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"ÉÂÌÉÃÁÌ )ÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÁÔÉÏÎ Ǫ 3ÔÕÄÙ -ÅÔÈÏÄÓ  

 

Introduction  
 

1) Why learn interpretive standards 

a. Presuppositions influence our understanding 

b. Helps us to have open mind on difficult issues 

c. Helps us to protect ourselves from deceit 

2) Results of Study 

a. More intimate knowledge of Word creates more intimate knowledge of God 

b. Help to answer questions we struggle with in life for ourselves 

c. Authentic Bible study leads to personal revival 

d. Preparation for evangelism & edification – (evangelistic ―programs‖ can‘t hold a 

candle to knowing the word thoroughly) 

3) Definitions for study 

a. Hermeneutics - the science of interpretation 

i. gk. hermeinevo - (her-may-new-o) - verb, "to interpret" 

ii.  gk. hermeineia - (her-may-nay-a) - N. "interpretation 

iii.  gk. Hermes - greek God - the god who brought the message of the gods to 

man 

b. Exegesis 

i. the proper application of the laws of interpretation (hermeneutics)  

ii.  to bring out the meaning of a text 

iii.  Hermeneutics establishes the principles by which exegesis is 

accomplished 

c. Interpretation 

i. to expand or explain the actual meaning of a text 

ii.  not what it means to the reader - but what it meant to the author 

iii.  Interpretation finds the meaning of the writer and his audience at the time 

of the writing 

d. application:  finding the response for the reader today 

i. We study the Bible for Interpretation 
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ii.  Application is a separate and later action 

4) Preparing for study 

a. Spiritual preparation -This is NOT poetry – God wrote it – God understands it 

i. Have a relationship with the author  

1. 1 Corinthians 2:14-16 (ESV)  
14 

The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of 

God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand 

them because they are spiritually discerned. 
15 

The spiritual person 

judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. 
16 
ñFor 

who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?ò 

But we have the mind of Christ.  

2. The natural man does not have the capacity - without God's own 

intervention - to understand the scriptures.  Rather, the Holy Spirit 

illuminates them to those He has fellowship with. 

ii.  pray for him to reveal it to us 

iii.  examine your life for sin that would hinder 

iv. pursue maturity in your faith 

1. 1 Corinthians 3:1-3 (ESV)  
1 
But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as 

people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. 
2 
I fed you with milk, not 

solid food, for you were not ready for it. And even now you are not 

yet ready, 
3 
for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy 

and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in 

a human way?  

2. Even the spiritual man must learn at a pace he is capable of 

building from. 

v. come in the right attitude – NOT to prove something, but to learn 

something 

b. Physical prep 

i. Select place & time – place conducive to study 

ii.  Have adequate materials 

5) What to expect from this class 

Three phases:   

a. Study of Principles (Learn interpretive principles that must assist us in evaluating 

a text) 

i. Linguistic principle (study of languages) 

ii.  Historical/cultural principle (study of culture) 
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iii.  Contextual principle (study of context) 

iv. Lesser Principles: (Theological, Practical, Literal/figurative/allegorical) 

b. Study of Process (interpretational rules) 

i. The Golden Rule of Interpretation 

ii.  The Rule of Progressive Revelation 

iii.  The Law of Recurrence 

iv. The Law of Double Reference 

v. Others 

c. Study of Practice 

i. Learn how to find the big idea of a biblical text (exegesis) 

ii.  Learn how to outline high points in scripture (the important parts) 

iii.  Learn how to accurately handle a passage of scripture – (we are not to 

teach something contrary to its exegesis)  

iv. Learn how to teach or preach a passage accurately 
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The Linguistic (Grammatical) principle  

 

The linguistic principle simply stated – understand what the author is saying by examining 

words, phrases & structure. 

 

0ÁÙ !ÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ 4Ï 7ÏÒÄÓ 

¶ Definitions 

o May be multiple meanings for a word  

Á Gk. Ouranos – ―heaven‖ or ―heavens‖ 

¶ sky, skies, air – the expanse in the atmosphere 

¶ space, heavens, sky – the expanse beyond the atmosphere 

¶ heaven – Heaven proper, God‘s throne 

o words may have varying usages of a single English word 

Á ―love‖ – single English term – comes from multiple Greek terms 

¶ Gk. Eros ï (not used in scripture) erotic, sexual type of ―love‖ 

¶ Gk. Agape – chosen to love – irrespective of relationship  

¶ Gk. Phileo- relational love – familial love based on knowledge  

¶ Verb Tense – verb tense can greatly change the meaning of a sentence (I will work –vs- I have 

worked)  - 10 tenses in gk – 3 in English 

o I Jn 3:6 

Á GK Tense of word translated ―sin‖ is participle tense – in English may = adding 

an ―ing‖ to it – ‗sinning‘ 

Á KJV 6 Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen 

him, neither known him.  

Á NIV - 6 No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin 

has either seen him or known him.  

¶ Singular or Plural tense – is this passage talking to ME or to US – to HIM or to THEM? 

o I Cor 3:16-17 - 16 Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's 

Spirit lives in you? 17 If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him; for God's 

temple is sacred, and you are that temple. 

Á This is a plural – to the church at large ―yourselves‖ 

o I Cor 6:19 - 19 Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in 

you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a 

price. Therefore honor God with your body. 
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Á This is singular – to the individual believer 

o This principle MAY or MAY NOT change the meaning of a passage – in this case, it 

applies to ―us‖ and to ―me‖ – in some cases not. 

¶ Gender notation – is this male, female or both? 

o I Cor 7:25 - 25 Now about virgins: I have no command from the Lord, but I give a 

judgment as one who by the Lord's mercy is trustworthy. 

Á The term ―virgins‖ in greek is neutral – not female nor male – some have taken 

this to mean females in prior decades – today it is commonly referenced to male 

or female so is not so much of an issue 

 

7ÁÔÃÈ ÆÏÒ ÆÉÇÕÒÅÓ ÏÆ ÓÐÅÅÃÈ ɀ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÔÁËÅÎ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÌÌÙȟ ÂÕÔ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ 

ÆÉÇÕÒÅÓ ÏÆ ÓÐÅÅÃÈ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ - 9%4ȟ ÔÈÅÙ $/ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÌ ÔÒÕÔÈȦ 

¶ Simile – a comparison using ―like‖ or ―as‖ 

o Luke 13:18-19 (NIV)  
18 

Then Jesus asked, "What is the kingdom of God like? What shall I compare it 

to? 
19 

It is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his garden. It 

grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air perched in its branches."  

¶ Metaphor – saying something is something else to make a point 

o Matthew 5:13 (NIV)  
13 

"You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be 

made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and 

trampled by men.  

¶ Hyperbole – deliberate exaggeration of a principle for purposes of illustration 

o Luke 14:26 (NIV)  
26 

"If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and 

children, his brothers and sisters--yes, even his own life--he cannot be my 

disciple.  

7ÁÔÃÈ ÐÈÒÁÓÅÓ Ǫ ÃÌÁÕÓÅÓ ɀ  

Á Sometimes we have to determine which of two things being discussed are being referenced by a 

statement 

¶ Matthew 23:23 (NIV)  
23 

"Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a 

tenth of your spices--mint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more 

important matters of the law--justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have 

practiced the latter, without neglecting the former.  

o Which should be done without neglecting the other? 
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3ÔÕÄÙ ÐÁÒÁÂÌÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌÅÇÏÒÉÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÃÁÕÔÉÏÎ 

o Parable – earthly story with heavenly meaning – but, normally utilizes one central 

teaching point 

o Allegory – a story in which each part of the story has it‘s own metaphorical equivalent – 

(Pilgrim‘s Progress by Bunyon) 

o There are numerous ―stages‖ in between parable and allegory which are difficult to 

classify as well 

 

)ÄÅÎÔÉÆÙ ÔÙÐÅ ÏÆ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÔÕÒÅ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÓÔÕÄÉÅÄ ɀ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÔÙÐÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÒÁÎÓÌÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ 

ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ×ÁÙÓ 

o Sermatic – a sermon being told in scripture – (sermon on mount, Paul‘s numerous printed 

sermons, etc.) 

Á Identity of speaker/audience may change 

Á Historical/cultural principles may change (More on this in part 2) 

o Poetical – poetry in the Bible – Psalms, Ecclesiastes 

Á Different rules altogether  

Á Hebrew poetry (the bulk of what we have) involves usually two ―layers‖ of 

woven text which are understood by one another (more later) 

Á Frequently symbolic 

o Historical – historical books – Numbers, 1&2 Kings 

o Narration – such as the book of Job 

Á Things said reflect the story – not theology 

Á i.e. - Job 1:9-11 (NIV)  
9 
"Does Job fear God for nothing?" Satan replied. 

10 
"Have you not put a hedge 

around him and his household and everything he has? You have blessed the work 

of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land. 
11 

But 

stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to 

your face."  

¶ The narrator was truthful in accounting what Satan said 

¶ However, what Satan said was not truthful 

¶ Here, linguistics (knowing it is a narration) will save the true interpretation 

from error 

o Wisdom – wisdom-teaching literature – Proverbs – Song of Solomon –  

Á making principles rather than promises 
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o Prophetic – that which prophesies – not just ―telling of the future‖, but at times telling the 

present condition – Daniel, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Jonah, etc.  

Á Making promises rather than principles 

¶ Some are conditional 

¶ Some are unconditional (more on this later) 

o Epistles – letters written from one person to another – Romans, I&II Cor, & so on 

Á In Epistles it is especially important that we learn not only who the writer is, and 

the cultural relevance of him, but also the readers/hearers, and their cultural 

relevance. 

 

(ÅÌÐ -ÁÔÅÒÉÁÌÓ &ÏÒ 4ÈÅÓÅ 4ÁÓËÓ 

¶ For language & translational work– use many translations to understand a text.  Also use Greek 

or Hebrew concordances, etc. 

¶ For Cultural background studies – Bible background commentary (I‘d recommend IVP BBC - 

$20 at Lifeway for either OT or NT) 

¶ Word Study – Robertson‘s Word Pictures, Strong‘s (very basic definition & etymology at times), 

Expository Dictionary of Bible Words (Renn), The Complete Word Study Dictionary (CWD) 

(AMG Publishers), Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament (Moody) (provides derivatives, 

definitions, etc), Vine‘s 

 

 

(/-%7/2+ȦȦȦ 

READ GALATIANS CHAPTER ONE  

¶ Make note of any linguistic questions that arise  

 

The Historical (Cultural) Principle  

(Understanding the times & circumstances of a writing) 

 

+ÎÏ× ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎ 

o Sometimes is impossible (Hebrews) 

o Strengthens our understanding: 

Á Ephesians – Paul saying ―I‘ve learned to be content‖ – means more coming 

from Paul, in & out of prison, than if Solomon had written it 
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o Understand what the author is quoting (Titus – ―all Cretins are liars‖ – using 

historically relevant language to oppose false doctrine of some of the Cretins) 

o Commentary Helps –  

Á Tell us author‘s other biblical history (where else was this author quoted or 
seen in the Bible?) 

¶ This may be very relevant – i.e. our James passage – if James is the 

brother of Christ, then for him to introduce himself as ―bondservant of 

God‖ rather than ―brother of Christ‖ is very telling of his statement 

Á Tell us author‘s life & times history 

 

+ÎÏ× ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÆÒÁÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÒÉÔÉÎÇ 

o When in the author‘s life was this written?  Was he young?  Old?  In trouble?  In 
good times? 

o What is the historical climate?  

Á Gospels – take place under Roman rule 

Á James written during a great persecution of Christians 

¶ VERY relevant to James introductory statement ―consider it pure joy 

when you face trials of various kinds‖ 

o Not always able to be discerned 

 

+ÎÏ× ÔÈÅ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÃÕÓÔÏÍÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÙ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒ ÌÉÖÅÄ ɉ"ÉÂÌÉÃÁÌ 

ÂÁÃËÇÒÏÕÎÄ ÓÔÕÄÉÅÓɊ 

o How did the hearer‘s hear the message? 

Á I Cor 2 – Paul wrote ―when I came to you, I did not come with superior 

eloquence of speech…‖ – In Corinth, there were great shows, with soap-box 

announcers to draw a crowd 

Á Deut 14:21b – don‘t stew an animal in it‘s mother‘s milk – why???  In that 

day there was a pagan worship practice to cook an animal in it‘s mother‘s 

milk. 

Á Gen 12:13 – tell Pharaoh you‘re my sister – custom was to adopt wife as sister 

to include her in inheritance – otherwise, the wife got nothing if he died – 

Abraham very likely did this and chose to point that truth out to Pharaoh 

rather than to overtly claim her as his wife 

Á Gen 31 – Laban – father-in-law of Jacob – pursuing Jacob for household gods 

– archaeology has taught us that household gods were in that custom the deed 

of one‘s property 
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o We can‘t draw spiritual principles from a text until we understand the context 

historically 

Á I Tim – ―take some wine for your stomach‖ – in their day the water was bad – 

wine was medicinal for their stomach to combat impurities in the water – does 

this mean that all preachers in all future times should drink wine?  Maybe not.  

The principle was to use what God has given you for the purposes he gave it – 

don‘t allow your ―rules‖ to ruin you. 

