth.
A Consider Zech. 14:12f
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Liturgical Hermeneutie- to teach a truth basedone ac hi ngs o-fandadhe e * s
interpretation of scripture based on the presupposition of that truth

Dogmatic Hermeneuticsto teach a truth based on a favorite position or teactwer

allow dogma to presuppose scripture

Fragmentarian Hermeneutido attempt to prove a theological position from a
fragmented, isolated passage.

Typological Hermeneutie applying types of Christ in every passage (Luther claimed
one could —find Christ in every passage
Predictive Hermeneuticsthat everyhing that ever happens was prophesied by scripture
(using a supposed Bible code) [ironically, this hermeneutic only works with things that
are past tense!]

Rationalistic Hermeneutie to make the Bible susceptible to scierdbus, explaining
away all miacles

Mythological hermeneutie explaining away certain passages as historical myth (or
biblical framing stories)

Literary Hermeneutie- that scripture is good literature, but not divine. It may even
provide good advice but not divine.

Historical Hermeeutic— attempts to relegate all of scripture to simple world history,
without any deific influence or significance
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The —Big I deal is a reference tecwhatahastrutah
—centfiabfi dbdae text.

The big idea is the primary, bagieaning of a passage.

T The worl d*s greatest c PhatmandCicerajiscussed, such a
having a proposition around whielspeech is developed.

1 Anidea has two parts:saubjectand acomplement

0 Subject = thefiguestiond _ans wer edi op-yii whhaet tiesx tt hi s per
tal king about o

o Complement=t he fahswewlbat t hissayingabouswhat
heds talking abouto

30AEAAOD
T Answer s t h datigthiepetsan takking ab&lt

1 (Notice,this isnot the grammatical subject of the sentence thatlgarned to identify in
junior high English clags

1 The subject can always be stated in the form of a question.
o Generally, a who, what, when, where, why, how.
A 1LE.—you cannot preachsser mon on —l ovel
1 Youcanpreach a sermon on:

o How do we love
o Whatis love
o When do we demonstrate love, etc.

1 Exampk Subjects:

1) This town needs a Denny"‘ s
A Subject; What does this town need?

2) The test of a pereydonntre dakhvhenalsoleety i s wha
certain that no one will find out

A Subject; Whatishe test of a?person‘s <char
3) James 1:24
A Subject; Why should we rejoice in triaPs
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4) James 18
A Subject; How do you get wisdom duringmnes of trials?

#1 1 b1 AT AT O
1T Every subject has a compliment which —answ
0 What is this person saying about what he or she is talking about?
1 Examples
1) This town needs a Denny"‘ s.

A Subject; Whatdoes this town need?
A Complemaet: a Denny'‘'s
55 The test of a person‘s character is wha
certain that no one will find out
A Subject; What ishe test of a?person‘s char
A Complement; what they do in the dark, when ahgely certain
that no one will find out
6) Luke 1:14
A Subject; Why did Luke writehis Gospée?
A Complement; To give Theophilus an orderly account of the life of
Jesus

Testing Your Work:
1 Does everything fit?

0 Make sure every sentesin your paragraph fits your subject and compliment,
because every sentence in the paragraph must fit your big idea.

o Mostof the time, if something don‘t fit,

o Never have you arri v devernapartdf thegdextdoesdrota I o f
fit your prospective subject and compliment.

000 EO 41 CAOEAO

T Your —Big I deal wil/l be the combination of
a concise sentence (though sometimes not very concise).
0 Luke 1:14-

A Subject: Whydid Luke wrotehis gospel?
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A Complement: To give Theophilus an orderly account of the life of Christ.

A Big Idea: Luke wroténis gospel to give Theophilus an orderly account of
the life of Christ.

A Testit! Does everything fit your statement? df,rkeep working! You
haven‘t found it vyet.

1 Why is this important?
o It keeps us from misquoting and misusing scripture.
o It keeps the Bible leading us, rather than us leading the Bible.

o It keeps our theology pure by preventing us from reading into the Blze
we‘re —searchingl for in a given scenar

olt gives us a teachable unit for use wi
Word to others.

