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4ÈÅ "ÏÏË ÏÆ (ÅÂÒÅ×Ó 

Background  

The Jewish Epistle 

Hebrews is one of five books known as ñJewish Epistles.ò 

¶ Epistle: a book written in letter form 

o Gk. Epistole (ee-pis-tol-ayô) ï ñto send toò ï a letter, personal or formal 

o Begin with authorôs name (Hebrews & 1 John are exceptions) and end with 

concluding remarks and individual messages 

o 21 epistles in the NT ï all of the ñansò ï Romans, 1-2 Corinthians, 1-2 

Thessalonians, plus individual letters such as 1-2 Timothy, Titus, etc 

Á 13 by Paul 

Á 3 by John 

Á 2 by Peter 

Á 1 by James 

Á 1 by Jude 

Á Hebrews 

o Epistles are the heart & soul of the doctrinal treatises of the NT 

o Epistles generally classified as either Pauline or General 

¶ Jewish Epistle: 

o Another classification ï that should be noted 

o Written to a uniquely Jewish church 

Á Most common epistles are written to mixed churches ï with Jew and 

Gentile members 

Á Jewish epistles are written to churches that are exclusively Jewish ï or at 

least almost exclusively 

o Written from a Jewish frame of reference 

Á Assumption of OT knowledge ï little explanation of certain truths that 

Jews would already know 

o Addressed issues of the Dispersion (diaspora) 

Á Diaspora ï the dispersing of Jews from the land of Israel due to 

persecution 

Á Issues: 

¶ Persecution: 

o Hebrews, James, 1 Peter 

¶ False Doctrines 

o 2 Peter, Jude 
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Introduction  

Authorship  

¶ Quite simply, ñunknownò 

o The author ï for uncertain reasons ï chose not to identify himself 

o Yet, the recipients obviously knew who he was 

¶ Arguments abound ï but are never proven for: 

o Paul, Barnabas, Apollos, Clement of Rome, Luke, Silas, Phillip, & others 

o The oldest traditions (from 2
nd

 century) affirms Paul ï and/or Barnabas 

Á A fourth C codex calls Hebrews ñThe Epistle of Barnabasò  

¶ What CAN be known: 

o The author is a man 

Á He uses masculine participles to refer to himself 

o He is Jewish 

Á His introductory statement includes himself in the family of Israel: 

¶ Hebrews 1:1 (ESV)  
1 
Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our 

fathers by the prophets,  

o He was a second generation believer 

Á (meaning he was not an eyewitness of Christ himself) 

Á Hebrews 2:3 (ESV)  
3 
how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was 

declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard,  

¶ Thus, he received the gospel by those who heard it from the Lord 

himself: a second generation believer 

¶ (this fact excludes some who knew the Lord personally, such as 

Peter, who some think wrote the epistle ï probably even Paul*, 

since Paul goes to great lengths to affirm his apostleship in 1 

Corinthians, Galatians and 1 Timothy) 

o * Some understand this designation (ñthose who heardò) to 

refer to the twelve apostles, thus would not discount Paul 

o He has a tremendous and intimate knowledge and understanding of Jewish 

practice and history 

Á Most likely well educated ï with a fluent Greek and Hebrew language 

grasp 

Á Possibly even a Levitical Jew (an argument for Barnabas) 

Audience 

¶ They were Jewish believers 

o They were relegated to the kinship of the author 

o They were further relegated to the kinship of the prophets of Israel 

Á Hebrews 1:1 (ESV)  
1 
Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by 

the prophets,  
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o There are no references to Gentiles in the book at all: including no references to 

Jewish/Gentile conflict in the church 

Á This almost certainly details a strictly Jewish congregation 

¶ They were second generation believers (as was the author) 

o Hebrews 2:3 (ESV)  
3 
how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first 

by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard 

¶ They were outside of the land of Israel 

o there would undoubtedly be first generation believers with them if they were in 

the land.  2:3 (above) notes that they were second generation 

o 12:4 notes that none of the church had suffered martyrdom 

Á Hebrews 12:4 (ESV)  
4 
In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of 

shedding your blood.  

¶ Stephen, James the apostle, and James the brother of Christ had all 

been killed by the writing of this book.  Thus, this is not written to 

ñfirst Jerusalemò ï but a group of Jews outside of Jerusalem 

o Many suggest they were Jewish believers in Rome 

Á 2:3-4 note that these Jews were evangelized by eyewitnesses of Christ 

Á Rom 1 and 15 note that the church at Rome was not evangelized by 

eyewitnesses of Christ 

o They were most likely Jewish Christians in the churches of Judea 

Á They fit the profile of being under great persecution 

Á They also fit a profile (which will be developed later) of those who may be 

tempted to return to Temple worship to avoid persecution by the Jews 

¶ They were close enough (to the Temple) to be so tempted 

¶ They were in a Jewish enough area to be so tempted 

¶ They were believers ï and not just religious folk 

o This conclusion is important, as many attempt to re-define theology in the book 

by proclaiming a lostness to exist in this group 

o Yet, the text notes that they are in fact, believers: 

Á Hebrews 3:1 (ESV)  
1 
Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider 

Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our confession,  

¶ ñholy brothersò 

¶ ñshare in a heavenly callingò 

Á Hebrews 6:9 (ESV)  
9 
Though we speak in this way, yet in your case, beloved, we feel sure of 

better thingsðthings that belong to salvation.  

¶ After an argument concerning falling away ï and those who are 

shown to be unrestorable ï or lost ï he notes that they are rather 

those ñthat belong to salvationò ï an antithesis 

¶ They have been believers for a long time 

o Hebrews 5:12 (ESV)  
12 

For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach 
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you again the basic principles of the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid 

food,  

¶ They are spiritually immature for their tenure as believers 

o Heb 5:12 (above) 

¶ They are persecuted.  Some have desire to turn to Christ; return to the Law (for the sake 

of being accepted by the Jews), etc. 

o Hebrews 10:32-35 (ESV)  
32 

But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you endured a 

hard struggle with sufferings, 
33 

sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach 

and affliction, and sometimes being partners with those so treated. 
34 

For you had 

compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully accepted the plundering of your 

property, since you knew that you yourselves had a better possession and an 

abiding one. 
35 

Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great 

reward.  

¶ They know the author personally 

o Hebrews 13:19 (ESV)  
19 

I urge you the more earnestly to do this in order that I may be restored to you 

the sooner.  

Á To be restored, then he must have been with them formerly 

o Hebrews 13:23 (ESV)  
23 

You should know that our brother Timothy has been released, with whom I shall 

see you if he comes soon.  

Á Timothy is one whom they know mutually 

Date 

No date is given the book, but a date can be narrowed down from internal evidences. 

o Clement of Rome wrote letters in AD 96 which quoted the book of Hebrews. 

o Timothy is mentioned in 13:23. 

o Paul led Timothy to the Lord around AD 50 

o Thus, a date between 50-96 is necessary 

o The author speaks of the (Jewish) sacrificial system in present tense 

o Hebrews 8:4-5 (ESV)  
4 
Now if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, since there are priests 

who offer gifts according to the law. 
5 
They serve a copy and shadow of the 

heavenly thingsé.  

o Hebrews 10:11 (ESV)  
11 

And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same 

sacrifices, which can never take away sins.  

Á Note:  he also speaks of it in past tense ï but only in-so-much as he 

demonstrates it as ñthe old wayò which points to ñthe new wayò 

Á His present tense speak indicates that Temple worship continues ï 

although it is understood by believers as fulfilled in Christ 

o If the sacrificial system is still being practiced, then the Temple has not been 

destroyed. 

Á The Temple was destroyed in 70 AD. 
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¶ The Temple is mentioned in present tense 

¶ And, there is no reference to the destruction of it ï in spite of much 

talk about it 

Á Thus, the writing must be between AD 50-70 

o 8:13 strongly hits that the destruction of the Temple is near 

o Hebrews 8:13 (ESV)  
13 

In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And what is 

becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.  

Á This may indicate being very close to 70 AD 

o Timothyôs release date was mentioned as having been near 

o Hebrews 13:23 (ESV)  
23 

You should know that our brother Timothy has been released, with whom I shall 

see you if he comes soon.  

Á He was summoned by Paul to come visit in Rome ï where Paul awaited 

execution 

Á It is possible that he was imprisoned himself and released after Nero died 

in AD 68 

o Overall consensus:  some time between AD 64-68 

Historical Notes 

¶ The judgment generation 

o Mat. 12 condemnation of Christ 

o Mat 23 

o This was the final generation of the judgment 

o Being disassociated with the apostate Jew was a must, yet a difficult position to 

be in 

¶ Jewish Christians Persecuted 

o Ananias ï banned Jewish Christians from Temple or synagogue 

o They were cut off from families 

o The could not communicate with priests 

¶ Changes for Jews: 

o New temple 

o New priesthood 

o New mediator 

o New relationship with God 

Á Directly accessing God ï not indirectly 

Á All ï not high priest only ï may approach God 

Á Sacrifices replaced by one worthy offering 

This book addresses these issues, and others. 

Key Terms 
¶ Perfection: Gk. Telioo (tel-i-oô-o) ï  

o does not mean ñsinlessò ï but ñcompleteò ñmatureò ñfinishedò 

o 2:10, 5:9, 6:1, 10:14 
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Á Hebrews 2:10 (ESV)  
10 

For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing 

many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through 

suffering.  