 

.ÏÔÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÉÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎÅÄ 

o Know their history & culture –  

Á Jonah didn‘t want to go to Nineveh –  

¶ They were an enemy nation (Assyria) – of several generations 

¶ they participated in numerous atrocities -  they put syrup on people‘s 

faces and let ants eat them – they pulled expectant mothers to pieces – 

etc 

¶ God had also prophesied that the Assyrians would destroy Israel if she 

did not repent  

 

Homework: 

Á Get a historical view of James to report to the class next week (many book-

related historical insights will be found under the first verse of the first chapter 

in many commentaries – in some, there is an ―introduction‖ to the book that 

will have this insight) 

Á Particularly, try to answer the questions: 

¶  Who is the book written to?  More specifically, ―who are the 12 tribes 

scattered among the nations?‖.  There are two likely scenarios.  This is 

whom the book says it is written to, so it‘s important. 

¶ Who is James?  Three likely answers 

¶ Resource:  www.studylight.org 

o Adam Clarke‘s Commentary – notes on chapter 1 

o Coffman – good outline of chapter 1 

o Guzik‘s – chapter one notes 

o Matthew Henry‘s Complete – introduction & chapter 1 notes 

o People‘s New Testament – introduction 

o Scofield Reference Notes – introduction 

http://www.studylight.org/
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o Use any and all reference materials you may have at your 

disposal, including study bibles – Thompson Chain Reference 

Bible, Scofield Study Bible, etc. 

¶ WARNING:  Commentary is just that ï commentary.  It is NOT the 

Bible, but rather the hard work of other men in determining the 

background and logistical information, and, yes, theological insight.  

Commentaries will steer you right, and they will steer you wrong.  

Read them with an open mind, but in their proper place.  None of 

these men were ever quoted in the Bible.  Remember that! 

 

Principle Practice: 

Let‘s begin some practice of these principles:  Read Matt 16:13-19 

Look at this part: 

19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 

heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." 

 

what???  Does Peter have ability to forgive sin?  Does he have the ability to mandate God‘s will 

from earth? 

 

Note:  In that society, keys were a symbol of knowledge & understanding – this was a figure of 

speech.  (historical principle) 

Note:  The Greek word ―bind‖ contextually probably meant to ―forbid‖ or ―prevent‖– (linguistical 

principle)  

 

Logical interpretation:  ―I will give you understanding (the keys) of the kingdom of heaven; 

whatever you forbid (bind) on earth will be forbidden in heaven, and whatever you allow (loose) on 

earth will be allowed in heaven‖ 

 

Meaning:  You will understand the things of God – you will understand God‘s own heart fully 

enough that you will be able to know that which should be prevented or that which should be 

allowed in the church– Peter was being taught the concepts of a Spirit-led life 
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The Contextual Principle  
 

Homework Review: 

 Who is the book of Galatians written to? 

 From? 

 What form of writing is it? 

How does knowledge of these things impact how we interpret the book in light of the 

linguistic and historical/cultural principles? 

 

 

Contextual Principle:  To see a verse and a passage in context to the writing for which it was a 

part.   

 See a word in relation to its sentence. 

 See a sentence in relation to its paragraph. 

 See a paragraph in relation to its book. 

 See a book in relation to its testament and to the whole Bible. 

 

 

.ÏÔÅȡ  6ÅÒÓÅÓ ÁÎÄ #ÈÁÐÔÅÒÓ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÃÏÍÅ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ "ÉÂÌÅ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÔÈÅ υχÔÈ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙȦ  
$ÏÎȭÔ ÁÓÓÕÍÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÄÉÖÉÓÉÏÎÓȢ  4Ï ÐÒÏÐÅÒÌÙ ÃÏÎÔÅØÔ Á ÓÅÎÔÅÎÃÅȟ ×Å 
must learn to d iscern paragraphs and subjects in the Bible.  

 

This is step one of our study in a few weeks on finding the ―Big Idea‖ of a passage.  Let‘s 

practice discerning paragraphs and subjects in Galatians Chapter 1. 

 

 

Galatians 1:1-24 (ESV)  
1 
Paul, an apostle— not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, 

who raised him from the dead— 
2 
and all the brothers who are with me, To the churches of 

Galatia: 
3 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 

4 
who gave 

himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and 

Father, 
5 
to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

6 
I am astonished that you are so quickly 

deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 
7 
not 

that there is another one, but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of 

Christ. 
8 
But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the 

one we preached to you, let him be accursed. 
9 
As we have said before, so now I say again: If 
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anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed. 
10 

For 

am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to please man? If I were still 

trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ. 
11 

For I would have you know, brothers, 

that the gospel that was preached by me is not man‘s gospel. 
12 

For I did not receive it from any 

man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 
13 

For you have 

heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God violently and tried to 

destroy it. 
14 

And I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so 

extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. 
15 

But when he who had set me apart 

before I was born, and who called me by his grace, 
16 

was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in 

order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with anyone; 
17 

nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia, 

and returned again to Damascus. 
18 

Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas 

and remained with him fifteen days. 
19 

But I saw none of the other apostles except James the 

Lord‘s brother. 
20 

(In what I am writing to you, before God, I do not lie!) 
21 

Then I went into the 

regions of Syria and Cilicia. 
22 

And I was still unknown in person to the churches of Judea that 

are in Christ. 
23 

They only were hearing it said, ―He who used to persecute us is now preaching 

the faith he once tried to destroy.‖ 
24 

And they glorified God because of me.  

 

 

Note 2:  Many books appear to have been written in one sitting.  It stands to 
reason that their thoughts will fol low a common thread and that thread should 
be noted for proper interpretation.  

 

 

ω $ÉÍÅÎÓÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÔÅØÔÕÁÌ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅ 

 

1. The immediate context 

a. Verses right in front of and behind a particular verse.  We should see a verse in 

relation to what is around it. 

b. Some statements represent truths that stand on their own.  Some do not. 

i. John 3:16 – stand-alone truth 

ii.  John 3:5 – requires contextual interpretation or will be mis-quoted (and IS 

many times by Church of Christ, Oneness Pentecostals and others who 

attempt to use this verse as proof that baptism is necessary for salvation)  

Now read 3:3-8 for context. 

iii.  Matt 5:48 – (NIV) ―Therefore you are to be perfect as your heavenly 

father is perfect.‖   

1. Out of context, it sounds like Jesus is saying that we are to literally 

be perfect. 
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2. In context, our subject (coming later) begins in v. 43 – Read 43-48 

– context is talking about love – we are to be perfect as the father 

is perfect within the context of ―love‖ 

3. Linguistic principle also plays role here– ―perfect‖ in greek means 

―mature‖ or ―complete‖ – in English, perfect means without flaw – 

the doctrine taught is to love maturely or completely 

4. The meaning, then, is that we are not only to love those who love 

us, but to love everyone as God does – to love ―completely‖ 

(perfectly) 

2. Context of the book (where does this passage fit into the context of the whole book) 

a. I Cor 13 – the love chapter –  

i. Chapter 12 – spiritual gifts 

ii.  Chapter 14 – speaking & preaching gifts 

iii.  Chapter 13 is known as ―the love chapter‖ – which may be a misnomer.  

Chapter 12 – ends with ―I‘ll show you a more excellent way‖ – (our 

chapters actually hurt the proper connection of 13 to 12) - all gifts are to 

be utilized in love – context tells us that Chapter 13 is about us utilizing 

our spiritual gifts in love– not just a definition of what love is 

3. Other passages by the same author on the same subject  

Text:  1 Corinthians 14:33-35 (ESV)  
33 

For God is not a God of confusion but of peace. As in all the churches of the saints, 
34 

the 

women should keep silent in the churches. For they are not permitted to speak, but should be in 

submission, as the Law also says. 
35 

If there is anything they desire to learn, let them ask their 

husbands at home. For it is shameful for a woman to speak in church.  

 

a. If Paul is interpreted in I Cor 14 to mean women should not speak in churches in 

all times & all places, then we have to assume that Paul would mean that in every 

other place. 

i. Full context of 1 Cor 14: paragraph about ―orderly‖ worship – or the 

manner in which church worship is to be conducted (v26-40) 

ii.  Galatians 3 – ―In Christ there is neither slave nor free, male nor female‖ – 

this must be reconciled to I Cor 14 

iii.  I Tim 2:12 12  But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority 

over a man, but to remain quiet. 13 For it was Adam who was first 

created[8], and then Eve. 

iv. Put these together, and women are not prevented from prophesying or 

praying publicly, but rather from doing so in a position of authority over 

men. 
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1. Furthermore, Paul notes ―the Law also says‖ – thus, the law 

(nomos) is referenced as a contextual witness, also, to Paul‘s 

assertion (which is the next dimension of the principle)  

4. Other passages by other authors on the same subject -  

a. On Salvation: Jn 3:16 – John writes ―For God so loved the world… whoever 

believeth on him shall be saved‖ 

b. On Salvation: Rom 10:9-10 – Paul writes ―If we confess with our mouth that 

Jesus is Lord and believe in our hearts that God raised him from the dead we shall 

be saved‖ 

c. On Salvation: the author of Hebrews notes (v25) ―…he (Christ) is able to save to 

the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to 

make intercession for them.‖ 

d. These verses are each true- but understanding them together helps us to develop 

more fully what is meant by ―believing‖ on Christ noted in Jn 3:16 

5. The whole Bible – I must interpret my passage on the teachings of the whole Bible – 

rarely is one verse or passage a complete exegesis on a subject 

a. If I interpret a verse of scripture contrary to the teachings of the rest of the Bible, I 

have it wrong 

i. I.E. the doctrine of Giving – The Bible teaches giving one-tenth, sacrificial 

giving, giving ALL.  Which is it? 
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The Lesser Principles  

 

4ÈÅÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ Ǫ 0ÒÁÃÔÉÃÁÌ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓ 

¶ Theological Principle– do your best to know the theological understanding of the 

day in which the author lived – (he will not have written beyond his understanding) 

o Built on the concept of Progressive Revelation – God revealed himself, people 

understood, God revealed more (like math leading to algebra) 

o There were preparatory theologies – priesthood system in OT prepares the 

way for the priesthood of Christ and of the believer in Christ – If we read OT 

we do not see the same scope of theology that we see in NT – we must 

understand writers in accordance with their revelation 

Á Multiple wives in Old Testament – the full revelation of God‘s 

principles in marriage was not given until later in God‘s revelation of 

himself  

Á Jesus saying ―it is written… but I say‖ – reveals a lack of 

understanding of earlier principles – given by later light 

o This is particularly important when studying the Old Testament and the 

gospels 

¶ Practical Principle – One should never study the Word of God without considering 

―what should I believe or do as a result of this passage‖ or ―How should I apply this?‖ 

Á We will deal with this principle much later, as it is more concerned 

with application than interpretation.  

 

All 5 principles discovered so far are ―General‖ interpretive principles.  They should apply to the 

whole Bible in some way – every book, every writing. 

 

 

4ÈÒÅÅ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓ ɀ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÏÎÌÙ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÆÔÅÒ ) ÁÐÐÌÙ ÔÈÅ 

ÆÉÖÅ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓ ɀ  

¶ Literal Principle – This is a literal passage – I take it at face value.  No mystical 

meaning, no metaphor, no figurative speech, it‘s literal.  This is the basic default 

principle until the author clues us in otherwise. 

o Author might say, ―then Jesus taught them with a parable‖ or he may say ―the 
kingdom of God is like‖, etc.   

o Author might use a hyperbole or metaphor that is obviously not literal, etc. 

This tell us that we are NOT to take the passage literally. 
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¶ Figurative principle – understanding from the 5 general principles that something is a 

principled teaching rather than a personal claim to be made. 

o Prov 22:6 (NIV) 6 Train a child in the way he should go,  

     and when he is old he will not turn from it.  

¶ Allegorical Principle – an extended figure of speech 

o This is beyond parable with one meaning, but a story with many meanings 

Á The story (parable) of the sower 

¶ Jesus interprets this- it has many meanings – it should not be 

seen as a parable, but an allegory 

Á How do we know the difference between a parable and an allegory?  

Context – (good Samaritan – answering the question ―who is my 

neighbor‖ – it had one point) 

 

We must be VERY CAREFUL determining what is metaphorical and what is literal.  This can 

ONLY be done after we have studied FULLY our passage using the 5 general principles. 

 

,ÅÔȭÓ ×ÏÒË Á ÔÅØÔȡ 

Mat 18:21-35 

  21 Then Peter came and said to Him, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I 

forgive him? Up to seven times?" 22 Jesus said*[22] to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven 

times, but up to seventy times seven.   23 "For this reason the kingdom of heaven may[23] be 

compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 "When he had begun to 

settle them, one who owed him ten[24] thousand talents was brought to him. 25 "But since he 

did[25] not have the means to repay, his lord commanded him to be sold, along with his wife 

and children and all that he had, and repayment to be made. 26 "So the slave fell to the ground 

and prostrated himself before him, saying, 'Have patience with me and I will repay you 

everything.' 27 "And the lord of that slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him 

the debt[26]. 28 "But that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a 

hundred denarii[27]; and he seized him and began to choke him, saying, 'Pay back what you 

owe.' 29 "So his fellow slave fell to the ground and began to plead with him, saying, 'Have 

patience with me and I will repay you.' 30 "But he was unwilling, and[28] went and threw him in 

prison until he should pay back what was owed. 31 "So when his fellow slaves saw what had 

happened, they were deeply grieved and came and reported to their lord all that had 

happened. 32 "Then summoning him, his lord said*[29] to him, 'You wicked slave, I forgave you 

all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 'Should you not also have had mercy on your 

fellow slave, in the same way that I had mercy on you?' 34 "And his lord, moved with anger, 

handed him over to the torturers until he should repay all that was owed him. 35 "My heavenly 

Father will also do the same to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your[30] 

heart."  
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Questions: 

¶ Is it 490 times literally? 

o We have to know the meaning of the parable to answer this – because 

Jesus said ―for this reason the kingdom of God may be compared…‖ 

Á Is this a parable or an allegory?  How do we know? 