I A %AOU /1 AOq

Acts 1:15 (ESV)

In the first book, O Theophilus, | have dealt with all that Jesusrbemdo and teach,

2until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the
apostles whom he had chosen.

®He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during
forty daysand speaking about the kingdom of God.

* And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the

promise of the Father, which, he said, fAyou he
>for John baptized with water, but you will be baptizedtie Holy Spirit not many days from

now. O

Subiject: What did Luke write about in his first book?

Complement; Jesus®’ works and teachings

Big Idea: Luke wrote about Jesus‘ works and t

Ezekiel 1:13 (ESV)

YIn the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the fifth day of the month, as | was among the exiles
by the Chebar canal, the heavens were opened, and | saw visions of God.

20n the fifth day of the month (it was the fifth yeathefexile of King Jehoiachin),

3the word of the LORD came to Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans
by the Chebar canal, and the hand of the LORD was upon him there.
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Subject: What i s the settedyhg of Ezekiel® s

Complement; The thirtieth year, fourth month, fifth day, in exile by the
Chebar canalfifth year of Jehoiachin,

Big Idea: The setting of Ezeki el S prophecy
Chebar canal, in 13" year, fourth month, fifth day, which was the fifth year of
Jehoiachin's reign
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7) James 1:24
A Subject:

A

A Complement:

Big Idea:

> > > > > > D>

8) James 18
A Subject: H
A

>\

Complement:

> >

> >

Big Idea:

> >

> >

A

9) James 1:12
A Subject:
A

A
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Complement:

Big Idea

A
A
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A
A
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A
10)James 1:91

A Subject:

A

Complement:

> > > > D>

Big Idea:

> >

>

>\

11)James 1:135
A Subject:

> >

Complement:

Big Idea:

> > > > > D>

56|Page



>\

57|Page



Putting It All Together
| AOAOOAOGEI |
1. Read the book several time@ several translations
2. Observe what can be gleaned directly from the text:
a. Author
b. Setting
i. Time
ii. Dates?
lii. recipients
c. Type of writing
d. Major theme(s) and/or disions
e. Key Terms or Phrases
3. Observe background materials from external sources
a. Author
b. Dates
c. Recipients
d. Cultural setting
e. Location of writingandauthor at time of writing
ff. Read anything you can find on the book"
) 1 OAODPOAOAOEII
4. Study a paragraph:
a. Establish the paragraph to study (start & end point)
b. Linguistic Work
i. Examine definitions of all underlying words
ii. Make notes of figures of speech
iii. Read several translations and look for differerexus in on those areas
for more detailed word study
c. Historical Work
i. Read background commentary on the paragraph
ii. Consider how the paragraph will be heard by the particular audience
iii. Consider progressive revelation:
1. Do not wuse | ater revelation to —h
something in the text they would notesheard
2. Do not use theology that is beyond the scope of the hearer
d. Contextual Work
i. Determine the meaning of the previous paragraph and ensure that you are
building on that meaning in the current paragraph
i. ' f studying an ent i romedclopatagraplc onnect
together to keep yourself aware of the running synopsis of the work
iii. Consider:
1. Immediate context
2. Context of the book overall (from your Major themes examination)
3. Keep in mind the work of the author in other works
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4. Other authors on the sarsebject
5. The context of the scripture overalho book is separate from the
whole
5. Determine the —Big I deal of the Text
a. Find the subject/complement
b. Establish a simple, clear phrase that sums up the paragraph (the Big Idea)
c. Understand the truths of the paragh from the context of the Big Idea

Properly executed, the —Big I deal statements
together, thus creating a synopsis of the entire book.
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Bible Knowledge Commentary

Donald K. CampbellThe Bible Knovedge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures by
Dallas Seminary Faculfyed. John Walvoord and Roy Zuck (Colorado Springs, CO: Cook
Communications, 1985), WOR&archCROSS ook, 587588.