¶ Eternal: aionios (ahee-oô-nee-os) root: aion  - perpetual (past and future) ï timeless ï 

everlasting 

o 5:9, 6:2, 9:12, 13:20 

Á Hebrews 5:9 (ESV)  
9 
And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who 

obey him,  

¶ Forever: aion ï ñeverò ñageò  

o same essence as eternal ï different term 

¶ heavenly ï epouranios ï (ep-oo-ranô-ee-os) ï heavenly, celestial, above 

o epi (preposition ï ñofò in this case, to keep it simple) 

o ouranos ï ñheavenò 

Á sky, outer space, Godôs throne 

o ñheavenlyò in this case is contrasted to that which is ñearthlyò 

Á Pertaining to Godôs home ï Heaven proper ï as opposed to things of the 

earth ï several times referring to Heavenly realities which were pointed to 

by shadowy ñearthly copiesò  

o 3:1, 6:4, 8:5, 9:23 

¶ Better ï as contrasted to that which is ñgoodò 

o 6:9, 7:19; 22, 8:6, 9:23 

Theme: 

Throughout the book, the theme of Hebrews is ñthe supremacy of Christò 

 

The Supremacy of Christ  

Over the Prophets  

Hebrews 1:1-2 (ESV)  
1 
Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 

2 
but in 

these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through 

whom also he created the world.  

o Contrasting: 

o Throughout the book, one will notice a continual contrasting between the old 

covenant (Judaism) and the new covenant (in Christ, the fulfillment of the Law) 

Á Beginning here: 

¶ ñlong agoò ï contrasted with ñin these last daysò 

¶ ñprophetsò ï contrasted with ñhis Sonò 

o  ñlong agoò ï from the earliest times 
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o ñat many times and in many waysò 

o  Play on words in the Greek: 

Á ñat many timesò ï Gk. polymeros (pol-oo-merô-oce) 

Á ñkaiò (and)  

Á ñin many waysò ï polytropos ï (pol-oo-tropô-oce) 

o ñat many timesò ï or the fashion of time in which God gave revelation 

Á Indicative of progressive revelation 

Á God did not show everything at once 

¶ He revealed forbidden fruit to Adam 

¶ A sense of right & wrong to Noah 

¶ A law to Moses, etc. 

¶ He gave a small one chapter book to Obadiah ï a large (66 ch) 

book to Isaiah 

Á All in all:  differing times ï of duration and period 

o ñin many waysò ï or the fashion of style in which God gave revelation 

Á God spoke through creation (Rom 1) [by the prophets] 

Á God spoke through angels [by the prophets] 

Á God spoke directly to the prophets 

Á He used many different literary styles ï as the prophets wrote 

o òGod spoke to our fathers by the prophetsò 

o ñfathersò ï ñour kin of oldò ï the recipients of Godôs revelation 

o ñprophetsò ï those spokesmen of Godôs revelation 

Á It is they to whom Godôs word was given and conveyed to the fathers 

Á ñprophetsò is plural ï there were many of them serving over the ñmany 

times and many waysò 

o ñbut in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son,ò 

o ñlast daysò ï eschatos hemera ï lit. ñlast daysò 

Á ñlastò not in the sense of the end of the world, but in the sense of the 
context:  Godôs revelation 

Á These are the ñlast daysò of the topic at hand: how God has spoken 
through history 

¶ First with the prophets 

¶ Now with Christ 

o ñspoken to us by his Sonò 

Á Contrast: 

¶ God spoke to us- rather than our fathers 

¶ He spoke by his Son ï rather than through the prophets 

¶ He spoke the final chapter of the revelation ï the end ï there is 

nothing to follow 

Á The Truth: 

¶ It was always known to Jews that Messiah would reveal truths 

unrevealed 

o John 4:25 (ESV)  
25 
The woman said to him, ñI know that Messiah is coming 

(he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all 

things.ò  



8 | P a g e 

 

¶ The speaking of the Son ï in these last days ï signifies the 

completion of Godôs spoken and written revelation 

o OT scriptures point to Messiah as an overall goal 

o Messiahôs own revelation finalized and completed  

o (Messiah established apostles who would continue his work 

of prophecy through the apostolic age) 

o The nature of the son: 

o whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the 

world.  

Á ñheir of all thingsò ï  

¶ He is the focal point of the universe 

¶ He is the goal of history 

¶ All belongs to him; for him 

o John 1:1-4 (ESV)  
1 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. 
2 
He was in the beginning 

with God. 
3 
All things were made through him, and without 

him was not any thing made that was made. 
4 
In him was 

life, and the life was the light of men.  

Á Similarly, ñthrough whom also he created the worldò 

¶ John 1 ï above 

o Christ is the very agent of creation: 

Á Not a product of it 

Á Not an afterthought of it 

Á He is the essence of it ï the very life it contains (v4) 

¶ ñworldò is Gk. aion ï ñagesò 

o Can refer to the world ï but has a universal appeal.  It is the 

creation of ñthe agesò ï all things  

Á NIV ï ñthe universeò 

Á KJV ï ñthe worldsò (plural) 

He is Divine  

Hebrews 1:3 (ESV)  
3 
He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the 

universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right 

hand of the Majesty on high,  

1. He is the radiance of the glory of God 

a. Radiance: apaugasma (ap-owô-gas-mah) ï ñto send forth lightò ï emanate light ï 

actively as in something which shines itself  --- not passively as something which 

merely is a reflection 

i. No one can see God and live ï but we see God in Christ ï he is the 

radiance of God in the flesh 

ii.  Christ is that only means (God in the flesh) by which we can see Godôs 
radiance 
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b. Glory:  doxa (doxô-a) ï the apparent dignity, glory, of God ï the presence of God 

being sensed by mechanical stimuli ï 

c. Christ as ñthe radiance of the glory of Godò 

i. Is God incarnate 

1. John 1:14 (ESV)  
14 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 

seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 

grace and truth.  

d. Examples: 

i. Exodus 33:18-20 (ESV)  
18 
Moses said, ñPlease show me your glory.ò 

19 
And he said, ñI will make 

all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim before you my name 

óThe LORD.ô And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will 

show mercy on whom I will show mercy. 
20 
But,ò he said, ñyou cannot see 

my face, for man shall not see me and live.ò  

ii.  Exodus 34:29-35 (ESV)  
29 

When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with the two tablets of the 

testimony in his hand as he came down from the mountain, Moses did not 

know that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking with God. 
30 

Aaron and all the people of Israel saw Moses, and behold, the skin of his 

face shone, and they were afraid to come near him. 
31 

But Moses called to 

them, and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, 

and Moses talked with them. 
32 

Afterward all the people of Israel came 

near, and he commanded them all that the LORD had spoken with him in 

Mount Sinai. 
33 

And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a 

veil over his face. 
34 

Whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak 

with him, he would remove the veil, until he came out. And when he came 

out and told the people of Israel what he was commanded, 
35 

the people of 

Israel would see the face of Moses, that the skin of Mosesô face was 

shining. And Moses would put the veil over his face again, until he went in 

to speak with him.  

iii.  Revelation 21:22-23 (ESV)  
22 

And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the 

Almighty and the Lamb. 
23 

And the city has no need of sun or moon to 

shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb.  

2. (He is) the exact imprint of his nature 

a. Imprint ï charaktare ï (khar-ak-tareô) 

i. Obviously, the origin of our Eng. Term, ñcharacterò 

ii.  Term used for a coin die 

1. The coin was the exact representation of the die 

2. What the die had, the coin had 

iii.  Thus, Christ is the exact imprint of the Father ï he is Deity ï He is God 

3.  (and) he upholds the universe by the word of his power 

a. Upholds the universe 

i. ñupholdsò ï phero ï (ferô-o) not just to hold, but to move something 

toward a pre-determined goal ï to sustain something in its course 
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ii.  This is a picture of Godôs sovereignty ï his utter ability to accomplish his 

own plans in the universe by Christ 

iii.  Once again, this represents Christ divinity -  

b. Word of his power 

i. Word is rhema ï (rayô-mah) ï a spoken word ï a saying (as opposed to an 

unspoken word, or resolute ñknowledgeò which is not spoken) 

ii.  This portrays the power of Christôs spoken word; such as is the image of 
the father: 

1. The father: 

a. Genesis 1:3 (ESV)  
3 
And God said, ñLet there be light,ò and there was light.  

b. Hebrews 11:3 (ESV)  
3 
By faith we understand that the universe was created by 

the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of 

things that are visible.  

2. The Son: 

a. Revelation 19:15 (ESV)  
15 

From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to 

strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of 

iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of 

God the Almighty.  

b. John 1:3 (ESV)  
3 
All things were made through him, and without him was 

not any thing made that was made.  

iii.  Once again, this ñword of his powerò represents Christôs divinity 

4. His redemption: 

a. After making purification for sins 

i. The term ñmaking purificationò ï from a Jewish perspective ï is reference 

to priestly work.  Already, the author is pointing to Christ as a priest. 

ii.  ñmaking purificationò ï as an action ï refers to redemption; the atoning 

for sin by blood: the work fulfilled by Christ on the cross (which the 

author will go into great detail later) 

b. He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high 

i. Sat down ï  

1. Emphasizing his ñfinishingò his work 

2. Hebrews 10:12 (ESV)  
12 

But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for 

sins, he sat down at the right hand of God,  

ii.  Right hand ï 

1. The position of absolute authority in a kingôs court 

2. Christ ï at the right hand of the father ï is one in authority with the 

father 

a. 1 Peter 3:22 (ESV)  
22 

(Christ,) who has gone into heaven and is at the right 

hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having 

been subjected to him.  
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b. Matthew 22:44 (NIV)  
44 

"'The Lord said to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand until I 

put your enemies under your feet."'  

c. Matthew 26:64 (NIV)  
64 

"Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied. "But I say to all of 

you: In the future you will see the Son of Man sitting at the 

right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of 

heaven."  

 

[the Supremacy of Christ ï cont.]  

Over The Angels 

Hebrews 1:4 (ESV)  
4 
having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than 

theirs.  

1. Superior to the angels 

a. Rabbinic theology held the angels in high regard 

b. In particular, this was due to Angelic oversight in the very bringing of the law to 

human kind: 

i. Acts 7:51-53 (ESV)  
51 
ñYou stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always 

resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 
52 

Which of the 

prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who 

announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have 

now betrayed and murdered, 
53 

you who received the law as delivered by 

angels and did not keep it.ò  

ii.  Galatians 3:19 (ESV)  
19 

Why then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until the 

offspring should come to whom the promise had been made, and it was put 

in place through angels by an intermediary.  

c. Thus, the OT was brought, and put into effect by the work of Godôs messengers: 
angels.  Angels were highly exalted in Jewish thought. 

i. If the author were to show Christ as superior to everything they knew:  

Moses, the law, the prophets, etc- He would also have to establish Christ 

as superior to the angels 

1. This was the message of Paul in Galatians: 

a. Galatians 1:8 (ESV)  
8 
But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to 

you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let 

him be accursed.  