Á What‘s the meaning? 

o Is the 490 literal, then? 
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The Principle of Progressive Revelation  
 

Principle:   

God has chosen to progressively reveal himself and his plan slowly over the course of history.  

He did not reveal everything about himself at once, but systematically. 

 

¶ 1,000 years for OT to be written 

o But extends back in content to the creation – several thousand years 

¶ 400 year break between OT & NT 

¶ <100 years for NT to be written 

 

In this historical process, what was known about God and his plan in the NT was not known in 

the OT.  Things known in 1000 BC were not known in 2000 BC, etc.   

 

Cautions related to this principle: 

¶ One should not assume newer knowledge upon older principles 

o IE:  Messiah 

Á In Pentateuch it was only known that: 

¶ Will be seed of Woman (indicative of Virgin birth – but clarified 

until Isaiah 7) 

¶ He would be God and man 

¶ He would be a prophet 

¶ He would be a king 

¶ He will be from Judah 

o Thus:  one cannot claim that people in Moses day looked forward to Messiah as 

the atonement for their sins.  They did not know such theology. 

¶ One should not read NT knowledge back into OT (same principle as above, generally) 

o Common in Replacement Theology: 

Á Promises made to Israel in OT – really were made to church in NT 

¶ If this is so, then how can one say the scriptures are true?   

o Israel was told that her descendants, for example, would 

have certain portions of land.  Was this for the church? 

¶ If this is true, then what did the scriptures mean to the OT hearers?   

o Did it have no meaning at all, but was being saved for a 

later generation? 

o Will look at this more later. 

Examples: 

¶ Trinitarian Theology 
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o Genesis 1:26-27 (ESV)  
26 
Then God said, ―Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them 

have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over 

the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on 

the earth.‖ 
27 

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he 

created him; male and female he created them.  

Á The ―us‖ is unknown – God is known only as ―one‖ at this time, although 

the ―us‖ and ―our‖ are noted, no one can yet understand Trinitarian 

theology from it. 

o Colossians 1:15-16 (ESV)  
15 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 
16 

For by him 

all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him 

and for him.  

Á Here, Christ is noted as the agent of creation – a part of the ―us‖ and ―our‖ 

noted in Gen. 1 

o Psalm 139:7 (NIV)  
7 
Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?  

Á Here, the HS is equated with God‘s very presence 

o John 14:26 (NIV)  
26 

But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will 

teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.  

Á Here, Jesus notes the handing off of his ministry to the Holy Spirit 

o Acts 5:3-4 (NIV)  
3 
Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you 

have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you 

received for the land? 
4 
Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was 

sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a 

thing? You have not lied to men but to God."  

Á Here, the HS is equated with God 

¶ V3 – ―lied to the Holy Spirit‖ 

¶ V4 – ―not lied to men but to God.‖ 

o Ephesians 4:30 (NIV)  
30 

And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the 

day of redemption.  

Á Here, the HS is noted to be the agent of salvation 

 

False Understandings of Progressive Revelation 

That revelation continues post-canonization of scripture. 

¶ Latter Rain Movement 

o Loose affiliation (group) which contends that God is speaking to them – extra-

biblically – concerning new truths which were formerly hidden. 

o They use Daniel 12 as a proof-text for their assertions: 
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Á Daniel 12:8-9 (NIV)  
8 
I heard, but I did not understand. So I asked, "My lord, what will the 

outcome of all this be?" 
9 
He replied, "Go your way, Daniel, because the 

words are closed up and sealed until the time of the end.  

¶ ―the words‖ sealed up – were already revealed.  Daniel wrote 

them.  The teaching is not that ―new words‖ will come at the end – 

but that these words are sealed until the end.  Or, that these things 

will not be understood until they unfold. 

Á Latter Rain proponents teach that ―the seal‖ has been broken on revelation 

¶ There is no proof as to how exactly they know this 

Á They assert that now ―they are learning new things‖ 

¶ They do not prove how they are ―learning‖ these new things 
systematically: 

o It may be visions 

o Dreams 

o Etc- 

o All unconfirmed by scripture 

¶ The homosexual ―religious‖ movement 

o A great movement is underway in various apostate denominations and extra-

biblical pseudo-christian groups which are purporting that ―God has revealed via 

progressive revelation‖ that homosexuality is no longer wrong; or that it was 

never wrong at all, but mankind ―got it‖ wrong in their interpretation. 

o The UCC (nationally) has used this general claim in their acceptance of 

homosexuality in the church.   

Á Their campaign was entitled ―God is still speaking.‖ 

Á Their website claims: 

¶ God continues to shed more light and truth in our world. In a 

similar way, we are not limited by past understandings of scripture, 

but we seek new insights and help for living the faith today. God is 

not finished with us yet.  

 

Obviously, the issue with both movements – and others with this skewed and erroneous view of 

progressive revelation – is that God is still creating doctrinal truths, outside of his Word.   

 

Thus, doctrine is not determined by scripture alone (sola scriptura) but by scripture – and dreams 

– and visions – and other alternative revelations; each unverifiable and unaffirmed by Christ and 

the apostles.  
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Resources 
 

"ÉÂÌÅÓ 

Note that not all Bibles are created equally. 

¶ Formal –vs- dynamic equivalence  

o Formal equivalence:  a stringent word-for-word translational process – 

even at the expense of readability and normative presentation in the target 

language (English) 

Á Each word is translated 

Á Each grammatical ingredient is attempted to be rendered strictly 

into English 

o Dynamic equivalence: a thought-for-thought translational process – at the 

expense of literality and/or word order in the target language (English) 

Á Each thought is attempted to be brought into English 

Á This attempts to smooth out difficult to translate portions by re-

stating them in English rather than static translation 

¶ Usage 

o There is no hard line between formal and dynamic equivalence. 

Á Formal is more literal – but less readable and at times less 

understandable 

Á Dynamic is more understandable and readable – but less literal 

Á Every translation will have elements of both.  Most, however, have 

at least a translational philosophy which puts them toward one side 

or the other. 

¶ Purposes: 

o More literal translations are best for interpretational work because they 

most accurately translate the original text 

o Dynamic equivalence is helpful for reading and memorizing scriptures, as 

it creates more fluid and memorable thoughts. 

¶ In interpretational work 

o The more literal the better when it comes to interpretation. 

Á You may test the quality of the dynamic equivalent versions by 

your own work 

Á You generally do not want to start with a dynamic equivalent text: 

you want to start as literally as possible to avoid misinterpretation 

¶ Specific Bibles: 

o KJV – a must  

Á Many tools are built upon the KJV 

Á Primarily literal translation 

o ESV 

Á Primarily literal  

Á Good because of numerous footnotes which present alternative 

possibilities in English rendering 
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o NASB 

Á Primarily literal 

Á Good because of additional tools which reference it (NASB 

numbering system, dictionary, concordance) 

o NIV 

Á Middle ground between literal & DE 

¶ Officially, a ―dynamic equivalence‖ philosophy 

¶ But more conservative than just about any other 

Á Very readable – easy to memorize – great for public presentation 

with explanation 

o Holman Christian Standard Bible 

Á Middle ground 

¶ Holman‘s philosophy is self-noted as ―optimal 

equivalence.‖ 

¶ It will vary between formal and dynamic. 

¶ Paraphrases 

o I do not recommend paraphrases – either for study or public reading. 

Á A paraphrase – by definition – has already been interpreted by 

someone else and re-worded in English.   

o Paraphrases are good in rare circumstances: 

Á When you are struggling with keeping context & want to read 

someone else‘s thoughts (as a paraphrase) 

Á To teach children, there are several good children‘s paraphrases 
which use words they can better understand 

¶ Interlinear 

o A Bible which has both source and target languages together for easy 

reference of terms 

Á The New Greek-English Interlinear NT (Tyndale) 

Á NIV Interlinear Hebrew-English Old Testament (Zondervan) 

 

3ÔÕÄÙ "ÉÂÌÅÓ 

¶ MacArthur 

¶ Scofield 

¶ Ryrie 

 

3ÕÒÖÅÙ 

¶ Walk Through The Bible – Ken Boa (not available in WS) 

¶ Expository Survey of the Scriptures – Gary Staats (available in WS) 

 

"ÉÂÌÅ $ÉÃÔÉÏÎÁÒÙ 
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¶ New Unger‘s Bible Dictionary  

¶ Easton‘s Illustrated Bible Dictionary  

 

%ÎÃÙÃÌÏÐÅÄÉÁ  

¶ International Standard Bible Encyclopedia (ISBE) 

 

"ÉÂÌÅ !ÔÌÁÓ 

¶ Tyndale Handbook of Bible Charts and Maps 

¶ MacMillan Bible Atlas  

 

#ÏÎÃÏÒÄÁÎÃÅ 

¶ Strong‘s 

¶ Young‘s 

¶ NASB 

 

#ÏÍÍÅÎÔÁÒÙ 

¶ Keeping it simple – there are way too many to list 

¶ These are affordable and general 

¶ 2 extremes on commentary: 

o Some do not use them at all – thus do not learn from teachers they could be 

learning from 

o Some use them exclusively – never do the work for themselves – do not learn to 

exegete scripture – do not discover their doctrines for themselves 

¶ Beware: there are many liberal commentators 

¶ Good general commentaries: 

o The Bible Knowledge Commentary (OT & NT) (DTS Faculty – very 

conservative) 

o College Press NIV Commentary 

o IVP Bible Background Commentary (OT & NT separate) 
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Interpretive Laws  
 

4ÈÅ 'ÏÌÄÅÎ 2ÕÌÅ ÏÆ )ÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÁÔÉÏÎ 
When the plain sense of Scripture makes common sense, seek no other sense; therefore, take 

every word at its primary, ordinary, usual, literal meaning, unless the facts of the immediate 

context, studied in the light of related passages and axiomatic and fundamental truths, indicate 

clearly otherwise. 

- David L. Cooper (1886-1965), founder and president of "The Biblical Research Society" 

¶ Basic truth:  read scripture plainly, literally, from left to right, as it reads – unless there is 

something in the text itself which reveals that it cannot be taken plainly. 

¶ Principle: 

o Do not ―insert‖ a symbolic truth into a text which could otherwise be read 
literally 

o Even when figures of speech are used, a literal element is behind them and 

should be the first assumption as to the intended meaning 

¶ Terms: 

o Take every word at its  

Á Primary ï this term focuses on the original inherent idea of a word, esp. 

in light of the age of the writing (the definition is not left behind) 

Á Ordinary and usual ï (usual for emphasis) – indicating that a word must 

be interpreted not only within its definition, but within its usual definition 

within its cultural norm unless otherwise indicated (the cultural ideals are 

not left behind) 

Á Literal ï the actual thought as it is presented – the antithesis of 

metaphorical or figurative.  This is the default usage, changed only under 

the circumstances below. 

o Unless the facts of the immediate contextéindicate otherwise 

Á Studied in the light of related passages 

¶ Many times a related passage will reveal positively if a text is 

literal or figurative in its interpretation (examples shortly) 

Á And axiomatic and fundamental truths 

¶ Thus, the obvious truths of the observable world – or theology etc 

- should be compromised in the context to know something is 

figurative 

Á Indicate otherwise 

¶ If related passages and axiomatic truths do not fit a passage, then 

it can be considered for figurative interpretation 

Á NOTE:  ―axiomatic and fundamental truths‖ are suspended in scripture 
for the miraculous 

¶ There are some who count all miracles as symbolic in scripture 

because they believe that they interfere with axiomatic and 

fundamental truths 
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o However, the very idea of God is wholly consistent with 

the fundamental understanding of the miraculous 

¶ Three ways a text can be used: 

o Literal – ―plain language‖ text – it means precisely what it sounds like on the 

surface 

o Illustratively – it means precisely what it sounds like on the surface, but is used 

as an illustration 

o Figuratively – it means something differently from what it sounds like – it is used 

figuratively 

¶ Examples: 

o Illustrative usage misunderstood: 

Á Mat 24:32 and Luk 21:29 

¶ Here, Jesus uses a fig tree as illustration 

¶ Many think he is speaking symbolically – because a fig tree can 

be symbolic of Israel in scripture 

¶ If so, they think that Israel‘s becoming a nation again is the signal 

of ―soon‖  - and that one generation later, Christ will come 

o (this is apparently the thinking behind 88 reasons Christ 

will come in 1988 book) 

¶ However, in Luke‘s account, the fig tree is listed with all other 
trees – making this symbolic usage null & void 

o Rather, this was a simple illustration, with a fig tree (and 

other trees) as examples: 

Á When the leaves arrive, Summer is near 

Á When you see these signs (from the context) the 

end is near  

o Symbolic usage misunderstood:  Mat 26:20-29  

Á Catholicism:  doctrine of transubstantiation  

¶ Based on literal understanding of this text 

Á Related passage:  Luke 22:14-20 

¶ Jesus notes a metaphor is being used 

o ―this is my body‖ ―do this in remembrance of me‖ 

o Literal usage misunderstood:  

Á Romans 11 

¶ ―Israel‖ often understood to refer to only the elect (replacement 
theology) 

o From ―Jew‖ interpretation in Ch 2) 

¶ Yet, v 11 states ―through their trespass salvation has come to the 
Gentiles‖ – noting a literal Israel was being referenced 

o Also v 13, 17-22 

¶ V25 – ―a partial hardening has come upon Irael until the fullness 

of the Gentiles has come in‖ 

¶ Importance of this law: 
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o Several schools of theological thought ignore this rule and use figurative 

interpretational methods whenever they do not like the literally presented 

material 

Á Figurative prophetic (second coming) predictions – an example 

¶ Attribute many passages to Christ‘s first coming by making them 
figurative – thus to explain their theological position 

Jeremiah 33:17 (ESV)  
17 
ñFor thus says the LORD: David shall never lack a man to sit 

on the throne of the house of Israel,  

Jeremiah 33:21 (NIV) [related ï give more insight ï it is 

DAVIDôS throne) 
21 

then my covenant with David my servant--and my covenant 

with the Levites who are priests ministering before me--can be 

broken and David will no longer have a descendant to reign on 

his throne.  