Introduction

Contents:

Importance of the Epistle

Authorship

Original Readers

Time and Place of Writing

Purpose ofhe Epistle

Importance of the Epistle

Gal ati ans, though one of Paul ‘s shorter epist
most influential. Since both Romans and Galatians teach the doctrine of justification by faith, the
former has been comigred by some to be an expansion of Galatians and the latter has been
called —a short Romans. |

Like 2 Corinthians the Epistle of Galatians e
contains in summary form what the apostle taught. In particutantains a clear statement of
justification by faith and builds on that foundation a defense of Christian liberty against any form

of legalism.

In the early church, as the separation between Judaism and Christianity was taking place, the

letter to the Galdans no doubt helped clarify that cleavage. Centuries later it played such a key
role in the Reformation that it was called —t
was because its emphasis on salvation by grace through faith alone wagpthtbenze of the

preaching of the Reformers. Luther was especially attached to Galatians and referred to it as his
wife. He lectured on the book extensively and@isnmentary on Galatiansas widely read by

the common people.

The profound influence of thi s ma | | epistle continues. 't i s i
Christian Liberty, Il proclaiming to modern gen
of sin comes not by works but by grace throug
Authorship

The Pauline atmorship of Galatians has, except for a few radical critics, been generally
acknowledged. Even when the higher critics of d&htury Germany were denying apostolic
authorship of book after book, the Tubingen school regarded Galatians as Pauline. Ti®e reaso
for this are based on the clear testimony of both internal and external evidence. Importantly, the
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author of the letter calls himself Paul both in the salutatiat) &nd later in the iy of the letter

(5:2). Most ofchapters land2 are autobiograpical and harmonize consistently with the events

of Paul *s life recorded in Acts. The theology
other writings such as Romans.

The external evidence for Pauline authorship of Galatians is also convilmcthg second and
third centuries Galatians was attributed to Paul and quoted by Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandria,
and Origen. Even the heretics of that time, including Marcion, assumed it was written by Paul.

It must be concluded that no real doubt edsh the early church nor should any exist today as
to the Pauline authorship of Galatians.

Original Readers

The Epistle of Galatians wasl2pWhkrewss e-dGatt at it &,
and who wer e t IB4) This@aektiantis camplicdite?l by(the fact that Galatia had

two meanings when this epistle was written. First, it referred to therafesaa Minor where the

Gauls had settled after migrating from western Europe through Italy and GFeederritory

was limited to the north central and east central areas of Asia Minor and its principal cities were
Ancyra, Pessinus, and TaviuBut in 25b.c. this kingdom was converted to a Roman province,

and territory was added to the south, including the cities of Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe.

A debate has raged for centuries over whether Paul wrote his Galatian letter to Christians living

in narthern or southern Galatia. The North Galatian theory held that Paul visited the geographical
district of Galatia in the north and established churches there. This gilanting ministry

woul d have taken pl ace on PaleftthesoutheencGalatidn mi s s i
region and before he came to Troas Acfts 16:68). A second visit to the northern territory is
apparently described ixcts 18:23

The South Galatian theory was advanced by Sir William Ramsay. In this view the churches
addressed in the epistle were those of Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, and (Pisidian) Antioch, cities Paul
visited initially on his fist missionary journey (cfcts 1314). Thus while there is no account in
Scripture of churches having been established in North Galatia, even on the second missionary
journey, churches wemstablished in South Galatia, according to Acts.

Other arguments which tend to favor the South Galatia theory are that the main roads from

Paul ‘s hometown of Tarsus pass directly throu
Judaizers were not likelp bypass the southern cities for the northern cities; a large Jewish

element which could be addressed by the Judaizers lived in the southern cities; representatives of
South Galatia accompanied the offering for the poor in Jerusalem but none were ftbm No

Galatia (cf.Acts 20:9; Barnabas who is mentioned but not introducedGel. 2:1 9, 13) would

not have been known by the believers in the northern cities since he traveled with Paul only on

the first journey. For these and other reasonsynNew Testament scholars now favor the view

that Paul wrote the Galatian letter to Christians in the cities of South Galatia.