2. Angels, being the heralds of Godôs word, were themselves 
necessarily needing to be usurped by Christôs own testimony the 

author is speaking of: 
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a. (v2 ï ñbut in these last days he has spoken to us by his 

Sonò) 

d. This is the assertion:  Christ is superior to the angels 

2. ñhaving becomeò as much superior to the angels 

a. This term denotes a completed process ï but a process none-the-less 

i. Christ, as man, was established on a lower order than that of Angels 

1. Psalm 8:5 (ESV)  
5 
Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings 

and crowned him with glory and honor.  

ii.  Christ, having been resurrected, is now on a higher order than that of the 

angels 

1. Hebrews 2:9 (ESV)  
9 
But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the 

angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of 

the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste 

death for everyone.  

iii.  (these arguments will be made again in ch 2) 

3. As the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs 

a. This refers to the special name Christ received upon his resurrection: a name 

given by the Father than no one else knows 

i. Revelation 19:12 (ESV)  
12 

His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and 

he has a name written that no one knows but himself.  

ii.  Phil 2:9 notes, (ESV)  
9 
Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name 

that is above every name,  

iii.   

b. We see a similar state is assigned for the church 

i. Revelation 2:17 (ESV)  
17 

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To 

the one who conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give 

him a white stone, with a new name written on the stone that no one knows 

except the one who receives it.ô  

c. Angels also had special names: known from scripture and extra-biblical Jewish 

works, names of angels always end in ñelò 

i. El is the Hebrew name for God:  El, Elohim, Eloah 

1. [Biblical] Michael, Gabriel,  

2. [extra-biblical] Yuriel, Phanuel & others 

ii.  Christôs name was more excellent than theirs; which had Godôs own name 
within them. 

The Scriptural Proofs  

Seven citations from the OT will next prove to the reader that Christ is indeed superior to the 

angels 
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Proof 1  

Hebrews 1:5 (ESV)  
5 
For to which of the angels did God ever say, ñYou are my Son, today I have begotten youò? 

Or again, ñI will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a sonò?  

¶ Two quotation:  Psalm 2 and 2 Sam 7:14 

o Psalm 2:6-9 (ESV)  
6 
ñAs for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.ò 

7 
I will tell of the decree: 

The LORD said to me, ñYou are my Son; today I have begotten you. 
8 
Ask of me, 

and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your 

possession. 
9 
You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like 

a potterôs vessel.ò  

Á very clearly, a Messianic Psalm 

¶ v6 ñKing on Zionò 

Á The proof text from Heb 1: 

¶ ñYou are my Son; today I have begotten you.ò 

o Angels were called bien elohim ï ñsons of Godò plural ï a 

designation of them as a created group 

o Never called ñsonò singularly ï uniquely an offspring ï 

begotten of the father  

Á The overall point of the Ps 2 reference: 

¶ Christ is a Son of God ï not a creation 

¶ He was begotten ï not created 

o Begotten means ñbe bornò 

o But this one was ñbornò from the Lord himself ï not 

created  

o None of the Angels ever had such an incarnation 

Á Christ was called Godôs unique ñsonò multiple times in scripture 

¶ Luke 1:35 (ESV)  
35 
And the angel answered her, ñThe Holy Spirit will come upon 

you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 

therefore the child to be born will be called holyð the Son of God.  

¶ Mark 1:11 (ESV)  
11 
And a voice came from heaven, ñYou are my beloved Son; with 

you I am well pleased.ò  

¶ Luke 9:35 (ESV)  
35 

And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, ñThis is my Son, my 

Chosen One; listen to him!ò  

Proof 2  

 

o 2 Samuel 7:12-15 (ESV)  
12 

When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up 

your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his 

kingdom. 
13 

He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of 

his kingdom forever. 
14 

I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When 
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he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of 

the sons of men, 
15 

but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it from 

Saul, whom I put away from before you.  

Á This text is part of the Davidic Covenant: revealing Christôs position as the 
Messiah ï the very promised one who was to be Man and God: the God-

man 

Á He is declared ñto me a sonò in v.14 

Á God states ñI will be to him a fatherò in v.14 

Á He is declared to eternally occupy that position:  v.13 ñI will establish the 
throne of his kingdom foreverò 

Á Lastly, this One is destined and proclaimed to rule over Israel. 

¶ No angel ever had such a position 

Proof 3  

Hebrews 1:6 (ESV)  
6 
And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, ñLet all Godôs angels worship 

him.ò  

This text is a quote from: uncertain! 

It is noted that it must be: 

Deuteronomy 32:43 (ESV)  
43 
ñRejoice with him, O heavens; bow down to him, all gods, for he avenges the blood of his 

children and takes vengeance on his adversaries. He repays those who hate him and cleanses his 

peopleôs land.ò  

¶ Complicated interpretation ï to say the least 

o Septuagint notes ñangelsò called to worship 

o Whatever text, it is clear that the author notes a calling of Angels to worship 

¶ The gist:  Angels are called to worship the Son 

o If angels are called to worship him, then his is clearly superior to the angels 

o Furthermore, he is deity: he is God: for the angels would not be called by God ï 

whom they serve ï to worship anyone else, 

Á Exodus 34:14 (ESV)  
14 

(for you shall worship no other god, for the LORD, whose name is 

Jealous, is a jealous God),  

Proof 4  

Hebrews 1:7 (ESV)  
7 
Of the angels he says, ñHe makes his angels winds, and his ministers a flame of fire.ò  

Quoting: 

Psalm 104:4 (ESV)  
4 
he makes his messengers winds, his ministers a flaming fire.  

¶ He will contrast this text concerning angels with the next text, concerning the Son 
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¶ The text notes the nature of Godôs power and work in creation (read Ps 104 together) 

o Here, angels are seen clearly as: 

Á Ministers (as opposed to God incarnate) 

¶ Via the very term for angels ï ñservantsò 

¶ Via the calling of them ñministersò 

Á Temporary in their task (as opposed to eternally active) 

¶ ñwindsò 

¶ ñflaming fireò 

¶ Somehow, speaking of the Angels doing Godôs bidding in the 
creation and establishment of the earth 

¶ As angels are servants, and the Son is God incarnate, he is superior to the angels 

Proof 5  

Hebrews 1:8-9 (ESV)  
8 
But of the Son he says, ñYour throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness is 

the scepter of your kingdom. 
9 
You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore 

God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.ò  

Quoted from: 

Psalm 45:6-7 (ESV)  
6 
Your throne, O God, is forever and ever. The scepter of your kingdom is a scepter of 

uprightness; 
7 
you have loved righteousness and hated wickedness. Therefore God, your God, has 

anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions;  

¶ Emphasis of this text: 

o Christôs Messianic Kingdom 
Á the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. 

¶ Thus, Christ is King ï eternal ï God ï superior to the angels 

¶ Christ is eternal ï his kingdom is ñforever and everò ï  

o Above, the angels are noted for their temporary and 

changing positions of service ï 

o Christ is noted as everlasting King 

¶ Christ has a throne ï v6 ñyour throneò 

o This is something the angels do not have  

o Christôs positioning: 

Á He is called ñO Godò 

¶ This term is strictly deific ï of God himself 

¶ No angel is called this specifically 
Á You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, 

has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.ò 

¶ Anointed ï as a King ï God anointed (or consecrated, declared him) 

¶ Oil ï oil is symbolic of the Holy Spirit 

¶ Beyond your companions ï seemingly indicated to be the angels 

themselves ï 
Á Thus:  
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¶ Christ is anointed with the Holy Spirit for his earthly ministry 
o No angel has the Holy Spirit  

¶ He is noted to be above his companions ï  
o Seemingly the angels according to the use of this text in Heb 

Proof 6  

Hebrews 1:10-12 (ESV)  
10 
And, ñYou, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, and the heavens are the 

work of your hands; 
11 

they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment, 
12 

like a robe you will roll them up, like a garment they will be changed. But you are the same, and 

your years will have no end.ò  

Quoting: 

Psalm 102:25-27 (ESV)  
25 

Of old you laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands. 
26 

They 

will perish, but you will remain; they will all wear out like a garment. You will change them like a 

robe, and they will pass away, 
27 

but you are the same, and your years have no end.  

Á This notes the superiority of Christ in several ways: 

o ñYou, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginningò 

Á Christ is creator ï being co-creator with God (John 1) 

Á He is the planner ï the architect 

o Concerning the wearing out of the universe it states in Heb. ñyou will roll them 
upò 

Á Christ is sovereign over creation, controlling even the decay 

o ñthey will pass away, but you are the same, and your years have no endò 

Á While the universe passes away, He is eternal 

Á While still comparing Christ to the angels, this sub-set seems to compare him more to the 

temporal: 

o Created things have a pre-determined lot: granted by the creator 

Á Christ is that creator 

Á Angels are that creation (though they were deemed to be eternal, as was 

man) 

Proof 7  

Hebrews 1:13 (ESV)  
13 
And to which of the angels has he ever said, ñSit at my right hand until I make your enemies a 

footstool for your feetò?  

Quoting from: 

Psalm 110:1 (ESV)  
1 
The LORD says to my Lord: ñSit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool.ò  

Á Referring to Christôs sitting at the Fatherôs right hand in eternal glory 

o ñthe Lord says to my Lordò (not quoted in Hebrews ï but certainly considered by 

the Jewish audience) 
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Á This is itself a confirmation of the deity of Christ: to be called Lord by the 

Lord 

¶ ñthe LORDò ï heb. yhwh ï (Jehovah) ï a proper name for God 

¶ ñLordò ï Heb. Adon ï (aw-doneô) ï Lord, master, sovereign, ruler 

Á Right hand ï the position of all authority in the kingdom 

o This designation also cries the deity of Christ 

Á No angel has been called Godôs equal 

Á No angel has been called Lord in a stead equal with Jehovah (LORD) 

Conclusion:  

Hebrews 1:14 (ESV)  
14 

Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those who are to inherit 

salvation?  