Luke 1:32-33 (NIV) [related ï JESUS is said to be that ñoneò] 
32 

He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. 

The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 
33 

and 

he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will 

never end."  

Matthew 25:31-32 (NIV) [related ï that throne is noted 

ñearthlyò upon the Second coming of Christ] 
31 

"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels 

with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. 
32 

All the 

nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the 

people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from 

the goats.  

Joel 3:1-2 (NIV) [related ï specificity of location] 
1 
'In those days and at that time, when I restore the fortunes of 

Judah and Jerusalem, 
2 
I will gather all nations and bring them 

down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat. There I will enter into 

judgment against them concerning my inheritance, my people 

Israel, for they scattered my people among the nations and 

divided up my land.  

¶ Others make figurative the very nature of the atonement of Christ 

o Moral example theory of atonement: 

Á Jesus did not come to ―fulfill the law‖ in a literal sense; thus 
dying as a blood atonement to fulfill God‘s legal requirements 

for sin 

Á He rather died as an example –  

¶ Other Examples: 

o Gen. 1 –  

Á Prose – not poetry 
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Á Lit – not fig 

o Jonah 2 

Á Some see fig. v3-6 – not lit. distress – not lit. Sheol  

o Ezekiel 28 – two prophesies 

o Ps 23?  Written as sheep 

o Rev 6 – seals 

o Rev 9 – using imagery about the ―star‖ 

 

4ÈÅ ,Á× ÏÆ $ÏÕÂÌÅ 2ÅÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ 

The Law of Double Reference is an interpretational rule for biblical prophecy in which prophetic 

predictions are fulfilled at differing times but are described in a singular prophetical passage as if 

they were a singular event. 

 

Our ―official‖ definition for this course: 

 

"Two events, widely separated as to the time of their fulfillment, may be brought 

together into the scope of one prophecy.  This was done because the prophet had a 

message for his own day as well as for a future time. " 

-- J. Dwight Pentecost  

 

The Law of Double Reference is the principle of associating similar or related ideas 

which are usually separated from one another by long period of times, and which are 

blended into a single picture like the blending of pictures by a stereopticon. 

-- David L. Cooper 

  

The Idea: 

This rule has to do with how prophecies are fulfilled.  It involves scriptural texts which appear to 

be written as ―one prophecy‖ – but may actually refer to more than one historical event. 

 

One prophecy: 

¶ Speaks to two different events (or more) 

o It may prophesy something which will happen more than once as a type  

o It may prophesy something which will happen in part at the current time and in 

fulfillment at a later time 

¶ As if they are one prophecy 

o The reader would not normally know from the immediate context that a prophecy 

will be fulfilled via dual reference 
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o Normally, another text – or the unfolding of history itself – will i ndicate that a 

prophecy was not completely fulfilled in one event. 

Á i.e. – Isaiah 11 

¶ portions fulfilled 

¶ portions remain unfulfilled 

¶ all are valid prophecy – just not all fulfilled 

 

The Forms: 

 

Type:  (as in typology):  a prophet introduces a prophecy concerning an event, 
person, etc, which is thought fulfilled, but later revealed by scripture to have 
been prophetically typographical in nature. (a form of something to be revealed 
later)  

 

¶ A later event (the anti-type) frequently pertains to Christ and/or one of his comings 

¶ Anti-types also frequently develop ―foreshadowing‖ theologies of the earlier ―type‖ 

 

Examples: 

¶ Heb 8-10 

¶ Jer 31:15-16 

o Jeremiah prophesied the weeping of Rachel‘s children 

Á Thought fulfilled in ch 40:1-2 – 586 BC – Judah carried off 

Á Thought fulfilled in 722 BC exile 

Á Yet, Matthew noted it was fulfilled in Herod‘s slaughter of male children 
at the time of Christ‘s birth: 

¶ Matthew 2:16-18 (NIV)  
16 

When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he 

was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem 

and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance 

with the time he had learned from the Magi.  
17 

Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:  
18 

"A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, 

Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted, 

because they are no more."  

¶ Daniel 9:25-27  

"Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild 

Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven 'sevens,' and 

sixty-two 'sevens.' It will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in times of trouble. 26 

After the sixty-two 'sevens,' the Anointed One will be cut off and will have nothing. The 

people of the ruler who will come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will 

come like a flood: War will continue until the end, and desolations have been decreed. 27 
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He will confirm a covenant with many for one 'seven.' In the middle of the 'seven' he will 

put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing [of the temple] he will set up an 

abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him". 

o Thought fulfilled in 586 BC - Antiochus Epiphanes halted temple worship and 

sacrificed a pig on the altar of the Temple 

o Thought fulfilled in 70 AD – Titus destroyed Temple (and city) – erected his 

Image in the temple 

o Yet, Jesus noted 

Á Matthew 24:4-25 
Á "Watch out that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in my name, 

claiming, 'I am the Christ,' and will deceive many. 6 You will hear of wars and 

rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, 

but the end is still to come. 7 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 

against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8 All 

these are the beginning of birth pains. 9 "Then you will be handed over to be 

persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. 

10 At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each 

other, 11 and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12 

Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but he 

who stands firm to the end will be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will 

be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end 

will come. 15 "So when you see standing in the holy place 'the abomination that 

causes desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daniel--let the reader 

understand-- 16 then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17 Let no 

one on the roof of his house go down to take anything out of the house. 18 Let no 

one in the field go back to get his cloak. 19 How dreadful it will be in those days 

for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 20 Pray that your flight will not take 

place in winter or on the Sabbath. 21 For then there will be great distress, 

unequaled from the beginning of the world until now--and never to be equaled 

again. 22 If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the 

sake of the elect those days will be shortened. 23 At that time if anyone says to 

you, 'Look, here is the Christ!' or, 'There he is!' do not believe it. 24 For false 

Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to 

deceive even the elect--if that were possible. 25 See, I have told you ahead of 

time. 

WARNING: 

¶ Many very liberal and ungodly theological principles have been fabricated as ―types‖ by 

creative minds 

o We never declare something in scripture a type of something else. 

Á Scripture makes that declaration, itself. 

¶ Matthew tells us that Daniel‘s abomination (thought fulfilled) was 

yet a future event. 

¶ Hebrews tells us that the elements of the law are forshadowing 

¶ Matthew tells us that Jer. 31 was fulfilled with Herod‘s killing of 

the children  

o Some theologians go nuts with typing things that scripture does not make types 

out of.  This leads to false presumptions and false doctrines.   
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Á I.E. – supercessionism – or ―replacement‖ theology –  

¶ Many say that the church was the anti-type of Israel –  

o Israel was thus a prophetic foreshadowing of the church to 

come – the church was the fulfillment 

o Scripture itself does not make this assertion 

Á Types DO exist – but scripture reveals them to us.  We do not inject them 

into scripture. 

 

 

Gap:  a prophecy predicts an earlier event followed by a later event with no 
notice of such separation.  (or, one prophecy speaks of two future events at 
different times ɀ without eluding to a time break)  
 

¶ One prophecy speaks of two forward events (though the prophecy seems to only speak of 

one future event) 

¶ The first event fails to fulfill the prophecy 

o Thus indicating that an additional future event must complete the prophecy 

o Or- at times another future scriptural text indicates the prophecy to be unfulfilled 

¶ Neither the earlier or the later event fulfill the prophecy 

 

Examples: 

¶ Numerous Messianic prophecies: 

o Isaiah 61:1-4 (ESV)  
1 
The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to 

bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to 

proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are 

bound; 
2 
to proclaim the year of the LORD‘s favor, and the day of vengeance of 

our God; to comfort all who mourn; 
3 
to grant to those who mourn in Zionð to 

give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of 

mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be 

called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he may be 

glorified. 
4 
They shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former 

devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many 

generations.  
Á V 1-2A – speak of the first coming of Christ perfectly 

Á V 2B and following speak to the second coming of Christ. 

Á Interestingly, Jesus quoted this text at his first coming – but only in part: 

¶ Luke 4:17-21 (ESV)  
17 

And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He 

unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written, 
18 

ñThe Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me 

to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
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liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set 

at liberty those who are oppressed, 
19 

to proclaim the year of the 

Lordôs favor.ò 
20 

And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the 

attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were 

fixed on him. 
21 
And he began to say to them, ñToday this Scripture 

has been fulfilled in your hearing.ò  

o Isaiah 9:6-7 (ESV)  
6 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon 

his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 
Of the increase of his government and of 

peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to 

establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time 

forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.  

Á What might one expect of the coming of Christ based upon this prophecy 

(with no former knowledge of double reference)?   

o Isaiah 11:1-6 (ESV)  
1 
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his 

roots shall bear fruit. 
2 
And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit 

of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of 

knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3 
And his delight shall be in the fear of the 

LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his 

ears hear, 
4 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with 

equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his 

mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5 
Righteousness 

shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 
6 
The wolf 

shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 

and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall 

lead them.  

o Luke 1:26-33 (ESV)  
26 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 

named Nazareth, 
27 

to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 

house of David. And the virgin‘s name was Mary. 
28 

And he came to her and said, 

ñGreetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!ò 
29 

But she was greatly troubled 

at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 
30 

And the 

angel said to her, ñDo not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
31 

And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call 

his name Jesus. 
32 

He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. 

And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 
33 

and he will 

reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.ò  
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4ÈÅ ,Á× ÏÆ &ÉÒÓÔ -ÅÎÔÉÏÎ 

This law is related to and understood in light of the principle of progressive revelation. 

 

Essentially, this law states that the first mention of a principle in scripture will help clarify the 

fundamental meaning of that principle in scripture. 

 

¶ This does take into account the law of progressive revelation 

o Thus, a principle‘s meaning may have been further developed from its original 
thought 

o Yet, understanding its original thought will keep one on track in interpreting 

the same principle later in scripture 

Á Understanding the foundational principle will almost always help in 

understanding a principle later in theological development 

Example:  concept of ―sacrifice‖ 

¶ First seen in Gen 4 

o Genesis 4:3-7 (ESV)  
3 
In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD an offering of the fruit of the 

ground, 
4 
and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat 

portions. And the LORD had regard for Abel and his offering, 
5 
but for Cain 

and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. 
6 

The LORD said to Cain, ñWhy are you angry, and why has your face fallen? 
7 

If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is 

crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it.ò  

o Term ―sacrifice‖ not used – but concept is present in the type of offering given 

by Cain & Abel 

o The primary early concept was:   

Á Blood sacrifice is an acceptable way to approach God 

Á Vegetable offerings are not 

¶ Hebrews 11:4 (ESV)  
4 
By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than 

Cain, through which he was commended as righteous, God 

commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, 

though he died, he still speaks.  

¶ Heb. Concurs with the ―acceptability‖ of Cain‘s offering 

¶ Some would point to earlier sacrifice in God‘s provision of skins for the newly sinful 
Adam & Eve – to replace their fig leave clothes 

o Genesis 3:21 (ESV)  
21 

And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and 

clothed them.  

Á Here, a similar principle – though less articulated – exists 

¶ Sacrifices later seen – prior to their formal explanation in the law – building upon the 

original premise:  God may be approached via blood sacrifices 
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o Noah, immediately after leaving the ark: 

Á Genesis 8:20-22 (ESV)  
20 

Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and took some of every clean 

animal and some of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the 

altar. 
21 

And when the LORD smelled the pleasing aroma, the LORD 

said in his heart, ñI will never again curse the ground because of man, 

for the intention of manôs heart is evil from his youth. Neither will I 

ever again strike down every living creature as I have done. 
22 

While 

the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and 

winter, day and night, shall not cease.ò  

o  God affirms his blood requirement shortly thereafter: 

Á Genesis 9:4-5 (ESV)  
4 
But you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood. 

5 
And for 

your lifeblood I will require a reckoning: from every beast I will 

require it and from man. From his fellow man I will require a 

reckoning for the life of man.  

 

 

This law also gives clarity to certain prophesies which otherwise would be very difficult to 

understand. 

¶ Isaiah 7 

o Ahaz (king of Judah) fearing attack from Israel and Assyria 

o God tells Ahaz to ask him for a sign: 

Á Read v. 10-14 

¶ The sign is ―the virgin‖ 

o Translations vary using ―a virgin‖ and ―the virgin‖. 