Time and Place of Writing

Those who identify the recipients of Galatians as the believers in the southern cities of Galatia
geneally consider that the epistle was written from Antioch of Syria in about a.d. 48 just before
the Jerusalem Counci€ts 15. While some chronological problems remain with this viévis

perhaps the best of the available options. After the first missionary journey Paul and Barnabas
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returned to Antioch. Peter came down from Jerusalem to visit them, fellowshiped with them, and

then withdrew from the Gentile Christians only to be publicly rebdikeBaul for his

inconsistent behavior. Meanwhile, Judaizing false teachers had infiltrated the churches in

Gal atia, denying Paul‘s authority as an apost
salvation. Reacting quickly and vigorouslyto Peter acti ons and the threat
Galatians into legalism, Paul wrote this strong letter prior to attending the Jerusalem Council.

Purpose of the Epistle

The Judaizers in Galatia batiscredited Paul and proclaimed a false gospel. It was negessar
that Paul vindicate his apostleship andssage, a task he undertook in the firstdiaptersin

this autobiographical section Paul demonstrated convincingly that his apostleship and his
message came by revelation from the risen Chrigthdéipters 3 and Raul contended for the true
doctrine of grace, that is, for justification by faith alone. Finally, to show that Ginridbierty
does not mean license the apostleghapters 5 and, @aught that a Christian should live by the
power of the Holy Spirit and that when he does he manifests in his life nebtks of the flesh
but the fruit of the Spirit.

Galatians was written to remedy a desperate situation, to call early Christians back from the
Mosaic Law to grace, from legalism to faith. It is an emphatic statement of salvation by faith
apart from works ahis as relevant today as when it was originally penned.

Donald K. CampbellThe Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures by
Dallas Seminary Faculfyed. John Walvoord and Roy Zuck (Colorado Springs, CO: Cook
Communications, 1985), WORBarchCROSS ebook, 587588.
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The College Press NIV Commentary

Kenneth L. Boles, M. AThe College Press NIV @Gonentaryi Galatians & Ephesiansed. Jack
Cottrell, Ph.D. and Tony Ash, Ph.D. (Joplin, Missouri: College Press Publishing Co., 1993),
WORDBsearchCROSS ook, 917.

Introduction

It is for freedom that Christ has set usefrGal 5:1). This freedom rings out in every page of

Gal ati ans, Paul ‘s great —Magna Charta of the
Christian freedom, our declaration of ipéedence from slavery
to the law.

Throughout the history of the church the message of Galatians has been needed to free men from
chains of false doctrine. When the early Judaizers tried to bind men to the old commandments

from Sinai, Galatians set themdtéVhen the apostate church of the Dark Ages tried to bind

men to a papal system of salvation by penance and works, Galatians set them free. When modern

l egalists try to bind us to a joyless religio

MartnLut her was moved by Galatians to sound the
Epistle to the Galatians is my epistle; | hav
commentary on Galatians cost him more labor, and was more highly esteemed thahiany

of his other works. For Luther, as for every age, the simple gospel of the message of Galatians

was a mighty weapon in the arsenal of freedom.

The Writer

No epistle can lay more claim to being a genuine product of the hand of Paul than ¢@am$ala

As Kimmel says, —That Galatians is a genui ne,
be the authorl(1 and5:2), and the early church accepted this claim without reservation. The
style and message are clearly Pauline. —His m

paragraph.|
The Galatian Churches

While the authorship is beyond dispute, thereoigsiderable controversy regarding the
recipients of this |l etter. They are called —t

During the third century B.Gome barbarian people of Celtic origin migrated to the inner

plateau of Asia Minor athestablished a kingdom there. Since some of the Celtic people were
known in France as the Gauls, these people in
Graecians, I from whi c hTheirhrealm was centered@munad Ancyan s I ¢
(the moern capital of Turkey) in the northern highlands area.