Á Describing the status of angels: 
o ministering spirits 

Á they are busy about the work of service  
Á while Christ is seated at the right hand of God 

o sent out to serve 
Á they are themselves subservient to Christ ï being ñsent outò by him  

o for the sake of those who are to inherit salvation? 
Á Even their purpose is subservient to Christ:  to serve the elect (those who are to 

inherit salvation) 
Á They are assigned to the elect: 

¶ From infancy  

o Matthew 18:10 (ESV)  
10 
ñSee that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I 

tell you that in heaven their angels always see the face of 

my Father who is in heaven.  

¶ Through life: 

o Psalm 91:11 (ESV)  
11 

For he will command his angels concerning you to guard 

you in all your ways.  

Á Thus:  Christ is higher than the angels because they are sent by him to serve the interest 

of his work 

! 7ÁÒÎÉÎÇ #ÏÎÃÅÒÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 3ÕÐÒÅÍÁÃÙ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅ 

Hebrews 2:1-3a (ESV)  
1 
Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it. 

2 

For since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and every transgression or 

disobedience received a just retribution, 
3 
how shall we escape if we neglect such a great 

salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard, 
4 

while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy 

Spirit distributed according to his will.  
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1 
Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it. 

¶ Therefore ï always connecting context 

o ñBecause of what was just saidò ï  

o Namely:   

Á That Christ is superior to the prophets 

Á Christ is superior to the angels 

¶ ñwe must pay much closer attention to what we have heardò 

o ñcloser attentionò than was even paid before; to the messages of the prophets and 

the angels 

Á This message (the gospel) ï because Christ is superior to the angels ï is 

superior to the message heard before (the law) 

Á Thus, we must pay a superior attention to it 

o ñattentionò ï Gk. prosecho ï (pros-ekhô-o) ï ñto hold the mindò ï ñto be cautious 

aboutò  

o ñwhat we have heardò 

Á The gospel of Christ is what they have heard which is superior to that of 

the prophets and the angels 

¶ ñlest we drift away from it.ò 

o Lit. ñlet slipò ï ñflow byò  

o The image is of a boat losing its tie; its anchor or dock rope allowed to slip, thus it 

has nothing to hold it in place (drift away from it) 

¶ The overall message in this sentence is: 

o ñSince the Sonôs testimony is even more superior (and important) than that of the 

prophets and angels ï we need to take even extra care ï and attention ï so that we 

do not allow ourselves to drift away from his messageò 

2 
For since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and every transgression or 

disobedience received a just retribution, 

¶ ñforò ï  

o Gk: gar ï a primary participle expressing a reason  

o Essentially, he is about to explain it a second time 

¶ ñsince the message declared by angels proved to be reliableò 

o ñdeclared by angelsò 

Á No OT source indicates articulately that angels were their source.   

Á There are hints, such as: 

¶ Deuteronomy 33:2 (ESV)  
2 
He said, ñThe LORD came from Sinai and dawned from Seir 

upon us; he shone forth from Mount Paran; he came from the ten 

thousands of holy ones, with flaming fire at his right hand.  

Á However, rabbinical teachings were that angels ñbroughtò the law 

Á In this case, the rabbinical teachings are affirmed by the scriptures: the NT 

states three times that angels were involved in the delivery of the OT law: 

¶ Here ï 

¶ Acts 7:52-53 (ESV)  
52 

Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they 
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killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the 

Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 
53 

you 

who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.ò  

¶ Galatians 3:19 (ESV)  
19 

Why then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until 

the offspring should come to whom the promise had been made, 

and it was put in place through angels by an intermediary.  

o ñmessageò 

Á Thus, ñthe messageò in particular, declared by angels would be that of the 

law (Gal 3:19, Acts 7:53) 

o ñproved to be reliableò 

Á They were trustworthy ï accurate ï and proven true (by the next 

statement) 

¶ ñand every transgression or disobedience received a just retributionò 

o Referring to the transgression or disobedience of the law 

o Such sins ï of the commands brought by angels and prophets ï had a punishment 

attached to them 

Á i.e.  ̈Deuteronomy 19:16-19 (ESV)  
16 

If a malicious witness arises to accuse a person of wrongdoing, 
17 

then 

both parties to the dispute shall appear before the LORD, before the 

priests and the judges who are in office in those days. 
18 

The judges shall 

inquire diligently, and if the witness is a false witness and has accused his 

brother falsely, 
19 

then you shall do to him as he had meant to do to his 

brother. So you shall purge the evil from your midst.  

o An ñif/thenò scenario is being set up 

Á If ï there was a punishment for the breaking of the commands handed 

down by angels 

Á Then ï ñhow shall we escape (the negligence of the message spoken by 

Christ) ï coming in the next verse 

3 
how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation?  

¶ ñhow shall we escapeò 

o The object is inferred from the previous verse ï ñhow shall we escapeò ña just 

retributionò  

Á If punishment followed the breaking of the law handed down by angels 

Á How shall we escape punishment for neglecting that handed down by the 

Son himself? 

¶ ñif we neglect such a great salvation?ò 

o ñneglectò ï Gk. ameleo (ah-mel-ehô-o) ï ñto be careless ofò ñmake light ofò ñbe 

negligent towardò   --- be apathetic 

Á The antithesis of the command in v1:   

¶ 1 
Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have 

heard, lest we drift away from it. 

¶  If ï instead of paying closer attention to those words of Christ 

than we did to that which angels handed down ï we ñneglectò or 

ñmake light ofò the words of the Son, then ñhow shall we escapeò a 
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greater punishment than those who neglected the words of the 

angels? 

o ñgreat salvationò 

Á This salvation is in possession of those reading this letter 

Á They are thus warned that their possession of salvation ï having come 

from the very testimony of the Son ï is not something to be taken for 

granted, neglected, treated with apathy 

¶ It is the word of Christ ï not angels 

¶ Those who neglected the words of angels were punished 

¶ How much more will we be if we take lightly the Sonôs salvation 

¶ NOTE:  inherent in the text ï particularly this question-  seems to be an indictment: 

o You folks are in danger of becoming indifferent (apathetic, negligent) toward 

your salvation and are in jeopardy of punishment 

4ÈÁÔ ȰÇÒÅÁÔ ÓÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎȭÓȱ ÓÕÐÅÒÉÏÒÉÔÙ ÄÅÍÏÎÓÔÒÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÏÔÈÅÒ ×ÁÙÓȡ 

Hebrews 2:3b-4 (ESV)  
3 
how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, 

and it was attested to us by those who heard, 
4 
while God also bore witness by signs and wonders 

and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.  

Several reaffirmations concerning the superiority of the testimony of this great salvation: 

1. It was declared at first by the Lord, 

This is the point thus far:  the gospel was first proclaimed by Christ, rather than angels (or 

prophets) 

2. it was attested to us by those who heard*  

ñthose who heardò refers back to the speaking of the Lord: 

a. some literally heard Christ speaking ï the Apostles 

b. those men attested to us ï by their testimony ï that which Christ had spoken 

c. Thus, there was a constancy in the proclamation of the message ï from the Son to 

us ï via men who were eyewitnesses  

3. God also bore witness  

These men brought with them Godôs own testimony ï as he enabled: 

a. by signs and wonders 

such things ï by nature ï give proof to Godôs work, as opposed to the bantering of 

some religious rabble-rouser  

b. and various miracles 

various miraculous works of those same men who claimed to speak Christôs truth 

ï proved their authenticity  

c. and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will 

the Holy Spirit poured out gifts on those who received this ñgreat salvationò ï 

once again ï to verify the authenticity of the testimony concerning it. 

i. according to Godôs will  

1 Corinthians 12:7-11 (ESV)  
7 
To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 

8 

For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to 
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another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 
9 
to 

another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one 

Spirit, 
10 

to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to 

another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds 

of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 
11 

All these are 

empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one 

individually as he wills.  

* The author clearly fails to identify himself with the apostles in these statements 

¶ ñit was attested to usò  

o Indicating that the author himself heard along with his readers 

o Indicating that the author was not one of those attesting ï but hearing 

¶ ñby those who heardò 

o These are the apostles ï who heard directly from Christ 

o The author is not thus one of those apostles, but one of ñusò who heard from 

ñthemò who heard from Christ 

Á This is a strong argument against Pauline authorship 

*ÅÓÕÓȭ 3ÕÐÅÒÉÏÒÉÔÙ /ÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ !ÎÇÅÌÓ ɉÒÅÔÕÒÎ ÔÏ ÔÏÐÉÃɊ 

In His Humanity  

Formerly established was that Jesus was superior to the angels in his deity.  At this time the 

author points out Christôs humanity, yet that even in his humanity Christ is superior to the angels. 

Hebrews 2:5-9 (ESV)  
5 
Now it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are speaking. 

6 
It 

has been testified somewhere, ñWhat is man, that you are mindful of him, or the son of man, that 

you care for him? 
7 
You made him for a little while lower than the angels; you have crowned him 

with glory and honor, 
8 
putting everything in subjection under his feet.ò Now in putting 

everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At present, we do not yet see 

everything in subjection to him. 
9 
But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the 

angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by 

the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.  

God subjected the world to Christ ɀ not angels  

5 
Now it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are speaking. 

¶ ñnot to angelsò ï will be demonstrated momentarily that it was Christ ï as a man (which, 

technically are lower than angels) ï which the earth was subjected to 

¶ ñthat God subjectedò ï  

o Hypotasso ï (hoop-o-tasô-so) ï to subordinate something ï to place oneself in 

authority over ï to subject 

Á A military term ï meaning to be ranked under another 

¶ ñthe world to comeò 

o ñworldò ï oikoumene ï (oy-kou-menô-ay) 

Á Root term is oikeo ï (oy-kehô-oh) ï ñdwellò ï ñdwellersò ï ñdwellingò 
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Á Oikoumene means ñworldò in the sense of the ñinhabitants ofò or 

ñinhabitation ofò the earth ï not the earth itself so much 

o ñto comeò 

Á As opposed to the world that is ï  

Á This refers to an inhabitation to follow 

o This text speaks of the future age ï the Messianic Kingdom 

o This phrase is tantamount to saying (in rabbinic language) ñthe age to comeò 

¶ Thus:   

o God did not subject the coming world age to be reigned over by an angel ï (but 

by Christ)  

The Natural Order:  man lower than angels  

6 
It has been testified somewhere, ñWhat is man, that you are mindful of him, or the son of man, 

that you care for him? 
7 
You made him for a little while lower than the angels; 

¶ ñsomewhereò is Psalm 8:4-6 
o Psalm 8:4-6 (ESV)  

4 
what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for him? 