Á The Heb. States ―the‖ – not ―a‖ 

Á The Sept. states ―the‖ 

Á Matthew 1:23 – quoting Isaiah 7 – states ―the‖ 

in the Greek 

o In Hebrew, a definite article (―the‖ virgin rather than 

―a‖ virgin) finds its use from two possible sources: 

Á The immediate context (something referred to in 

the same conversation) 

Á A principle of previous reference (something 

well-known to the audience) 

o Since there is no woman mentioned in the immediate 

context, the article (―the‖ or ―a‖ dispute) must refer to a 

previous reference. 
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Á The only scriptural previous reference of ―virgin 
giving birth to a son‖ comes from Genesis 3:15, 

the seed of woman, one whom is from woman 

alone, and whom will bash the head of Satan. 

Á Thus, this is not a random virgin, but ―THE‖ 
virgin of previous reference. 
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4ÈÅ ,Á× ÏÆ 2ÅÃÕÒÒÅÎÃÅ 

This law indicates that there are times in scripture when an event is recorded in general and then 

restated with more detail.  At times the scriptures tell a story twice (or more times), with 

additional detail given in the second or later subsequent account. 

 

¶ This technique is similar to an artist‘s work on a complex painting: 

o The painting is ―blocked out‖– with basic dimensional structure 

o The painting is then ―fleshed out‖ – with additional fill-in material, lighting 

and details 

o The painting is finally ―finished‖ – with final fretwork & fine detail 

¶ Such technique can be misinterpreted to be an accounting of two or more separate 

stories – but such is in fact a misinterpretation. 

o Your father says, ―when I was young I worked on a farm.‖ 

o He then says, ―I worked with my hands, picking cotton.‖ 

o He speaks not of two separate stories – but one, with additional detail in the  

¶ In scripture: 

o An author writes what seems to be an entire story in a ―block‖ of scripture; 
perhaps a paragraph or even a chapter. 

o He then writes a second block of scripture on the same subject, but with 

additional detail. 

Examples 

 

¶ Creation Account 

o Genesis 1:1-2:3 – the seven days of creation – ends in 2:1-3 

Á A seemingly complete, full and chronological accounting of the story 

o Gen 2:4-25 – refers back to the 6 days with added details concerning the 

creation of man on the sixth day 

Á While the sixth day was accounted for, this second accounting gives 

the details of the first 

¶ The Sons of Noah Account 

o Gen 10 – gives an account of 70 nations stemming from Noah‘s three sons 

Á Lists each son, their nations and their languages 

Á Yet, at this point in time, all are speaking one language:  the account 

for the confusion of the languages has not yet been accounted for 

Á 10:25 states, Genesis 10:25 (ESV)  
25 

To Eber were born two sons: the name of the one was Peleg, for in 

his days the earth was divided, and his brotherôs name was Joktan.  

¶ ―the earth was divided‖ – unclear in context as of yet- but will 

be revealed soon 

o Gen 11:1 ―now the whole earth had one language and the same words‖ 

Á This goes contextually backward into the ―telling‖ of the history of 
chapter 10 
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¶ Genesis 11:7-8 (ESV)  
7 
Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so 

that they may not understand one anotherôs speech.ò 
8 
So the 

LORD dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, 

and they left off building the city.  

Á Thus, the ―division‖ of 10:25 is a division of language 

o Gen 10, then, gives a general telling of the nations from Shem, Ham and 

Japeth, while Gen 11 focuses in on one aspect of Gen 10 for an expanded 

view of that portion of the story 

Á This is the law of recurrence 

¶ The Battle of Armageddon 

o Zech 12-14 prophetically predicts this battle in several layers 

Á 12:1-9 - a short description of the whole time period 

¶ Depiction only of Israel‘s strength – God‘s provision 

Á 12:10-14 – Israel‘s national repentance – mourning for Christ 

Á 13: - the continuation of the depiction of Israel‘s repentance 

¶ Articulation of her refining – having 2/3rds of the nation 

destroyed (going backward historically to before her 

repentance) 

Á 14 – a recap of the whole scenario –  

¶ from the gathering of the nations 

¶ to the coming of Christ 

¶ the nature of their destruction 

¶ the final fruition of Christ‘s reign on earth. 

¶ The Gog-Magog Invasion 

o Ezek 38 – depicts the entire invasion 

Á Ends in utter death and destruction of those who fight Israel 

o Ezek 39 – more prophecy to those destroyed in ch 38 

Á Either they have been brought back to life again – to be destroyed all 

over again 

Á Or – this is a second stroke of the brush: filling in additional details via 

a retelling of the original story. 

¶ This is the law of recurrence 

Missing a recurrence leads to all manners of misinterpretation. 

¶ Many speak of ―two creation accounts‖ (primarily liberal errantist types) 

o Some who speak of two accounts, use this shamefully as a means to attempt to 

inject evolutionary theory into theology 

Á Some note that the ―first account‖ was a particular and mythical 

creation account, (to combat those other cultures have created) while 

the ―second account‖ was a general account of creation 

Á Some note that the ―first‖ and ―second‖ creation accounts were written 
by different people entirely (JEPD ―documentary hypothesis‖) 
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Á Some note that the ―two‖ were separated by a gap between Gen 1:1 
and 1:2 

o Each of these fails to acknowledge the law of recurrence 

Á The story is ONE story told in TWO slices; such as is exceptionally 

common in ancient Jewish literature.  
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Hebrew Poetry  
 

Hebrew poetry is designed around parallelism rather than rhyme & rhythm like Western poetry 

does.    In this format each statement is followed by a parallel statement to make a complete 

thought.  That thought, is a poetic line. 

 

¶ Formats 

o ―A‖ (statement/phrase) followed by ―B‖ (phrase) which elaborates further on 
the same idea. 

o Most common format in scripture is ABAB 

o Also there exists an ABBA 

¶ Types of Parallelism: 

o synonymous parallelism (or synommism) - the first half of the poetic line is 

mirrored in the second half.  Or – the second half completes the idea of the 

first half. 

Á These statements are roughly the same idea 

¶ Proverbs 1:22 (NIV)  
22 

"How long will you simple ones love your simple ways? How 

long will mockers delight in mockery and fools hate 

knowledge?  

o antithetical parallelism (antithetic) - the second half of the line contrasts the 

first half 

Á These statements are polarized from one another  

Á Proverbs 10:1 (NIV)  
A wise son brings joy to his father, but a foolish son grief to his 

mother.  

o synthetic parallelism  - the second half develops the first half with additional 

meaning or more clarity  

Á Proverbs 5:3 (NIV)  
3 
For the lips of an adulteress drip honey, and her speech is smoother 

than oil;  

Á Psalm 1:1-2 (ESV)  

¶ A:
1 
Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the 

wicked,  

¶ B: nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of 

scoffers;  

¶ A:
  2 

but his delight is in the law of the LORD,  

¶ B: and on his law he meditates day and night.  

o Climactic parallelism ï closely related to synthetic: (less common) 
Á First line is an incomplete thought 

Á Second line brings to climactic meaning/conclusion 
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¶ Psalm 29:1 (ESV)  
1 
Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the 

LORD glory and strength.  

o Line one states ―ascribe‖ – but not ―what‖ to ascribe 

o Line two tells ―what‖ to ascribe – ―glory‖ 

o Emblematic parallelism -  second line brings illustration to the first line (less 

common) 

Á this illustration will give a spiritual truth to the first line 

Á first line may have no spiritual meaning without second line 

Á second line will often offer a ―therefore‖ type of response 

¶ Psalm 42:1 (ESV)  
1 
As a deer pants for flowing streams,  

so pants my soul for you, O God.  

¶ Psalm 23:1 (ESV)  
1 
The LORD is my shepherd;  

I shall not want.  

o Int roverted parallelism: that which follows an ABBA pattern (rare) 

Á Habakkuk 3:2 (ESV)   
2 
O LORD, I have heard the report of you, and your work, O LORD, do I 

fear.  
In the midst of the years revive it;  
in the midst of the years make it known;  
in wrath remember mercy.  

 

¶ Distinctions: 

o It may be difficult to make a distinction between synonymous and climactic at 

times. 

Á But, the key to interpretation is to rightly align the parallel thoughts.  

¶ Examples: 

     
¶ Interpretation:  she will flat smooth talk you, boy! 

 

 

 
¶ Interpretation:  the righteous are guarded – the wicked overthrown 
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More Examples: 

In each, determine:  type of parallelism, parallel terms from A to B, and interpretation. 

 

Psalm 19:7 (ESV)  
7 
The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure, making 

wise the simple;  

Psalm 19:8 (ESV)  
8 
the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the LORD is pure, 

enlightening the eyes;  

Psalm 19:9 (ESV)  
9 
the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; the rules of the LORD are true, and righteous 

altogether.  

Psalm 37:21 (ESV)  
21 

The wicked borrows but does not pay back, but the righteous is generous and gives;  

Psalm 37:22 (ESV)  
22 

for those blessed by the LORD shall inherit the land, but those cursed by him shall be cut off.  

Psalm 37:23 (ESV)  
23 

The steps of a man are established by the LORD, when he delights in his way;  

Psalm 37:24 (ESV)  
24 

though he fall, he shall not be cast headlong, for the LORD upholds his hand.  
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Prophecy  
Passages that reveal future events from the perspective of the writer (and possibly to us as 

well) 

¶ Key to understanding prophecy:   

o understanding that God indeed has the ability to predict and relate the future to 

man 

o Some (liberal) theologians have difficulty believing that God can relate the future 

Á Passages, then, that accurately predict later events are touted by these 

individuals as later works, written after the events which they describe. 

o Apply the Golden Rule of Interpretation (when the common sense makes sense, 

seek no other sense) 

Á Unless the context indicates a figurative interpretation, do not assign one 

o Avoid allegorizing prophecy (related to applying the Golden Rule – but 

particularly pertinent to prophetic passages) 

Á Evangelicals treat the scriptures literally: 

¶ Epistles (letters) 

¶ Histories 

¶ Teachings on doctrines of holy spirit, God, Christ, salvation, etc 

Á BUT- some evangelicals treat prophetic passages allegorically instead of 

literally. 

¶ These steps are taken not because the text requires it – but because 

their theology requires it. 

¶ Basis for literal interpretive principles in prophecy: 

o The primary basis for keeping to a literal interpretive principle in prophecy is that 

the Bible itself keeps to a literal interpretive principle in prophecy. 

o Examples: 

Á Isaiah 9:1-2 (ESV)  
1 
But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former 

time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of 

Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, 

the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.  
2 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 

dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined.  

¶ Matthew 4:12-16 (ESV)  
12 

Now when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew 

into Galilee.  
13 

And leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the 

sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali,  
14 

so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:  
15 
ñThe land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the 

sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentilesð  
16 

the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for 

those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, on them a light 

has dawned.ò  
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Á Isaiah 6:8-10 (ESV)  
8 
And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ñWhom shall I send, and who 

will go for us?ò Then I said, ñHere am I! Send me.ò  
9 
And he said, ñGo, and say to this people: ñ óKeep on hearing, but do not 

understand; keep on seeing, but do not perceive.ô  
10 

Make the heart of this people dull, and their ears heavy, and blind their 

eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 

understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed.ò  

¶ Matthew 13:11-14 (ESV)  
11 
And he answered them, ñTo you it has been given to know the 

secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given.  
12 

For to the one who has, more will be given, and he will have an 

abundance, but from the one who has not, even what he has will be 

taken away.  
13 

This is why I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do 

not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.  
14 

Indeed, in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled that says: 

ñ óYou will indeed hear but never understand, and you will indeed 

see but never perceiveé. 

Á Daniel 9:10-12 (KJV)  
10 

Neither have we obeyed the voice of the LORD our God, to walk in his 

laws, which he set before us by his servants the prophets.  
11 

Yea, all Israel have transgressed thy law, even by departing, that they 

might not obey thy voice; therefore the curse is poured upon us, and the 

oath that is written in the law of Moses the servant of God, because we 

have sinned against him.  
12 

And he hath confirmed his words, which he spake against us, and 

against our judges that judged us, by bringing upon us a great evil: for 

under the whole heaven hath not been done as hath been done upon 

Jerusalem.  

¶ Deuteronomy 28:15 (KJV)  
15 

But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice 

of the LORD thy God, to observe to do all his commandments and 

his statutes which I command thee this day; that all these curses 

shall come upon thee, and overtake thee: é 

o Deuteronomy 28:25 (KJV)  
25 

The LORD shall cause thee to be smitten before thine 

enemies: thou shalt go out one way against them, and flee 

seven ways before them: and shalt be removed into all the 

kingdoms of the earth.  

¶ Principle for unfulfilled prophesies: 

o If fulfilled prophesies were fulfilled literally and in a common language manner, 

then there is no precedent by which one should presume that unfulfilled 

prophesies should be fulfilled in any different manner. 



43 | P a g e 

 

¶ Many like to spiritualize – or allegorize – prophecies that teach contrarily to their 

theological positions: 

o Regarding a literal one-thousand year Messianic Kingdom of Christ 

Á Isaiah 9:6-7 (ESV)  
6 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall 

be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
7 
Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on 

the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.  

¶ Fulfilled portions were literally fulfilled 

¶ There is no reason for unfulfilled sections of the same text to be 

presumed to be allegorically fulfilled 

o ―government‖ – lit. not fig 

o ―throne of David‖ – lit. not fig. 

Á Luke 1:30-35 (ESV)  
30 
And the angel said to her, ñDo not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 

favor with God.  
31 

And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 

shall call his name Jesus.  
32 

He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the 

Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David,  
33 

and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 

there will be no end.ò  
34 
And Mary said to the angel, ñHow will this be, since I am a virgin?ò  

35 
And the angel answered her, ñThe Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 

the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 

born will be called holyð the Son of God.  