After the Romans conquered this territory, it was combined in 25 B.C. into a large province

containing the districts to the south, Lycaonia and Isauria, as well as parts of Pisidia and Phrygia.
Thenew y created province was called Galatia, an
missionary journeys-Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Derbe, and Lystra

When Paul spoke of —Galatia,ll did he refer to
or did he refer to political Galatia (the province which also included the districts to the south)?
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Bi b

The traditional Vi ew, sti |l | shown on most
the —so

favored by most commentarireys. It oday i s
The North Galatian Theory

If this view is correct, then Paul must have visited Galatia on the second missionary journey
(Acts 16:6 although without preaching) and started churche® thie the third missionary
journey Acts 18:23 . However, Acts says nothing of the

Possible arguments to suppothdfollewing —Nor t h Gal a
l1.Gatatiall meant a place i.nhabited specificall
2. I n Act s, Antioch is called —Pisidian, |l whi

3. ThePhrygians would have objected to being called Galatians, since it would remmath
their subjection to Rome

4 . Paul could not have addressed Lycaonians o
5. The fickle nature of the recipients suits the Gallic people.

6. —The region o fActsP6g appparsato neeandhat@alatia was guite  (
distinct from Phrygia.

7. There is no mention in Galatians that Paul experienced strong opposition when he preached
there.

The South Galatian Theory

In the 1880s and 1890s William Ramsay did extensive archaeological work in Asia Minor. His
careful research not only proved that Luke was an accurate historian; it also laid the foundation
for the —south Galatian themmenaryl This is the

If this view is correct, then Paul visited cities of Galatia on all three of his missionary journeys.
These were among the first churches he started. The cities would include Pisidian Antioch and
Iconium (where Paul met resistance from the Jearg) Lystra (where Paul was first welcomed,
and then stoned).

Possible arguments to support the —south Gal a

1. If Galatia does not include the cities of Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe, then we know
absolutely nothing about the churches which w
an important epistle was sent.

2. The expressirgymgi at aa Aotséb@ng issbest aderstdd as the area
through which Paul would go wheGahatiaht bLest

3. Paul normally uses Roman impea | names for the provinces, an
included the south

4. —Gal atiansl was the only word available th
—Britishl includes people who are Welsh, Scot
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5 .TheGalatiac hur chesll participated in th@orlégdl | ecti
and Paul‘'s assistants included
two South Galatiars-Gaius of Derbe and Timothy of LystrAdts 20:9.

6. The northern area was not on the common trade routes, and it is unlikely that Paul would have
made a difficult journey to reach such an-oitheway pl ace —Dbec &a4l. of an

7. Judaizers are known to have followed Paul through the cities of the south.

8. Paul ‘s words —you wel c o meld conme@beaosnedted with wer e
his reception at Lystra, where they wanted to worship him and Barnabas.

9. The early church developed along the great trade routes, and these went through the south
parts of Galatia, not the north.

10.Bamabas is mentioned three time&sl( 9, 13), as though hes known to the readers, and he
accompanied Paul only on the journey that went to the cities of the south

The Date and Place of Writing

The date and place of writing are somewhat dependent on the choice of north or south Galatia as
the destination. Iftha —nor t h Gal ati an theoryl is correct,
until after Paul arrived in Ephesus on the third missionary jourketg (18:2324). This would

produce a d& no earlier than A.D. 535. Lightfoot proposed that the letter was written from

Corinth, perhaps A.D. 567.

| f one i s c oshovutnhc eGa ltahtaitan hteheer yll i s correct,
possible. Galatians could have been writtenaaly @s A.D. 48even before the Jerusalem
ConferenceHowever, as our discussion Gal 2::10will show, it is more likely that the

Jerusalem Conference had already taken place when Paul wrote thé@ hesterould move the
probable dateto A.D.50orlater 't i s | i kely that Galatians st
epistles.

The decision abouhe date and place of writing does not affect the interpretation of Gajatians

fact, the reverse is true. The exegesis of the text determines the decision about date and place.

One cannot say, —Paul wrote at nssuchhiand sQuch
decision about date and place comes from indications in the text@s¢lf6—s o qui ckl vy
deserZxli-nagulr;t een years | ater 211-wehnetn uPpe taegra icna ntec
Ant i @dd3rtbecause of pamreaiclhlende28sd Iywafwsli;slit coul d be
now. ) What we know for certain about Paul ‘s

Kenneth L. Boles, M. AThe College Press NIV Gonentaryi Galatians & Ephesiansed.
Jack Cottrell, Ph.D. and Tony Ash, Ph.D. (Joplin, Missouri: College Press Publishing Co., 1993),
WORDsearchCROSS ebook, 917.