5 
Yet 

you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory 

and honor. 
6 
You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all 

things under his feet,  

¶ ñmanò and ñson of manò 

o Man- of course, is humanity 

o Son of man, refers to Christ 

o Both are noted here to have been made ña little lower than the angelsò 

¶ ña little lower than the angelsò ï in Psalm 

o Lower in the sense of authority ï which is the context 
Á Hebrews 2:5 (ESV)  

5 
Now it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are 

speaking.  

o Normally, angels have more authority than man 

¶ ñfor a little while lower than the angelsò ï in Heb. 

o The point the author makes in quoting this text is that the ñbeing lower than the 
angelsò ï or ñthe humanityò of Christ (the son of man) is limited to ña little whileò 

Á It is not permanent 

Á He will be exalted after this ñlittle whileò passes 

Á Namely, Christôs earthly ministry is this ñlittle whileò ï after which he 

will be exalted and glorified ï as the text continues to note: 

The Order f or Christ:  He is over the angels  

7 
You made him for a little while lower than the angels; you have crowned him with glory and 

honor, 
8 
putting everything in subjection under his feet.ò 

¶ ñyou have crowned him with glory and honorò 

Á The exalted Christ ï  

¶ Philippians 2:7-11 (ESV)  
7 
but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in 
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the likeness of men. 
8 
And being found in human form, he humbled 

himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 

cross. 
9 
Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the 

name that is above every name, 
10 

so that at the name of Jesus every knee 

should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 

and every 

tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

¶ ñputting everything in subjection under his feetò 

o ñeverythingò includes the angels 

o He was for a little while lower ï  

o Now exalted, crowned with glory 

He is over all: but yet to be fully implemented  

Hebrews 2:8-9 (ESV)  
8 
é Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At present, 

we do not yet see everything in subjection to him. 
9 
But we see him who for a little while was 

made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the 

suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.  

¶ ñnothing outside his controlò 

o Reaffirmed from v8 ï he put ñeverythingò under his feet 

o Christ is over all ï including the angels ï  

Á Overcoming the natural order of man being lower than the angels ï Christ 

is over them as the son of man ï or the God-man 

¶ ñAt present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to him.ò 

o He has been elevated ï but has not yet forced such subjection upon the earth 

o This will be for ñthe world to comeò ï as noted in v5 
Á Hebrews 2:5 (ESV)  

5 
Now it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are 

speaking.  

o Now the point is fully made: 

Á It is Christ ï not the angels (whom man is normally lower than) ï to whom 

the world to come will be forced into subjectivity:  

¶ Although Christ has already been exalted, the world to come ï and 

its subjectivity to Christ has not yet been brought fully to pass 

¶ ñbut we see him é namely Jesus éò 

o Affirming that it was Christ ï personally ï who was crowned with glory to restore 

manôs rightful glory on the earth 

¶ ñbecause of the suffering of deathò 

o Without the death of messiah, man could not be so restored 

¶ ñso that by the grace of Godò 

o Establishing once again manôs un-worthiness ï Godôs grace was the method by 

which man was made worthy 

¶ ñhe might tasted death for everyoneò 

o This death is the means to restoration of the glory of man 

o Christôs death paid for sin; restored man to his position as being crowned with 
glory and honor 
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In His Human Death  

Hebrews 2:10-13 (ESV)  
10 

For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to 

glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. 
11 

For he who 

sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why he is not ashamed to call 

them brothers, 
12 
saying, ñI will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation 

I will sing your praise.ò 
13 
And again, ñI will put my trust in him.ò And again, ñBehold, I and the 

children God has given me.ò  

So he could suffer 

¶ 10 
For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, 

o ñfor whom and by whomò ï  

Á John 1:3 (ESV)  
3 
All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing 

made that was made.  

Á A declaration of deity 

¶ in bringing many sons to glory, 

o the purpose of his coming: to restore man to glory ï allowing man reconciliation 

with God 

¶ should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering 

o perfect:  Gk. telioo, - ñcompleteò ñaccomplishedò ñfulfilledò 

Á more on the lines of ñperfecting the taskò or ñcompleting the taskò than 

perfection in the sense of righteousness 

Á thus, the task of salvation was completed through suffering 

As a human: 

¶ 11 
For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source. 

o He who sanctifies (Christ) ï those who are sanctified (man) 

o Have one source   

Á ñone sourceò ï Gk. pas (all) ek (from) heis (one) 

¶ Interp:  ñall from one lineageò 

o NIV ñof the same familyò 

o KJV ñare all of oneò 

o (family is certainly implied from context) 

o THUS:  Christ ï in becoming human ï made himself like man ï so that he could 

suffer like man 

¶ That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers, 
12 

saying, 

o Brothers ï adelphos ï a (of) delphus (womb)  

Á Lit. of the same womb 

Á Fig. a believer (in NT fig. usage) 

o This is a lit. usage ï  

Á The womb is that of Eve. 

¶ Genesis 3:15 (ESV)  
15 

I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 
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offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you 

shall bruise his heel.ò  

Á Christ, in being human, was able to suffer on behalf of humanity 

¶ Much more on this to come: heôs just setting the table here 

¶ (from Ps. 22) Hebrews 2:12 (ESV)  
12 
saying, ñI will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will 

sing your praise.ò  

o This, an example of Christ calling ñbrothersò those he will redeem 

o The reference, from Ps. 22 ï a psalm of Christ on the cross: a very specific 

depiction of the suffering noted above 

¶ And againé (from Isa 8:17-18) Isaiah 8:17-18 (ESV)  
17 

I will wait for the LORD, who is hiding his face from the house of Jacob, and I will 

hope in him. 
18 

Behold, I and the children whom the LORD has given me are signs and 

portents in Israel from the LORD of hosts, who dwells on Mount Zion.  

o This text is Isaiah noting Jacobôs sin ï which has Godôs presence shut out 

o And a promise which he and his children represent ï that a future Son (messiah) 

is coming to Mount Zion to redeem Israel 

Á That Son will also be a human seed (of Eve, Abraham, David) 

For Humanity 

Hebrews 2:14-16 (ESV)  
14 

Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same 

things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 
15 

and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 
16 

For surely it 

is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham.  

¶ 14 
Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the 

same things, 

o Share ï koinonia ï ñpartakers withò ñcommunion withò ñfellowship withò 

Á Christ came into fellowship or partnership with humanity 

o ñpartook of the same thingsò ï i.e. ñflesh & bloodò 

Á i.e. ï Christ became human to deal with a human problem 

¶ that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil 

o ñthrough death he might destroyò 

Á By dying, the penalty for the infraction of the law is paid 

¶ 1 Corinthians 15:20-22 (ESV)  
20 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of 

those who have fallen asleep. 
21 

For as by a man came death, by a 

man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 
22 

For as in Adam 

all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.  

¶ Romans 6:6 (ESV)  
6 
We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the 

body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no 

longer be enslaved to sin.  
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¶ Romans 6:9 (ESV)  
9 
We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die 

again; death no longer has dominion over him.  

Á ñdestroyò ï katargeo ï (car-tar-gehô-oh) ñto abolishò ñto render 

inoperativeò ï Vines: ñto reduce to inactivityò 

¶ Satan destroyed not in the sense that he lost all of his power or 

presence 

¶ Destroyed in the sense that he lost his power over death to those 

under Christ ï he has been rendered inoperative 

o ñthe one who has the power of death, that is, the devilò 

Á ñhas the power ofò  

¶ Not relegating Satan to the judge of sinfulness ï that is clearly 

Godôs job.  In fact, Satan himself is a recipient of such judgment: 

o Matthew 25:41 (ESV)  
41 
ñThen he will say to those on his left, óDepart from me, 

you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and 

his angels.  

Á The ñcursedò are so cursed by the Lord himself ï 

not the devil.  

Á This very eternal fire was prepared for the devil and 

his angels ï not by them 

¶ Rather, in the sense of Satanôs  

Á Satan introduced sin into humanity 

¶ Genesis 3:4-5 (ESV)  
4 
But the serpent said to the woman, ñYou will not surely die. 

5 
For 

God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 

you will be like God, knowing good and evil.ò  

¶ John 8:44 (ESV)  
44 

You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your 

fatherôs desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and has 

nothing to do with the truth, because there is no truth in him. When 

he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the 

father of lies.  

¶ 15 
and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.  

o Those subjected to slavery refers to those outside of Christôs redemption; or in 
this case, before Christôs redemption 

Á Galatians 4:4-7 (ESV)  
4 
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 

woman, born under the law, 
5 
to redeem those who were under the law, so 

that we might receive adoption as sons. 
6 
And because you are sons, God 

has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, ñAbba! Father!ò 
7 
So 

you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through 

God.  

Á Romans 8:12-15 (ESV)  
12 

So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to 

the flesh. 
13 

For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the 
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Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 
14 

For all who 

are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 
15 

For you did not receive the 

spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of 

adoption as sons, by whom we cry, ñAbba! Father!ò  

¶ 16 
For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. 

o Angels were never given a means of propitiation: they either passed or failed the 

testing of their faith 

o Humans are those he helps 

Á This reaffirms his earlier note: 

¶ Hebrews 2:6-8 (ESV)  
6 
It has been testified somewhere, ñWhat is man, that you are 

mindful of him, or the son of man, that you care for him? 
7 
You 

made him for a little while lower than the angels; you have 

crowned him with glory and honor, 
8 
putting everything in 

subjection under his feet.ò Now in putting everything in subjection 

to him, he left nothing outside his control. At present, we do not yet 

see everything in subjection to him.  

o In particular, ñthe offspring of Abrahamò 

Á Not merely ethnic Jews ï but those of the promise of Abraham ï the true 

offspring of Abraham and heirs to the promise 

¶ Romans 9:24-25 (ESV)  
24 

even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also 

from the Gentiles? 
25 
As indeed he says in Hosea, ñThose who were 

not my people I will call ómy people,ô and her who was not beloved 

I will call óbeloved.ô ò  

¶ Galatians 3:29 (ESV)  
29 
And if you are Christôs, then you are Abrahamôs offspring, heirs 

according to promise.  