¶ Again: fulfilled portions were fulfilled literally – not fig. 

o ―throne‖ of David – not heavenly throne 

o ―house of Jacob‖ is Israel – not the church 

o Regarding the future salvation of Israel 

Á Ezekiel 20:33-37 (ESV)  
33 
ñAs I live, declares the Lord GOD, surely with a mighty hand and an 

outstretched arm and with wrath poured out I will be king over you.  
34 

I will bring you out from the peoples and gather you out of the countries 

where you are scattered, with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, and 

with wrath poured out.  
35 

And I will bring you into the wilderness of the peoples, and there I will 

enter into judgment with you face to face.  
36 

As I entered into judgment with your fathers in the wilderness of the 

land of Egypt, so I will enter into judgment with you, declares the Lord 

GOD.  
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37 
I will make you pass under the rod, and I will bring you into the bond 

of the covenant.  

Á Jeremiah 31:31-34 (ESV)  
31 
ñBehold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a 

new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah,  
32 

not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I 

took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant 

that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the LORD.  
33 

But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 

those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will 

write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my 

people.  
34 

And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, 

saying, óKnow the LORD,ô for they shall all know me, from the least of 

them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, 

and I will remember their sin no more.ò  

¶ ―new‖ covenant – of the Holy Spirit 

¶ Same as that which the church has: salvation by faith in Christ 

o Yet prophesied to Israel – not the church 

o Yes, the church has this indwelling salvation – but the 

prophecy here is that Israel will have it as well 
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Apocalyptic Literature  
 

Apocalyptic literature is prophetic text with additional peculiar features. 

¶ Very high usage of symbolism 

o Usually interpreted within the book 

¶ Uses visions (from the author‘s own view) 

¶ Commonly requires interpreting angel to interpret what author is seeing (or additional 

commentary – or other context) 

¶ Examples: 

o OT 

Á Daniel 

Á Ezekiel 

Á Zechariah 

o NT 

Á Revelation 

¶ Interpretation: 

o Many think that apocalyptic books are ―open‖ to just about any interpretation they 

can dream up.  Such is not the case.  Almost always an interpretation exists within 

the book; either by an angel, commentary or additional light given elsewhere. 

o Yet, the interpretation of even apocalyptic literature is the same as other books: 

using the literal interpretive method and the golden rule of interpretation, the bulk 

of the apocalypse is decipherable. 

%ØÁÍÐÌÅÓȡ 
Revelation 1:12-13 (ESV)  
12 

Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden 

lampstands, 
13 

and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe 

and with a golden sash around his chest.  

Revelation 1:20 (ESV)  
20 

As for the mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand, and the seven 

golden lampstands, the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven 

lampstands are the seven churches.  

Revelation 12:1 

 Gen 37:9f ï the interpretation ï using the law of context (context of the Bible as a whole) 
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Parables and Allegories  
 

0ÁÒÁÂÌÅÓ 

 

A parable is best defined as: ―A short fictional story from everyday life experience that illustrates 

a moral, spiritual or ethical truth. 

(good definition – but not complete.  Some parables do have more than one point) 

Another simple definition some use:  ―An earthly story with a heavenly meaning.‖  - this is easy 

to remember – but even less complete! 

Characteristics:  

¶ Short – generally.  Usually only a few sentences.   

¶ Fictional.  If a parable is not fictional, it is not a parable- but an accounting of historical 

context.   

¶ True to life – not sensational (such as a fable).  It is fictional, but could be true; it is true 

to the natural orders of things. 

¶ True to culture – not alien 

¶ Frequently require interpretation from the text 

¶ Usually make one point – or have one central theme 

o There are some which make more, but not many 

o Thus, typically, one should be asking ―what is the main truth of this parable‖ 

when interpreting a parable 

Á The answer to that questions is almost always clearly visible in the 

context.  

Examples: 

¶ Luke 10:25-37 

o Needing no additional interpretation  

o Was illustrative of the question asked 

o Context indicates meaning very clearly 

¶ Mat 13:1-9 

o Needing additional interpretation (given in v 18-23) 

o Having one general point (what the kingdom is like) but more than one internal 

symbolic reference  (but also was explained as so) 

¶ Mat 13: later parables (weeds in v24, mustard seed in v31, leaven in v33) 

o See Mark 4:13 (contextual principle: another author of the same story reveals the 

interpretation) 

o Interpretational needs are still driven from the text itself 

Á In this case, the context must be sought out in a parallel passage from 

another author 
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!ÌÌÅÇÏÒÙ 

An allegory is a form of literature in which elements of the narrative represent something other 

than what they appear on the surface.  Likened to a parable, yet allegories tend to have multiple 

symbolic elements and make multiple points. 

Characteristics:  

¶ Longer than parables, usually.  Can be an entire volume. 

¶ Allegories historically are typically fictional and typological.  They refer to a real set of 

issues, but normally not historical people. 

o In scripture:  allegories can be historical – speaking specifically of Israel or 

another nation, people or circumstances. 

o In scripture, however, allegory is rare. 

¶ Usually make multiple points – or have several central themes 

o Thus, typically, one should be asking ―what does each portion of this story refer 
to‖ when interpreting an allegorical passage. 

o The context will indicate interpretation – just as it does with parabolic text. 

Be very wary of over-interpreting an allegory! 

Examples: 

John 10:1-16 

John 10:1-18 (NIV)  
1 
"I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some 

other way, is a thief and a robber. 
2 
The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. 

3 

The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by 

name and leads them out. 
4 
When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and 

his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 
5 
But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, 

they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger's voice." 
6 
Jesus used this 

figure of speech, but they did not understand what he was telling them.  

7 
Therefore Jesus said again, "I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. 

8 
All who ever came 

before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 
9 
I am the gate; whoever 

enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture. 
10 

The thief comes 

only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 
11 

"I 

am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
12 

The hired hand is 

not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep 

and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 
13 

The man runs away because he is 

a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 
14 

"I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and 

my sheep know me-- 
15 

just as the Father knows me and I know the Father--and I lay down my life 

for the sheep. 
16 

I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too 

will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 
17 

The reason my Father 

loves me is that I lay down my life--only to take it up again. 
18 

No one takes it from me, but I lay it 

down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This 

command I received from my Father."  

Eph 6:11-18 
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Eze 16 

Distinguishing between parable and allegory:  

¶ The main questions to be asked is, ―Does this story make one or multiple points?  Does it 
use one main symbolic element or multiple elements? 

¶ There are parables with more than one point, but are not truly allegories. 

¶ The ―line‖ between parable and allegory is not exceptionally clear.   

o The key is to allow the context to lead one‘s interpretive effort. 

A Warning:  

True allegory (or rhetorical allegory) is rare in scripture.  The interpretation of a true allegorical 

passage is very different from the assertion of an allegorical interpretation (or hermeneutical 

allegory) onto biblical texts as a whole. 

We will discuss the false allegorical hermeneutic next week.   
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False Hermeneutics  

-ÁÊÏÒ  

Allegorical  Hermeneutics 

o Literal meaning takes secondary place to a ―spiritual‖ or allegorical meaning 

o Origen –  

Á Look for deeper spiritual meaning 

¶ In historical, poetic, prophetic, etc – all biblical texts 

o Issues: 

Á It‘s inconsistent 

Á It is subjective 

Á It‘s wrong – according to Jesus and Apostle‘s hermeneutic 

Semi-Allegorical ɀ Semi Literal  

o Literal in most areas of theology 

o Allegorical in eschatology and ecclesiology  

o Augustine –  

Á Took Origen‘s allegorical hermeneutic and applied it uniquely to prophetic 

passages 

¶ Millennium – not lit. 1,000 years – fig. period of time from Christ‘s 

first and second comings 

¶ Israel – not lit. Israel – it is the church 

o Issues: 

Á Fails to provide a method to determine what should be interpreted as literal 

and what should be interpreted as allegorical in scripture 

¶ The end result is: you interpret which ever piece of scripture you 

choose as allegorical 

¶ In practice:  you interpret those places you do not like as allegorical 

¶ Used when someone does not like the meaning of a text 

o It then is noted to become allegorical; and a new meaning is 

attached to it from what it obviously states 

Examples: 

Rev. 20 – ―1,000 years‖ 

o Postmil: 1,000 years fig. amount of time – after church subdues the earth 

o Amil: 1,000 years fig. amount of time – between 1
st
 and 2

nd
 coming of Christ  

Rev. 19:11-15  - Isaiah 11:4 

o Postmil: the ―sharp sword‖ and ―rod of his mouth‖ refer to the gospel, as the church 
overcomes the earth. 

Á Consider Zech. 14:12f 
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-ÉÎÏÒ 

¶ Liturgical Hermeneutic – to teach a truth based on teachings of one‘s church – and the 

interpretation of scripture based on the presupposition of that truth 

¶ Dogmatic Hermeneutics – to teach a truth based on a favorite position or teacher – to 

allow dogma to presuppose scripture 

¶ Fragmentarian Hermeneutic – to attempt to prove a theological position from a 

fragmented, isolated passage. 

¶ Typological Hermeneutic – applying types of Christ in every passage (Luther claimed 

one could ―find Christ in every passage of scripture‖) 

¶ Predictive Hermeneutics – that everything that ever happens was prophesied by scripture 

(using a supposed Bible code) [ironically, this hermeneutic only works with things that 

are past tense!] 

¶ Rationalistic Hermeneutic – to make the Bible susceptible to science – thus, explaining 

away all miracles 

¶ Mythological hermeneutic – explaining away certain passages as historical myth (or 

biblical framing stories) 

¶ Literary Hermeneutic – that scripture is good literature, but not divine.  It may even 

provide good advice – but not divine. 

¶ Historical Hermeneutic – attempts to relegate all of scripture to simple world history, 

without any deific influence or significance 
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&ÉÎÄÉÎÇ 4ÈÅ Ȱ"ÉÇ )ÄÅÁȱ 
 

The ―Big Idea‖ is a reference to what has traditionally been referred to as the ―central truth‖ or 

―central idea‖ of the text. 

The big idea is the primary, basic meaning of a passage. 

¶ The world‘s greatest communicators, such as Aristotle, Plato and Cicero, discussed 

having a proposition around which a speech is developed. 

 

¶ An idea has two parts: a subject and a complement 

 

o Subject = the ñquestionò answered by the text ï or -  ñwhat is this person 

talking aboutò 

o Complement = the ñanswerò ï or -  ñwhat this person is saying about what 

heôs talking aboutò 

 

3ÕÂÊÅÃÔ 

¶ Answers the question, ―what is this person talking about?‖ 

¶ (Notice, this is not the grammatical subject of the sentence that you learned to identify in 

junior high English class) 

¶ The subject can always be stated in the form of a question. 

o Generally, a who, what, when, where, why, how. 

Á I.E. – you cannot preach a sermon on ―love‖ 

¶ You can preach a sermon on: 

o How do we love 

o What is love 

o When do we demonstrate love, etc. 

¶ Example Subjects: 

1) This town needs a Denny‘s 

Á Subject: ______ What does this town need?___________________ 

2) The test of a person‘s character is what they do in the dark, when absolutely 

certain that no one will find out 

Á Subject: ______What is the test of a person‘s character? ______ 

3) James 1:2-4 

Á Subject: ______Why should we rejoice in trials? ______ 
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4) James 1:5-8 

Á Subject: ______How do you get wisdom during times of trials? ______ 

 

 

#ÏÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔ 

¶ Every subject has a compliment which ―answers‖ the question: 

o What is this person saying about what he or she is talking about? 

¶ Examples 

1) This town needs a Denny‘s. 

Á Subject: ______What does this town need? ______ 

Á Complement: ______a Denny‘s______ 

5) The test of a person‘s character is what they do in the dark, when absolutely 
certain that no one will find out 

Á Subject: ______What  is the test of a person‘s character? ______ 

Á Complement: ______what they do in the dark, when absolutely certain 

that no one will find out______ 

6) Luke 1:1-4 

Á Subject: ______Why did Luke write his Gospel? ______ 

Á Complement: ______To give Theophilus an orderly account of the life of 

Jesus______ 

Testing Your Work:  

¶ Does everything fit? 

o Make sure every sentence in your paragraph fits your subject and compliment, 

because every sentence in the paragraph must fit your big idea. 

o Most of the time, if something don‘t fit, it is the key to understanding the passage. 

o Never have you arrived at the ―idea‖ of a passage if every part of the text does not 

fit your prospective subject and compliment. 

 

0ÕÔ ÉÔ 4ÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ 

¶ Your ―Big Idea‖ will be the combination of the subject and the complement, restated into 
a concise sentence (though sometimes not very concise). 

o Luke 1:1-4 –  

Á Subject: Why did Luke wrote his gospel? 
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Á Complement: To give Theophilus an orderly account of the life of Christ. 

Á Big Idea: Luke wrote his gospel to give Theophilus an orderly account of 

the life of Christ. 

Á Test it!  Does everything fit your statement?  If not, keep working!  You 

haven‘t found it yet. 

¶ Why is this important? 

o It keeps us from misquoting and misusing scripture. 

o It keeps the Bible leading us, rather than us leading the Bible. 

o It keeps our theology pure by preventing us from reading into the Bible what 

we‘re ―searching‖ for in a given scenario. 

o It gives us a teachable unit for use with teaching, preaching, or explaining God‘s 
Word to others. 