65|Page


http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+16%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+20%3A4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Gal+4%3A13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Gal+4%3A14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Gal+2%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Gal+2%3A9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Gal+2%3A13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+18%3A23-24
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Gal+2%3A1-10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Gal+1%3A6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Gal+2%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Gal+2%3A11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Gal+4%3A13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Gal+4%3A20

The IVP Bible Background Commentary

Craig S. KeenefThe IVP Bible Background Commentéarilew Testamen{Downers Grove, IL:
InterVarsity Press, 1993), WORBarchCROSS ook, Under: "Authorship".

Author ship. Virtually all scholars recognize Galatians to be Pauline.

Type of Letter. Although Galatians has apologetic elements (i.e., points where Paul seems to

defend himself), Paul is not concentrating on the kinghefforicused in law courts. Rather,

Gala i ans is predominantly —deliberative rhetor]
and writers used to persuade people to change their behavior. The argument itself is very

rational, and the emotional language of the letter was standard rhetmactehistic of stern

|l etters (Galatians includes el ements of ancie

DateeSome schol ars have argued for a very early
because Paul does not explicitly appeal to the Jerusalem CouAciisaf5 but that Paul can

referto taking Titus to Jerusalem with hiG#latians 2:1 means that he had already completed

his first missionary journeyActs 13-14) and thus that the Council had probably taken place

(Acts 19. Galatians may thus date to the late fifties

Situation. Paul is clearly battling opponents who have settled in Galatighi@gdocation, see
commentorGalatians 1:2 i f one adopts the South Galati an
readersActs 1315 provides especially helpful background for the letter). These are Jewish
Christians who would rather circumcise the Galatiatiais alienating them from their own
Gentileculture—than allow Judean Jews back home to think @taistian missionaries were lax
(Galatians 4:29Galatians 5:11Galatians 6:1413). Unlike Paul, a more seasoned missionary,

these missionaries want to impose their own culture on the Galatians.

The Issue.At an earlier time, some Judean Christians had insisted that Phrygian (maybe

Galatian; see commeah Galatians 1:Pbelievers be circumcised to be sayadts 15:1).

Although the Jerusalem Couhbid apparently settled this issue, side effects lingered: could
Gentlesbe part of God*s peopl e wit Phanseesayhave u mci s i
required circumcision for salvation, but many Pharisees believed that any Gentiles whe kept th

few laws given Noah would be saved. But even for this more lenient class of Pharis&ets (cf.

15:5), one could not become part of feople of Godavithout circumcision; very few Jews were

so lenient as to accept Gentiles on such terms. Indeedmcision had even become a major

cultural symbol of fidelity to Judaism: attempts to restrict the practice led to revolts both before

and after. Paul ‘s ti me

Some Judean Christians were now arguing that one must become culturally Jewish to become a
full Christian, fully righteous; after all, the Bible itself made this requirement for one who

wi shed t o bel oGenestsa7:1GD. Burtler, they may hawe réasoned, if Paul
argued fobaptism(a postOld Testament Jewish addition to circumcision), why could Judean
Christians not require circumcisipeven though it drove away potential converts? Paul argues
forcefully against this view.

Craig S. KeenefThe IVP Bible Background Commentérilew Testamen{Downers Grove,
IL: InterVarsity Press, 1993), WORIRarchCROSS ébook, Under: "Authorship”.
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ESV Study Bible Notes

Lane T. Dennis, edESV Study Bible, The: English Standard Vers{@heaton, lllinois:
Crossway Bibles, 2008), WOR&archCROSS ook, Under: "Galatians".