Recapitulation   

Hebrews 2:17-18 (ESV)  
17 

Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a 

merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the 

people. 
18 

For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are 

being tempted.  

¶ Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, 

o recapitulation:  Christ had to become human 

¶ so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God 

o High priest: a human mediator between God and the people 

Á HP was human 

Á HP was empathetic  

Á Much more on this later 

¶ to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 

o High priest provided the application of blood at Yom Kippur 

o Christ became this new high priest who did the same 
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Á This, too, will be greatly expanded upon later in the book 

¶ 18 
For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are 

being tempted.  

o Jesusô empathy (due to his suffering) enabled him to help humanity in our 

suffering 

*ÅÓÕÓȭ 3ÕÐÅÒÉÏÒÉÔÙ /ÖÅÒ -ÏÓÅÓ 

Moses? 

¶ Interesting that Moses is after the angels: 

o Westerners might think ñif Jesus is superior to the angels, then certainly he is 

superior to Moses.ò   

Á Thus, putting Moses second seems anticlimactic 

o Jewish thought was very different: 

Á Moses was considered superior to the angels in first century Jewish 

thought 

¶ He was held to an almost God-like posture 

¶ He was considered higher than the angels 

¶ He was esteemed above any other Jew that ever lived ï even David 

Á Moses: 

¶ Spoke directly to God (as opposed to hearing God through dreams 

and/or visions like other prophets) 

¶ Received the law from God ï in Godôs presence 

¶ Was preserved from birth by God for his task 

¶ Lived a constant course of miraculous intervention ï could ask 

God seemingly for anything ï and God would listen 

¶ Actually shone Godôs glory from his presence with God (Ex 34) 

¶ Led Israel out of bondage 

¶ Led Israel into victories in Canaan 

¶ Gave plans to the ark, the temple,  

¶ & on & on 

Á No angels ever did any of these things. 

o To establish Jesus as higher than Moses ï actually probably did excel the 

argument of Christ being higher than the angels 

Á This was the next step in the argument 

¶ More importantly than all: 

o Moses represented the law and the former way of things prior to the law of the 

spirit of grace. 

Á The author is attempting to encourage the Hebrews throughout this work 

to keep their course rather than reverting back into Judaism, as some are 

being tempted to do (due to persecution) 

¶ Hebrews 2:1-3 (ESV)  
1 
Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have 

heard, lest we drift away from it. 
2 
For since the message declared 

by angels proved to be reliable, and every transgression or 
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disobedience received a just retribution, 
3 
how shall we escape if 

we neglect such a great salvation..?  

o That Christ is superior to Moses, then, makes his doctrine (the gospel) superior to 

Mosesô doctrine (the law) 

Hebrews 3:1-6 (ESV)  
1 
Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and 

high priest of our confession, 
2 
who was faithful to him who appointed him, just as Moses also 

was faithful in all Godôs house. 
3 
For Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory than Mosesð

as much more glory as the builder of a house has more honor than the house itself. 
4 
(For every 

house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God.) 
5 
Now Moses was faithful in all 

Godôs house as a servant, to testify to the things that were to be spoken later, 
6 
but Christ is 

faithful over Godôs house as a son. And we are his house if indeed we hold fast our confidence 

and our boasting in our hope.  

The Foundation  of the argument:   Jesus ɀvs- Moses 

1 
Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, 

¶ ñthereforeò ï as always, means, ñon the basis of what I just saidò 

o Jesusô supremacy over the prophets 

o Jesusô supremacy over the angels 

o Now: (therefore) ñconsiderò what is next ï 

¶ ñholy brothersò 

o Re-establishment of the term already noted: 

Á ñbrothersò ï adelphos ï noting those who belong to Christ ï Christians ï 

not just common listeners 

Á ñholyò ï set apart ï affirming the same 

¶ ñyou who share in a heavenly callingò 

o A third affirmation of the same 

Á ñyou are calledò ï not just religious by choice, interest or even birth 

Hebrews 3:1-2 (ESV)  
1 
é consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our confession, 

2 
who was faithful to him who 

appointed him, just as Moses also was faithful in all Godôs house.  

¶ Consider: katanoeo ï ñto observe fullyò ñdiscoverò ñperceiveò ï term denotes ñthe 

careful study or investigation ofò something 

o The author has built a case of comparison to Christ 

Á From prophet 

Á To angel 

Á Now to Moses (coming) 

¶ ñapostleò ï apostolos ï ñan ambassadorò ña messengerò ï in NT usage, one called by 

Christ ï such as Paul, Peter, John- 

o Used here of Christ himself ï  

Á Obviously a unique usage 

Á Here Christ is the apostle of God 

¶ The one commissioned and sent by God 
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¶ ñhigh priestò  

o This apostle (Christ) was sent as ñhigh priestò ï  

Á A position which will be argued extensively later in the work 

Á The high priest is the single human contributor to the offerings to God in 

the Holy of Holies in the Temple 

¶ He alone is able to enter the HofH 

o That only after making offerings for himself 

o That only once per year 

o That only with careful preparation 

¶ ñapostle and high priestò are terms to draw a comparison to Moses and Aaron 

o His sentence is based on ñjust asò 

Á Christ ï the apostle and high priest ï ñwho was faithful to him who 

appointed himò (God)  just as Moses also was faithful in all Godôs 

house 

o Thus, the basis of the next point is obviously a comparison to Moses 

Á Just as Moses was faithful in all Godôs house, Jesus was faithful in all 
Godôs house 

Á Just as Moses was apostle (messenger) and Aaron (under Mosesô 

assignment from God) the high priest, so Christ was apostle and high 

priest  

¶ But: 

o The comparison will put Christ clearly exceptional to Moses as that apostle and 

high priest 

The Builder is Superior to the House  He Built  

3 
For Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory than Mosesðas much more glory as the 

builder of a house has more honor than the house itself. 
4 
(For every house is built by someone, 

but the builder of all things is God.) 

¶ Jesus ñworthy of more gloryò than Moses 

o ñworthyò ï axioo (ax-ee-ahô-oh) ï to be deemed or counted as worthy (by an 

external source) 

o ñgloryò ï doxa ï dignity, honor, praiseworthiness  

¶ ñas much more glory as the builder of a house has more than the house itselfò 

o The comparison: 

Á Moses was the house being built 

Á Jesus was the builder 

o The point: 

Á Moses, as the house being built, was merely material in Godôs hands; 

Godôs workmanship 

¶ God created Moses 

¶ God created Israel 

¶ God made Moses to be Israelôs leader and prophet 

Á Christ, as the builder, was God himself ï who himself built the house of 

Mosesô ministry 

¶ Christ was pre-existent 
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¶ Christ is immutable God 

¶ Christ is the God that created Moses- he was not himself created 

by that God 

¶ ñfor every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is Godò 

o Thus, yes- Mosesô legacy was built by someone--- God 

o Christ is God ï the builder of all things 

A Son is Superior to a Servant  

5 
Now Moses was faithful in all Godôs house as a servant, to testify to the things that were to be 

spoken later, 
6 
but Christ is faithful over Godôs house as a son. And we are his house if indeed we 

hold fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope.  

¶ Mosesô position established: 

o Now Moses was faithful in all Godôs house as a servant 

Á Not to besmirch Moses, the author notes Mosesô faithfulness 

Á -- but ï with a caveat (Moses was a servant ï with a limited purpose) 

Á Mosesô position in the house was limited to that of a servant 

¶ Servant:  numerous NT terms used 

o Doulos- (dooô-los) most common ï lit. ña bond-servantò ï 

one who is owned ï though also used without the indication 

of bondage implied, it carries that connotation 

o Diakonos ï (dee-ackô-o-nos) ï ñdeaconò ï as an office, a 

NT description is given to a servant of the pastoral ministry 

of the church ï as a typical term, it is a ñservantò ñministerò 

ï one who serves and oversees 

o Pais ï (paeece) ï a boy ï a child servant of natural 

conditions (one born into the service of the household) 

o Oiketes ï (oi-ketô-ace) ï a household servant (oikos = 

house) 

o Several other terms--- 

o Therapon ï (ther-apô-ohn) ï used only once ï here, of 

Moses ï this term means ñan attendantò akin to therapeuo 

(healing)  

Á This is a nurse-maid type of servant 

Á One who attends the sick, the needy of the 

household 

Á It is a term of great endearment among servants ï  

Á It is a term of great dignity among servants 

Á But, it is the term of yet, a servant 

¶ Mosesô purpose defined: 

o to testify to the things that were to be spoken later, 

Á this is the caveat; that Mosesô work was incomplete ï only a partial of 

something to be later revealed 

Á Moses was faithful in all Godôs house as a servant ï but was not the heir 

of the promises his law represented 
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Á The author will go into great detail later in the work that the law is a 

foreshadowing of a promise; the fulfillment of which is found in Christ 

¶ Christôs Supremacy demonstrated: 

o but Christ is faithful over Godôs house as a son. 

Á Like Moses, Christ is noted as ñfaithfulò over Godôs house as well 

Á Contrasted to Moses, noted to be a servant: Christ is a son 

Á Son ï specifically, an heir ï born into the family, not bought or brought 

into the family ï nor born into the servanthood of the family, but born into 

the bloodline of the master 

¶ Used as ñson of manò ñson of Davidò and in less impressive 
manners as well, but a familial bloodline is noted in all lit. usages 

¶ Our stead raised: 

o And we are his house if indeed we hold fast our confidence and our boasting in 

our hope. 