 

3ÏÍÅ %ÁÓÙ /ÎÅÓȡ 

 
Acts 1:1-5 (ESV)  
1 
In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach,  

2 
until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the 

apostles whom he had chosen.  
3 
He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during 

forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.  
4 
And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the 

promise of the Father, which, he said, ñyou heard from me;  
5 
for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 

now.ò  

Subject: _______What did Luke write about in his first book?__________ 

 

Complement: _______Jesus‘ works and teachings___________ 

 

Big Idea: _____Luke wrote about Jesus‘ works and teachings in his first book______ 

 

Ezekiel 1:1-3 (ESV)  
1 
In the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the fifth day of the month, as I was among the exiles 

by the Chebar canal, the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God.  
2 
On the fifth day of the month (it was the fifth year of the exile of King Jehoiachin),  

3 
the word of the LORD came to Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans 

by the Chebar canal, and the hand of the LORD was upon him there.  
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Subject: ____________What is the setting of Ezekiel‘s prophecy?____________ 

 

Complement: __________The thirtieth year, fourth month, fifth day, in exile by the 

Chebar canal –fifth year of Jehoiachin, ______________ 

 

Big Idea: ___________The setting of Ezekiel‘s prophecy was in Babylon, near the 

Chebar canal, in the 13
th
 year, fourth month, fifth day, which was the fifth year of 

Jehoiachin‘s reign_____________ 
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0ÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ 

 

7) James 1:2-4 

Á Subject: _________________________________________________ 

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á Complement: 

_________________________________________________ 

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á Big Idea:  

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á _________________________________________________ 

 

8) James 1:5-8 

Á Subject: H 

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á Complement:  

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á Big Idea:  

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á _________________________________________________ 

9) James 1:12 

Á Subject:  

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á _________________________________________________ 



56 | P a g e 

 

Á Complement:  

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á Big Idea 

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á _________________________________________________ 

10) James 1:9-11 

Á Subject:  

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á Complement:  

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á Big Idea: 

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á _________________________________________________ 

11) James 1:13-15 

Á Subject: 

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á Complement: 

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á Big Idea: 

Á _________________________________________________ 
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Á _________________________________________________ 

Á _________________________________________________ 

Á _________________________________________________ 

 

 

  



58 | P a g e 

 

Putting It All Together  

/ÂÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ 

1. Read the book several times – in several translations 

2. Observe what can be gleaned directly from the text: 

a. Author 

b. Setting 

i. Time 

ii.  Dates? 

iii.  recipients 

c. Type of writing 

d. Major theme(s) and/or divisions 

e. Key Terms or Phrases 

3. Observe background materials from external sources 

a. Author 

b. Dates 

c. Recipients 

d. Cultural setting 

e. Location of writing and author at time of writing 

f. Read anything you can find on the book‘s background 

)ÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÁÔÉÏÎ 

4. Study a paragraph: 

a. Establish the paragraph to study (start & end point) 

b. Linguistic Work 

i. Examine definitions of all underlying words 

ii.  Make notes of figures of speech 

iii.  Read several translations and look for differences – focus in on those areas 

for more detailed word study 

c. Historical Work  

i. Read background commentary on the paragraph 

ii.  Consider how the paragraph will be heard by the particular audience 

iii.  Consider progressive revelation: 

1. Do not use later revelation to ―help‖ the recipients to hear 
something in the text they would not have heard 

2. Do not use theology that is beyond the scope of the hearer 

d. Contextual Work 

i. Determine the meaning of the previous paragraph and ensure that you are 

building on that meaning in the current paragraph 

ii.  If studying an entire book, connect ―big ideas‖ from each paragraph 

together to keep yourself aware of the running synopsis of the work 

iii.  Consider: 

1. Immediate context 

2. Context of the book overall (from your Major themes examination) 

3. Keep in mind the work of the author in other works 
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4. Other authors on the same subject 

5. The context of the scripture overall – no book is separate from the 

whole 

5. Determine the ―Big Idea‖ of the Text 

a. Find the subject/complement 

b. Establish a simple, clear phrase that sums up the paragraph (the Big Idea) 

c. Understand the truths of the paragraph from the context of the Big Idea 

 

Properly executed, the ―Big Idea‖ statements from each paragraph should be able to be strung 

together, thus creating a synopsis of the entire book. 
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'ÁÌÁÔÉÁÎÓ #ÏÍÍÅÎÔÁÒÙ 3ÕÐÐÌÅÍÅÎÔ 

Bible Knowledge Commentary  
Donald K. Campbell, The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures by 

Dallas Seminary Faculty, ed. John Walvoord and Roy Zuck (Colorado Springs, CO: Cook 

Communications, 1985), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 587-588. 

Introduction  

Contents: 

Importance of the Epistle 

Authorship 

Original Readers 

Time and Place of Writing 

Purpose of the Epistle 

Importance of the Epistle 

Galatians, though one of Paul‘s shorter epistles, is highly esteemed as one of his greatest and 

most influential. Since both Romans and Galatians teach the doctrine of justification by faith, the 

former has been considered by some to be an expansion of Galatians and the latter has been 

called ―a short Romans.‖ 

Like 2 Corinthians the Epistle of Galatians eloquently defends Paul‘s apostolic authority and 

contains in summary form what the apostle taught. In particular it contains a clear statement of 

justification by faith and builds on that foundation a defense of Christian liberty against any form 

of legalism. 

In the early church, as the separation between Judaism and Christianity was taking place, the 

letter to the Galatians no doubt helped clarify that cleavage. Centuries later it played such a key 

role in the Reformation that it was called ―the cornerstone of the Protestant Reformation.‖ This 

was because its emphasis on salvation by grace through faith alone was the major theme of the 

preaching of the Reformers. Luther was especially attached to Galatians and referred to it as his 

wife. He lectured on the book extensively and his Commentary on Galatians was widely read by 

the common people. 

The profound influence of this small epistle continues. It is indeed the ―Magna Charta of 

Christian Liberty,‖ proclaiming to modern generations that salvation from the penalty and power 

of sin comes not by works but by grace through faith in God‘s provision. 

Authorship 

The Pauline authorship of Galatians has, except for a few radical critics, been generally 

acknowledged. Even when the higher critics of 19th-century Germany were denying apostolic 

authorship of book after book, the Tübingen school regarded Galatians as Pauline. The reasons 

for this are based on the clear testimony of both internal and external evidence. Importantly, the 
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about:blank#link756
about:blank#link757
about:blank#link548
about:blank#link758


61 | P a g e 

 

author of the letter calls himself Paul both in the salutation (1:1) and later in the body of the letter 

(5:2). Most of chapters 1 and 2 are autobiographical and harmonize consistently with the events 

of Paul‘s life recorded in Acts. The theology of Galatians is the theology of Paul as taught in his 

other writings such as Romans. 

The external evidence for Pauline authorship of Galatians is also convincing. In the second and 

third centuries Galatians was attributed to Paul and quoted by Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandria, 

and Origen. Even the heretics of that time, including Marcion, assumed it was written by Paul. 

It must be concluded that no real doubt existed in the early church nor should any exist today as 

to the Pauline authorship of Galatians. 

Original Readers 

The Epistle of Galatians was addressed ―to the churches in Galatia‖ (1:2). Where was ―Galatia,‖ 

and who were the ―Galatians‖? (cf. 3:1) This question is complicated by the fact that Galatia had 

two meanings when this epistle was written. First, it referred to the area in Asia Minor where the 

Gauls had settled after migrating from western Europe through Italy and Greece. The territory 

was limited to the north central and east central areas of Asia Minor and its principal cities were 

Ancyra, Pessinus, and Tavium. But in 25 b.c. this kingdom was converted to a Roman province, 

and territory was added to the south, including the cities of Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe. 

A debate has raged for centuries over whether Paul wrote his Galatian letter to Christians living 

in northern or southern Galatia. The North Galatian theory held that Paul visited the geographical 

district of Galatia in the north and established churches there. This church-planting ministry 

would have taken place on Paul‘s second missionary journey after he left the southern Galatian 

region and before he came to Troas (cf. Acts 16:6-8). A second visit to the northern territory is 

apparently described in Acts 18:23. 

The South Galatian theory was advanced by Sir William Ramsay. In this view the churches 

addressed in the epistle were those of Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, and (Pisidian) Antioch, cities Paul 

visited initially on his first missionary journey (cf. Acts 13-14). Thus while there is no account in 

Scripture of churches having been established in North Galatia, even on the second missionary 

journey, churches were established in South Galatia, according to Acts. 

Other arguments which tend to favor the South Galatia theory are that the main roads from 

Paul‘s hometown of Tarsus pass directly through the cities of South, not North Galatia; the 

Judaizers were not likely to bypass the southern cities for the northern cities; a large Jewish 

element which could be addressed by the Judaizers lived in the southern cities; representatives of 

South Galatia accompanied the offering for the poor in Jerusalem but none were from North 

Galatia (cf. Acts 20:4); Barnabas who is mentioned but not introduced (cf. Gal. 2:1, 9, 13) would 

not have been known by the believers in the northern cities since he traveled with Paul only on 

the first journey. For these and other reasons many New Testament scholars now favor the view 

that Paul wrote the Galatian letter to Christians in the cities of South Galatia. 

Time and Place of Writing 

Those who identify the recipients of Galatians as the believers in the southern cities of Galatia 

generally consider that the epistle was written from Antioch of Syria in about a.d. 48 just before 

the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15). While some chronological problems remain with this view, it is 

perhaps the best of the available options. After the first missionary journey Paul and Barnabas 
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returned to Antioch. Peter came down from Jerusalem to visit them, fellowshiped with them, and 

then withdrew from the Gentile Christians only to be publicly rebuked by Paul for his 

inconsistent behavior. Meanwhile, Judaizing false teachers had infiltrated the churches in 

Galatia, denying Paul‘s authority as an apostle and teaching that circumcision was necessary for 

salvation. Reacting quickly and vigorously to Peter‘s actions and the threatened lapse of the 

Galatians into legalism, Paul wrote this strong letter prior to attending the Jerusalem Council. 

Purpose of the Epistle 

The Judaizers in Galatia both discredited Paul and proclaimed a false gospel. It was necessary 

that Paul vindicate his apostleship and message, a task he undertook in the first two chapters. In 

this autobiographical section Paul demonstrated convincingly that his apostleship and his 

message came by revelation from the risen Christ. In chapters 3 and 4 Paul contended for the true 

doctrine of grace, that is, for justification by faith alone. Finally, to show that Christian liberty 

does not mean license the apostle, in chapters 5 and 6, taught that a Christian should live by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and that when he does he manifests in his life not the works of the flesh 

but the fruit of the Spirit. 

Galatians was written to remedy a desperate situation, to call early Christians back from the 

Mosaic Law to grace, from legalism to faith. It is an emphatic statement of salvation by faith 

apart from works and is as relevant today as when it was originally penned. 

Donald K. Campbell, The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures by 

Dallas Seminary Faculty, ed. John Walvoord and Roy Zuck (Colorado Springs, CO: Cook 

Communications, 1985), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 587-588. 
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The College Press NIV Commentary 
Kenneth L. Boles, M. A., The College Press NIV Commentary ï Galatians & Ephesians, ed. Jack 

Cottrell, Ph.D. and Tony Ash, Ph.D. (Joplin, Missouri: College Press Publishing Co., 1993), 

WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 9-17. 

Introduction  

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free (Gal 5:1). This freedom rings out in every page of 

Galatians, Paul‘s great ―Magna Charta of the Christian faith.‖ This epistle is our charter of 

Christian freedom, our declaration of independence from slavery 

to the law. 

Throughout the history of the church the message of Galatians has been needed to free men from 

chains of false doctrine. When the early Judaizers tried to bind men to the old commandments 

from Sinai, Galatians set them free. When the apostate church of the Dark Ages tried to bind 

men to a papal system of salvation by penance and works, Galatians set them free. When modern 

legalists try to bind us to a joyless religion of superior ―rightness,‖ Galatians sets us free. 

Martin Luther was moved by Galatians to sound the reveille of the Reformation. He said, ―The 

Epistle to the Galatians is my epistle; I have betrothed myself to it: it is my wife.‖ His 

commentary on Galatians cost him more labor, and was more highly esteemed by him, than any 

of his other works. For Luther, as for every age, the simple gospel of the message of Galatians 

was a mighty weapon in the arsenal of freedom. 

The Writer  

No epistle can lay more claim to being a genuine product of the hand of Paul than can Galatians. 

As Kümmel says, ―That Galatians is a genuine, authentic Epistle is indisputable.‖ Paul claims to 

be the author (1:1 and 5:2), and the early church accepted this claim without reservation. The 

style and message are clearly Pauline. ―His mind, character, and accents are to be seen in every 

paragraph.‖  

The Galatian Churches 

While the authorship is beyond dispute, there is considerable controversy regarding the 

recipients of this letter. They are called ―the churches in Galatia,‖ but just what is meant by this? 

During the third century B.C. some barbarian people of Celtic origin migrated to the inner 

plateau of Asia Minor and established a kingdom there. Since some of the Celtic people were 

known in France as the Gauls, these people in Asia Minor were distinguished as the ―Gallo-

Graecians,‖ from which the name ―Galatians‖ comes. Their realm was centered around Ancyra 

(the modern capital of Turkey) in the northern highlands area. 

After the Romans conquered this territory, it was combined in 25 B.C. into a large province 

containing the districts to the south, Lycaonia and Isauria, as well as parts of Pisidia and Phrygia. 