Author and Title

The first word of the |l etter to the Gal atians
by scholars down through the ages that Paul is indeed the authorlélmertibst Greek editions
of the NT is —To the Galatians, Il and the main

churches 12 6Gadatd alb | 83. Mhe Guyldebatd i whech Aalatans?
(SeePurpose, Occasion, and Backgroynd

Date

Al t hough the question of the date of Gal ati an
some clues can probably be found in the letter it$@k. main indicator is the lack of reference

to the Jerusalem oacil (Acts 15. Although this is an argument from silence, many

comment ators have regarded this as a —deafeni
hel pful t o P a coluldhsveaengonan thedecisior of theecouncil that Gentiles

should not be circumcised: this, after all, appears to be a major point of contention between Paul

and the false teachers influencing the Galati&irsce the council took place &d.48/49,and

Paul evangelized South Galatiaaiml.47/48, some time arouradd.48 is a plausible date for the
composition of Galatians. However, determinin
uncertain, and so one cannot place too much weight on the dhaéeinterpretation of the letter.

Theme

Christ®s death has br oug32826i4:45 249hie whxlybeliewers t he
do not have to become Jews or follow the outward ceremonies of the Mosakc3ali{(12, 14;

4:10). To require these things is to deny the heamefgospel, which is justification by faith

alone, not by obedience to the 1616 cf. 1.6-7). In this new age, Christhs are to live in the

guidance and power of the Spih§. 56).

Purpose, Occasion, and Background

A crisis has hit the church in Galatia. The church came into being astaresuf God‘ s Spi r
wor k i n Paul ‘' s pr &3d-b 4:5345. Butwithirothe shorhspaceyod tsnp e | (
since Paul left1:6), the church has been visited or infiltrated by false teachers whom Paul calls

t hose —who 1i)r oarb | et hWowud ®HAD. These eachetshave y o u
convinced the Galatians of a false gospel which requires them to be circurReisedees that

these pseud@hristians merely want to win converts for their own prestige: they want to win
approval from the Jewish authorities by showing how effective they are in converting Gentiles to

a form of Judaismg(12). Since the Jewish establishment approves of the fact that they are

making Gentiles Jewish, the false teachers have the best of both worlds: they have created a sect
of which they are the leaders, and they also escape any Jewish pers@neifurther effect of

this on the Galatians appears to have been the division within their church, presumably over
these issues of circumcision and law that the false teachers have $di&gd (

Although the Galatians appear to have come under the spell of these teachers and have become
convinced of their teachind.{6), Paul does not regard the situation as hopeB4s (
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Nevertheless, Paul is more critical of his audience here than in any other letter, and he chastises
the Galatians for being ftish (3:1) and provides numerous reasons why they should return to
the truth.

The less important question, which makes little difference to how one interprets the letter, is,
which Gahtians?There was @eople groumf Galatians who lived in the northern part of what

is now Turkey, but there wasRoman provincealled Galatia that extended into southern

Turkey. The Galatians in the letter are probably those in the Roman provinaeakspee

southern part, because Paul did much less in the way of missionary activity in the north, and he
usually refers to places by their Roman imperial names

Key Themes
1. In his sirbearing death, Christ is a substitute for all Christians, whom he brir 1:4; 2:20,
into a new realm of freedom and life. 3:13

2. This gospel of Christ if®r humanity, but there is no sense in which it has its

origin in humanity: it comes only from God. Paul is himself an illustrationisf this 1:1, 11-12,
conversion to Christ and his apostleship were not through human consultation 15-20
through the direct revelation of Christ.

3. The gospel is appropriated not by works of law buiif, which is the route to
justification.
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4. To require circumcision and other Mosaic ceremonies such as dietary laws
Jewish holidays as a supplement to faith is to fall back from the realm of grace
and feedom, and to come under the whole law and its curse, since comprehel
observance of the law is impossible.
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5. OT Scripture itself testds to the truth of justification by faith, both in the life c Gen. 15:6
Abraham and in the prophecy of Habakkuk. Hab. 2:4

6. The Christian life has its source in the believer having died with Christ to sir
thereby having renounced the flesh. ==

7. The Spirit is the source of power and guidance in the Christian life, and the 5:6, 16
of the Spirit produces love and faith. 18, 25

8. The Christian life @ansists not in pleasing people but in pleasing Christ our m 1:10, 6:12,
and being willing to suffer persecution for the sake of his cross. 14
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