Á ñwe areò the house Moses served, represented ï Christ built and was a son 

to 

Á ñwe areò the heirs of Godôs promises fulfilled in Christ 

Á IF: ñif indeed we hold fast our confidence and our boasting in our hopeò 

¶ One cannot deny that this qualification permeates this book: ñhold 

on to the endò 

¶ This is the first of numerous such references 

¶ The note here is that one ñisò in accordance with how one finishes: 

o ñwe are his houseò ï if ï ñwe hold fast our hope (to the 

end)ò 

Á ñTo the end impliedò ï written in some manuscripts 

Á However, the same exact point is made in v14 with 

ñthe endò included: 

¶ Hebrews 3:14 (ESV)  
14 

For we have come to share in Christ, if 

indeed we hold our original confidence firm 

to the end.  

Á Also, this point is made in 

¶ Hebrews 6:11 (ESV)  
11 

And we desire each one of you to show the 

same earnestness to have the full assurance 

of hope until the end,  

¶ Hebrews 10:23 (ESV)  
23 

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope 

without wavering, for he who promised is 

faithful.  
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A Second Warning 

Against Disobedience  

Hebrews 3:7-19 (ESV)  
7 
Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says,  

ñToday, if you hear his voice, 
8 
do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, on the day of testing 

in the wilderness, 
9 
where your fathers put me to the test and saw my works for forty years. 

10 

Therefore I was provoked with that generation, and said, óThey always go astray in their heart; 

they have not known my ways.ô 
11 
As I swore in my wrath, óThey shall not enter my rest.ô ò  

12 
Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall 

away from the living God. 
13 
But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called ñtoday,ò 

that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 
14 

For we have come to share in 

Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end. 
15 
As it is said, ñToday, if you 

hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.ò 
16 

For who were those who heard 

and yet rebelled? Was it not all those who left Egypt led by Moses? 
17 

And with whom was he 

provoked for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? 
18 

And to whom did he swear that they would not enter his rest, but to those who were 

disobedient? 
19 

So we see that they were unable to enter because of unbelief.  

4ÈÅ (ÏÌÙ 3ÐÉÒÉÔȭÓ 5ÒÇÉÎÇ 

7 
Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says, 

¶ The warning given is noted to be an urging of the spirit, via the replay of the OT text 

o Thus, more than a human argument, the author understands the Spirit itself to be 

the author 

ñToday, if you hear his voice, 
8 
do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, on the day of testing 

in the wilderness, 
9 
where your fathers put me to the test and saw my works for forty years. 

10 

Therefore I was provoked with that generation, and said, óThey always go astray in their heart; 

they have not known my ways.ô 
11 
As I swore in my wrath, óThey shall not enter my rest.ô ò  

¶ This text is a paraphrase of Psalm 95: 

Psalm 95:7-11 (ESV)  
7 
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his 

hand. Today, if you hear his voice, 
8 
do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, as 

on the day at Massah in the wilderness, 
9 
when your fathers put me to the test and 

put me to the proof, though they had seen my work. 
10 

For forty years I loathed 

that generation and said, ñThey are a people who go astray in their heart, and 

they have not known my ways.ò 
11 
Therefore I swore in my wrath, ñThey shall not 

enter my rest.ò  

¶ The warning: 

ñToday, if you hear his voiceò 
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o A conditional argument: 

Á Implicitly, not all will hear 

Á Those who do are those who are warned 

ñ8 
do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, on the day of testing in the wildernessò 

o Ps 95 indicates one scenario: 

Exodus 17:1-7 (ESV)  
1 
All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin 

by stages, according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped at 

Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 
2 
Therefore the people 

quarreled with Moses and said, ñGive us water to drink.ò And Moses said to 

them, ñWhy do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?ò 
3 
But the 

people thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled against Moses and said, 

ñWhy did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our 

livestock with thirst?ò 
4 
So Moses cried to the LORD, ñWhat shall I do with this 

people? They are almost ready to stone me.ò 
5 
And the LORD said to Moses, 

ñPass on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and take 

in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 
6 
Behold, I will 

stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and 

water shall come out of it, and the people will drink.ò And Moses did so, in the 

sight of the elders of Israel. 
7 
And he called the name of the place Massah and 

Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they 

tested the LORD by saying, ñIs the LORD among us or not?ò  

 ((note--  Massah means ñtestingò and Meribah means ñquarrelingò)) 

Numbers 20:10-13 (ESV)  
10 

Then Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock, and he 

said to them, ñHear now, you rebels: shall we bring water for you out of this 

rock?ò 
11 

And Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock with his staff twice, 

and water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their livestock. 
12 
And the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, ñBecause you did not believe in me, 

to uphold me as holy in the eyes of the people of Israel, therefore you shall not 

bring this assembly into the land that I have given them.ò 
13 

These are the waters 

of Meribah, where the people of Israel quarreled with the LORD, and through 

them he showed himself holy.  

o On this day they ñhardened their heartsò  

Á by apparently not having faith in Godôs provision (after his continued 
demonstration of his worthiness of such faith) 

Á by grumbling against their leadership (Moses) 

Á apparently, Moses and Aaron were also held accountable (for reasons I do 

not totally understand) 

Á Most importantly:  ñthey hardened their heartsò against God.  They failed 
to trust him when he had demonstrated his trustworthiness.   

Á The judgment on this day was handed to Moses & Aaron, however.  It is 

they who were told ñyou shall not bring this assembly into the land that I 

have given them.ò 



35 | P a g e 

 

o Another scenario is recorded for which God held the nation at large in contempt: 

Numbers 13:1-2 (ESV)  
1 
The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

2 
ñSend men to spy out the land of Canaan, which I am 

giving to the people of Israel. From each tribe of their fathers you shall send a man, every one a 

chief among them.ò  

Numbers 13:21-22 (ESV)  
21 

So they went up and spied out the land from the wilderness of Zin to Rehob, near Lebo-hamath. 
22 

They went up into the Negeb and came to Hebron. Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the 

descendants of Anak, were there. ( Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.)  

Numbers 13:25-28 (ESV)  
25 

At the end of forty days they returned from spying out the land. 
26 

And they came to Moses and 

Aaron and to all the congregation of the people of Israel in the wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh. 

They brought back word to them and to all the congregation, and showed them the fruit of the 

land. 
27 
And they told him, ñWe came to the land to which you sent us. It flows with milk and 

honey, and this is its fruit. 
28 

However, the people who dwell in the land are strong, and the cities 

are fortified and very large. And besides, we saw the descendants of Anak there.  

Numbers 13:30-33 (ESV)  
30 
But Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, ñLet us go up at once and occupy it, for 

we are well able to overcome it.ò 
31 
Then the men who had gone up with him said, ñWe are not 

able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we are.ò 
32 

So they brought to the 

people of Israel a bad report of the land that they had spied out, saying, ñThe land, through 

which we have gone to spy it out, is a land that devours its inhabitants, and all the people that we 

saw in it are of great height. 
33 

And there we saw the Nephilim (the sons of Anak, who come from 

the Nephilim), and we seemed to ourselves like grasshoppers, and so we seemed to them.ò  

Numbers 14:1-4 (ESV)  
1 
Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the people wept that night. 

2 
And all the people 

of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron. The whole congregation said to them, ñWould that 

we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this wilderness! 
3 
Why is the 

LORD bringing us into this land, to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will become 

a prey. Would it not be better for us to go back to Egypt?ò 
4 
And they said to one another, ñLet us 

choose a leader and go back to Egypt.ò  

Numbers 14:11-13 (ESV)  
11 
And the LORD said to Moses, ñHow long will this people despise me? And how long will they 

not believe in me, in spite of all the signs that I have done among them? 
12 

I will strike them with 

the pestilence and disinherit them, and I will make of you a nation greater and mightier than 

they.ò 
13 
But Moses said to the LORD, ñThen the Egyptians will hear of it, for you brought up this 

people in your might from among them,  

Numbers 14:20-23 (ESV)  
20 
Then the LORD said, ñI have pardoned, according to your word. 

21 
But truly, as I live, and as 

all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the LORD, 
22 

none of the men who have seen my glory 

and my signs that I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and yet have put me to the test these ten 

times and have not obeyed my voice, 
23 

shall see the land that I swore to give to their fathers. And 

none of those who despised me shall see it.  
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o Joshua, Caleb, and those under 20 were the only ones who lived to see the 

promised land. 

Á The others wandered an additional 40 years until they died. 

9 
where your fathers put me to the test and saw my works for forty years. 

¶ The result of the failure was the denial of entry into the promised land.   

o 40 years were to pass, that this generation ñsee (Godôs) worksò ï and yet not be 

allowed to enter their rest in the promised land. 

Therefore I was provoked with that generation, and said, óThey always go astray in their heart; 

they have not known my ways.ô 
11 

As I swore in my wrath, óThey shall not enter my rest.ô ò  

¶ Godôs pronouncement: 

o ñthey always go astray in their heartò 

o ñthey have not known my waysò 

o ñthey shall not enter my restò 

¶ This pronouncement is the warning to the current generation: 

o The argument will be made that God is once again making his rest available 

o They are not to be rebellious as their forefathers were and bring such judgment on 

themselves 

4ÈÅ !ÕÔÈÏÒȭÓ 5ÒÇÉÎÇ 

Hebrews 3:12-14 (ESV)  
12 

Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall 

away from the living God. 
13 
But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called ñtoday,ò 

that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 
14 

For we have come to share in 

Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end.  

¶ ñtake careò ï lit. ñexamine yourselvesò 

¶ ñlest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heartò 

o Evil ï poneros ï (pon-ay-rosô) ï wicked, evil ï referring to influence rather than 

character  

Á Kakos ï ñevilò as related to essential character 

Á Sapros ï ñevilò as related to degenerative condition (from former virtue) 

o This warning places a human responsibility onto the protection of the knowledge 

of the heart 

¶ ñleading you to fall way from the living Godò 

o ñfall awayò ï aphistemi (a-fistô-ay-mee) ï  

Á This is one of the terms that denote apostasy-  

Á This term refers to those who know better ï yet choose to rebel against 

what they know to be true 

¶ 1 Timothy 4:1 (ESV)  
1 
Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart 

from the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and 

teachings of demons,  
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Á This term is a warning that one should protect oneôs heart from leading 
them to literally ñturn away fromò the Lord! 

Á The text will note, shortly, that those who fall away have never actually 

come to share in Christ, as measure by the very fact that they have fallen 

away. 