The newly created province was called Galatia, and included the cities known to us from Paul‘s 

missionary journeys—Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Derbe, and Lystra. 

When Paul spoke of ―Galatia,‖ did he refer to ethnic Galatia (the tribal area limited to the north), 

or did he refer to political Galatia (the province which also included the districts to the south)? 
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The traditional view, still shown on most Bible maps, is the ―north Galatian theory.‖ The view 

favored by most commentaries today is the ―south Galatian theory.‖  

The North Galatian Theory 

If this view is correct, then Paul must have visited Galatia on the second missionary journey 

(Acts 16:6, although without preaching) and started churches there on the third missionary 

journey (Acts 18:23). However, Acts says nothing of the cities there, nor of Paul‘s preaching. 

Possible arguments to support the ―North Galatian theory‖ include the following:  

1. ―Galatia‖ meant a place inhabited specifically by the Gauls. 

2. In Acts, Antioch is called ―Pisidian,‖ while Lystra and Derbe are cities of Lycaonia. 

3. The Phrygians would have objected to being called Galatians, since it would remind them of 

their subjection to Rome. 

4. Paul could not have addressed Lycaonians or Pisidians as ―O foolish Galatians.‖ 

5. The fickle nature of the recipients suits the Gallic people. 

6. ―The region of Phrygia and Galatia‖ (Acts 16:6) appears to mean that Galatia was quite 

distinct from Phrygia. 

7. There is no mention in Galatians that Paul experienced strong opposition when he preached 

there. 

The South Galatian Theory 

In the 1880s and 1890s William Ramsay did extensive archaeological work in Asia Minor. His 

careful research not only proved that Luke was an accurate historian; it also laid the foundation 

for the ―south Galatian theory.‖ This is the view favored in this commentary. 

If this view is correct, then Paul visited cities of Galatia on all three of his missionary journeys. 

These were among the first churches he started. The cities would include Pisidian Antioch and 

Iconium (where Paul met resistance from the Jews), and Lystra (where Paul was first welcomed, 

and then stoned). 

Possible arguments to support the ―south Galatian theory‖ include the following:  

1. If Galatia does not include the cities of Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe, then we know 

absolutely nothing about the churches which were so important in Paul‘s life and to which such 

an important epistle was sent. 

2. The expression ―the region of Phrygia and Galatia‖ (Acts 16:6) is best understood as the area 

through which Paul would go when he left Lystra and Iconium, ―the Phrygio-Galatian‖ territory. 

3. Paul normally uses Roman imperial names for the provinces, and the Roman ―Galatia‖ 

included the south. 

4. ―Galatians‖ was the only word available that would include the people of all four cities (just as 

―British‖ includes people who are Welsh, Scottish, and English). 
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5. ―The Galatian churches‖ participated in the collection for the saints in Jerusalem (1 Cor 16:1), 

and Paul‘s assistants included 

two South Galatians—Gaius of Derbe and Timothy of Lystra (Acts 20:4). 

6. The northern area was not on the common trade routes, and it is unlikely that Paul would have 

made a difficult journey to reach such an out-of-the-way place ―because of an illness‖ (Gal 4:13). 

7. Judaizers are known to have followed Paul through the cities of the south. 

8. Paul‘s words ―you welcomed me as if I were an angel of God‖ (4:14) could be connected with 

his reception at Lystra, where they wanted to worship him and Barnabas. 

9. The early church developed along the great trade routes, and these went through the south 

parts of Galatia, not the north. 

10. Barnabas is mentioned three times (2:1, 9, 13), as though he is known to the readers, and he 

accompanied Paul only on the journey that went to the cities of the south. 

The Date and Place of Writing 

The date and place of writing are somewhat dependent on the choice of north or south Galatia as 

the destination. If the ―north Galatian theory‖ is correct, the epistle could not have been written 

until after Paul arrived in Ephesus on the third missionary journey (Acts 18:23-24). This would 

produce a date no earlier than A.D. 52-55. Lightfoot proposed that the letter was written from 

Corinth, perhaps A.D. 56-57. 

If one is convinced that the ―south Galatian theory‖ is correct, a much wider range of dates is 

possible. Galatians could have been written as early as A.D. 48, even before the Jerusalem 

Conference. However, as our discussion of Gal 2:1-10 will show, it is more likely that the 

Jerusalem Conference had already taken place when Paul wrote the letter. This would move the 

probable date to A.D. 50 or later. It is likely that Galatians stands among the first of Paul‘s 

epistles. 

The decision about the date and place of writing does not affect the interpretation of Galatians; in 

fact, the reverse is true. The exegesis of the text determines the decision about date and place. 

One cannot say, ―Paul wrote at such and such a date; therefore, the text means this.‖ Our 

decision about date and place comes from indications in the text itself (Gal 1:6 ―so quickly 

deserting‖; 2:1 ―fourteen years later I went up again to Jerusalem‖; 2:11 ―when Peter came to 

Antioch‖; 4:13 ―because of an illness I first preached to you‖; 4:20 ―I wish I could be with you 

now.‖) What we know for certain about Paul‘s circumstances we will learn from the text. 

Kenneth L. Boles, M. A., The College Press NIV Commentary ï Galatians & Ephesians, ed. 

Jack Cottrell, Ph.D. and Tony Ash, Ph.D. (Joplin, Missouri: College Press Publishing Co., 1993), 

WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 9-17. 
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The IVP Bible Background Commentary  
Craig S. Keener, The IVP Bible Background Commentary ï New Testament, (Downers Grove, IL: 

InterVarsity Press, 1993), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Authorship". 

Author ship. Virtually all scholars recognize Galatians to be Pauline. 

Type of Letter. Although Galatians has apologetic elements (i.e., points where Paul seems to 

defend himself), Paul is not concentrating on the kind of rhetoric used in law courts. Rather, 

Galatians is predominantly ―deliberative rhetoric,‖ the kind of argumentation ancient speakers 

and writers used to persuade people to change their behavior. The argument itself is very 

rational, and the emotional language of the letter was standard rhetoric characteristic of stern 

letters (Galatians includes elements of ancient ―letters of rebuke‖). 

Date. Some scholars have argued for a very early date (making this one of Paul‘s earliest letters), 

because Paul does not explicitly appeal to the Jerusalem Council of Acts 15; but that Paul can 

refer to taking Titus to Jerusalem with him (Galatians 2:1) means that he had already completed 

his first missionary journey (Acts 13-14) and thus that the Council had probably taken place 

(Acts 15). Galatians may thus date to the late fifties. 

Situation. Paul is clearly battling opponents who have settled in Galatia (for the location, see 

comment on Galatians 1:2; if one adopts the South Galatian theory for the location of Paul‘s 

readers, Acts 13-15 provides especially helpful background for the letter). These are Jewish 

Christians who would rather circumcise the Galatians—thus alienating them from their own 

Gentile culture—than allow Judean Jews back home to think that Christian missionaries were lax 

(Galatians 4:29; Galatians 5:11; Galatians 6:12-13). Unlike Paul, a more seasoned missionary, 

these missionaries want to impose their own culture on the Galatians. 

The Issue. At an earlier time, some Judean Christians had insisted that Phrygian (maybe 

Galatian; see comment on Galatians 1:2) believers be circumcised to be saved (Acts 15:1). 

Although the Jerusalem Council had apparently settled this issue, side effects lingered: could 

Gentiles be part of God‘s people without circumcision? Some of the strictest Pharisees may have 

required circumcision for salvation, but many Pharisees believed that any Gentiles who kept the 

few laws given Noah would be saved. But even for this more lenient class of Pharisees (cf. Acts 

15:5), one could not become part of the people of God without circumcision; very few Jews were 

so lenient as to accept Gentiles on such terms. Indeed, circumcision had even become a major 

cultural symbol of fidelity to Judaism: attempts to restrict the practice led to revolts both before 

and after Paul‘s time. 

Some Judean Christians were now arguing that one must become culturally Jewish to become a 

full Christian, fully righteous; after all, the Bible itself made this requirement for one who 

wished to belong to God‘s people (Genesis 17:10-14). Further, they may have reasoned, if Paul 

argued for baptism (a post-Old Testament Jewish addition to circumcision), why could Judean 

Christians not require circumcision, even though it drove away potential converts? Paul argues 

forcefully against this view. 

Craig S. Keener, The IVP Bible Background Commentary ï New Testament, (Downers Grove, 

IL: InterVarsity Press, 1993), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Authorship".  
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ESV Study Bible Notes 
Lane T. Dennis, ed., ESV Study Bible, The: English Standard Version, (Wheaton, Illinois: 

Crossway Bibles, 2008), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Galatians". 

Author and Title  

The first word of the letter to the Galatians is ―Paul,‖ and there has been widespread agreement 

by scholars down through the ages that Paul is indeed the author. The title in most Greek editions 

of the NT is ―To the Galatians,‖ and the main body of the letter mentions the addressees as ―the 

churches of Galatia‖ (1:2) and ―foolish Galatians!‖ (3:1). The only debate is, which Galatians? 

(See Purpose, Occasion, and Background.) 

Date 

Although the question of the date of Galatians is related to this question of ―which Galatians,‖ 

some clues can probably be found in the letter itself. The main indicator is the lack of reference 

to the Jerusalem council (Acts 15). Although this is an argument from silence, many 

commentators have regarded this as a ―deafening silence.‖ It would have been enormously 

helpful to Paul‘s argument if he could have mentioned the decision of the council that Gentiles 

should not be circumcised: this, after all, appears to be a major point of contention between Paul 

and the false teachers influencing the Galatians. Since the council took place in a.d. 48/49, and 

Paul evangelized South Galatia in a.d. 47/48, some time around a.d. 48 is a plausible date for the 

composition of Galatians. However, determining dates in Paul‘s life is always somewhat 

uncertain, and so one cannot place too much weight on the date in the interpretation of the letter. 

Theme 

Christ‘s death has brought in the age of the new covenant (3:23-26; 4:4-5, 24), in which believers 

do not have to become Jews or follow the outward ceremonies of the Mosaic law (2:3, 11-12, 14; 

4:10). To require these things is to deny the heart of the gospel, which is justification by faith 

alone, not by obedience to the law (2:16; cf. 1:6-7). In this new age, Christians are to live in the 

guidance and power of the Spirit (chs. 5-6). 

Purpose, Occasion, and Background 

A crisis has hit the church in Galatia. The church came into being as a result of God‘s Spirit at 

work in Paul‘s proclamation of the gospel (3:1-5; 4:13-15). But within the short space of time 

since Paul left (1:6), the church has been visited or infiltrated by false teachers whom Paul calls 

those ―who trouble you‖ (1:7) or ―those who unsettle you‖ (5:12). These teachers have 

convinced the Galatians of a false gospel which requires them to be circumcised. Paul sees that 

these pseudo-Christians merely want to win converts for their own prestige: they want to win 

approval from the Jewish authorities by showing how effective they are in converting Gentiles to 

a form of Judaism (6:12). Since the Jewish establishment approves of the fact that they are 

making Gentiles Jewish, the false teachers have the best of both worlds: they have created a sect 

of which they are the leaders, and they also escape any Jewish persecution. One further effect of 

this on the Galatians appears to have been the division within their church, presumably over 

these issues of circumcision and law that the false teachers have raised (5:15). 

Although the Galatians appear to have come under the spell of these teachers and have become 

convinced of their teaching (1:6), Paul does not regard the situation as hopeless (3:4). 
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Nevertheless, Paul is more critical of his audience here than in any other letter, and he chastises 

the Galatians for being foolish (3:1) and provides numerous reasons why they should return to 

the truth. 

The less important question, which makes little difference to how one interprets the letter, is, 

which Galatians? There was a people group of Galatians who lived in the northern part of what 

is now Turkey, but there was a Roman province called Galatia that extended into southern 

Turkey. The Galatians in the letter are probably those in the Roman province, especially the 

southern part, because Paul did much less in the way of missionary activity in the north, and he 

usually refers to places by their Roman imperial names. 

 

Key Themes 

1. In his sin-bearing death, Christ is a substitute for all Christians, whom he brings 

into a new realm of freedom and life. 

1:4; 2:20; 

3:13 

2. This gospel of Christ is for humanity, but there is no sense in which it has its 

origin in humanity: it comes only from God. Paul is himself an illustration of this: his 

conversion to Christ and his apostleship were not through human consultation but 

through the direct revelation of Christ. 

1:1, 11-12, 

15-20 

3. The gospel is appropriated not by works of law but by faith, which is the route to 

justification. 
2:16 

4. To require circumcision and other Mosaic ceremonies such as dietary laws and 

Jewish holidays as a supplement to faith is to fall back from the realm of grace, faith, 

and freedom, and to come under the whole law and its curse, since comprehensive 

observance of the law is impossible. 

2:12-14, 

16; 3:10; 

4:10; 5:3 

5. OT Scripture itself testifies to the truth of justification by faith, both in the life of 

Abraham and in the prophecy of Habakkuk. 

Gen. 15:6; 

Hab. 2:4 

6. The Christian life has its source in the believer having died with Christ to sin, and 

thereby having renounced the flesh. 
5:24; 6:14 

7. The Spirit is the source of power and guidance in the Christian life, and the work 

of the Spirit produces love and faith. 

5:6, 16, 

18, 25 

8. The Christian life consists not in pleasing people but in pleasing Christ our master 

and being willing to suffer persecution for the sake of his cross. 

1:10; 6:12, 

14 
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