¶ 13 
But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called ñtoday,ò that none of you may 

be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 

o Exhort one another ï ñto encourageò 

o ñas long as it is called ótodayôò ï more on this shortly ï  

Á The author will talk about ñtodayò in terms of ñtodayò being the day 

which we hear Godôs voice ï the day of decision (v15, 4:7-8) 

Á The encouragement is to take this moment serious as a moment of guard 

against the deceitfulness of sin 

o The particular warning is against ñbe(ing) hardened byò the deceitfulness of sin 

Á Hardened ï skleryno ï (sklay-rooô-no) ï ñto render stubbornò  

¶ As we may say it: ñto be put in a rutò concerning our sin 

¶ ñ14 
For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to 

the end.ò 

o For ï gar ï conj. ï indicating a reason which, an explanation  

o ñhave comeò ï ginomai ï (ghinô-oh-mahee) ñto beò ñcome to passò 

Á Means ñbecomeò  

Á But is in perfect tense:   

¶ Perfect tense stipulates a completed action, whose results continue 

ongoing 

o The result is complete ï it is not still being done 

o But its results continue 

Á Thus,  

¶ ñhave comeò is noted in ESV, NIV, NASB 

¶ ñare madeò in KJV 

¶ The idea is: this is a completed action ï yet with ongoing results 

o ñwe have come to share in Christ ï and will ongoingly 

share in Christò 

¶ ñIfò 

o The issue created:  does this text teach the loss of salvation?  Or does it teach the 

test of salvation? 

o The latter should be the answer, as the verb is perfect tense: completed, but 

ongoing 

¶ ñwe hold our original confidence firm to the end.ò 

o Confidence: hypostasis ï (hoop-osô-ta-sis) ïa compound, ñhypoò (of, by, under, 

with) and ñhistemiò (stand, abide, continue) 

Á To remain of the same position ï assurance ï  

Á Thyatira:  Revelation 2:26 (ESV)  
26 

The one who conquers and who keeps my works until the end, to him I 

will give authority over the nations,  

¶ Same idea:  the end result is the test of the current substance 
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The Overall Message 

¶ Those in the days of the Exodus were tempted, rebelled, and lost their inheritance 

because of their lack of faith 

o They turned on Moses and did not listen & follow their leader 

¶ Thus, the warning is that those of this day are threatened by the same scenario: 

o Let ñusò not do to Christ as ñtheyò did to Moses 

o Denial of Christ ï being superior to Moses ï will carry a greater penalty even than 

did the denial of Mosesô leadership 

Á Hebrews 3:12-14 (ESV)  
12 

Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving 

heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. 
13 

But exhort one 

another every day, as long as it is called ñtoday,ò that none of you may be 

hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 
14 

For we have come to share in 

Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end.  

The Penalty (of the OT rebellion) Highlighted  

Hebrews 3:15-19 (ESV)  
15 
As it is said, ñToday, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.ò 

16 

For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all those who left Egypt led by 

Moses? 
17 

And with whom was he provoked for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, 

whose bodies fell in the wilderness? 
18 

And to whom did he swear that they would not enter his 

rest, but to those who were disobedient? 
19 

So we see that they were unable to enter because of 

unbelief.  

¶ ñAs it is saidò ï a simple restatement of the text he noted earlier from Ps 95: 
o ñToday, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.ò 

Á The same warning given again, this time with emphasis to the consideration of 

the recipients of it 

The next portion of text is simple question/answer --- highlighting the recipients of the judgment 

of the rebellion.  He will turn around in Ch. 4 and note his fear for the current generation to miss 

the opportunity for ñrestò as did the past generation of Jews. 

Question/Answer 1  

 16 
For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all those who left Egypt led by Moses? 

¶ ñAll those who left Egyptò left in faith: trusting God for his provision 

o All saw Godôs provision through various means 

o Yet, all rebelled for a lack of faith:  

Á 19 
So we see that they were unable to enter because of unbelief. 

Question/Answer 2  

17 
And with whom was he provoked for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in 

the wilderness? 

¶ ñthose who sinnedò were not recipients of a one time sin.  It is they of whom God was 
ñprovoked for forty years.ò 
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o Note:  the punishment was not spiritual, but physical: 

Á Their ñbodies fell in the wildernessò 

Á This happened in numerous instances throughout the 40 years. 

Á Even Moses was one of them; himself not allowed to enter the promised 

land.   

Question/Answer 3  

18 
And to whom did he swear that they would not enter his rest, but to those who were disobedient? 

¶ Those who ñwould not enter his restò were all of those who were disobedient. 

o Only Caleb & Joshua were allowed to enter from the old generation. 

¶ God was true: he did lead the nation of Israel to his rest in Canaan. 

o But, all those who were disobedient did not enter.  Their children did. 

The Overall Penalty  

19 
So we see that they were unable to enter because of unbelief. 

¶ This is the great warning for the modern day. 

o Just as God judged (by wandering & death) those who rebelled in the old days, so 

the modern generation must --  Hebrews 3:12 (ESV)  
12 

Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, 

leading you to fall away from the living God.  

The Nature of This Rest  

Hebrews 4:1-10 (ESV)  
1 
Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us fear lest any of you should 

seem to have failed to reach it. 
2 
For good news came to us just as to them, but the message they 

heard did not benefit them, because they were not united by faith with those who listened. 
3 
For 

we who have believed enter that rest, as he has said, ñAs I swore in my wrath, óThey shall not 

enter my rest,ô ò although his works were finished from the foundation of the world. 
4 
For he has 

somewhere spoken of the seventh day in this way: ñAnd God rested on the seventh day from all 

his works.ò 
5 
And again in this passage he said, ñThey shall not enter my rest.ò 

6 
Since therefore 

it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly received the good news failed to enter 

because of disobedience, 
7 
again he appoints a certain day, ñToday,ò saying through David so 

long afterward, in the words already quoted, ñToday, if you hear his voice, do not harden your 

hearts.ò 
8 
For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken of another day later on. 

9 
So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, 

10 
for whoever has entered Godôs 

rest has also rested from his works as God did from his.  

Who Receives This Rest 

1 
Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us fear lest any of you should 

seem to have failed to reach it. 
2 
For good news came to us just as to them, but the message they 

heard did not benefit them, because they were not united by faith with those who listened. 

¶ ñthereforeò ï in regard to those of the old days having lost their opportunity to enter their 

promised land, (let us make sure not to do the same) 

¶ ñwhile the promise of entering his rest still standsò 
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o An argument he will develop more fully: 

Á That (v8) if Joshua had given it fully, God would not have spoken of it 

another day later --- thus a ñrestò remains available for Godôs people (the 

kingdom) 

o The idea is that a time will come for all that such an ñofferò will no longer be 
available 

¶ ñlet us fearò 

o Phobeo (fo-behô-o) lit. ñfearò ñto be afraidò ñto have reference forò 

Á Where we get our suffix ñphobiaò 

¶ ñlest any of you should seem to have failed to reach itò 

o ñseemò is rendered ñbe foundò in NIV ï not the strongest translation 

Á The idea carries the idea of ñperceptionò ï not stringent determined reality 

Á KJV notes ñshould seemò 

Á NASB ñmay seemò 

o The idea is that some ñmay seemò to have failed to reach this rest ï while the true 

outcome of this is unable to be determined (as 3:14 notes ñwe have come [perfect 

tense] to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the 

end) 

Á Thus, the true knowledge of who has ï and has not ï ñreachedò this rest is 

not something we can determine in this life 

Á But ï some will seem to have failed to reach it 

¶ For those, ñlet us fearò ï for the test is still before us as to their 

having faith or not 

¶ ò2 
For good news came to us just as to themò 

o ñgood newsò in this case not stringently the rigid ñgospelò as we think of it 

o Term is indeed euangelizo (you-ang-ghel-idô-zo) ï ñgospelò ñgood newsò 

ñpreachingò 

Á In NT context, almost (but not entirely) always refers to ñgospelò of 
salvation 

¶ At times, though, not: 

o 1 Thessalonians 3:6 (ESV)  
6 
But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has 

brought us the good news of your faith and love and 

reported that you always remember us kindly and long to 

see us, as we long to see youð  

o Luke 1:19 (ESV)  
19 
And the angel answered him, ñI am Gabriel. I stand in the 

presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to 

bring you this good news.  

Á In OT context, the preaching of good news revolved around the provision 

of the promised land (not Heaven, but Canaan) as Godôs provision 

o The point is not that ñwe both received the gospel of Christò ï but that ï ñwe both 

received a promise of Godò 

¶ ñbut the message they heard did not benefit them, because they were not united by faith 

with those who listened.ò 

o (implicitly) ñwe believed, but they didnôtò 



41 | P a g e 

 

Á V3 ñwe who believed entered that restò ï or received what was promised ï 

but ñtheyò didnôt 

Á V6 ñtheyò (who didnôt believe) ñfailed to enter because of disobedienceò 

The ñrestò in question is noted in several scenarios in this section of the book. 

1. The ñrestò of the OT Jews (3:4-19) was a rest from wandering, battling and captivity.  It 

was the establishment of their own nation, homes, and identity as a people. 

2. The ñrestò of God is noted to refer to his rest from creation (4:4), or ñhis works.ò 

3. The ñrestò for the reader is noted to be of the same essences.  Furthermore, this ñrestò is 

noted as: 

a. Something already attained:  

i. Hebrews 4:3 (ESV)  
3 
For we who have believed enter that rest, as he has said, ñAs I swore in 

my wrath, óThey shall not enter my rest,ô ò although his works were 

finished from the foundation of the world.  

b. Something still to be attained: 

i. Hebrews 4:6 (ESV)  
6 
Since therefore it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly 

received the good news failed to enter because of disobedience,  

ii.  Hebrews 4:9 (ESV)  
9 
So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, 

10 
for 

whoever has entered Godôs rest has also rested from his works as God did 

from his.  

c. Something permanent in its final fruition: 

i. Hebrews 4:10 (ESV)  
10 
for whoever has entered Godôs rest has also rested from his works as 

God did from his.  

d. Thus, this rest must refer to the promised inheritance for all believers;  a promise 

of the kingdom 

i. It is already attained: that those who believe are granted it ï though have 

not yet received it (something that will later be eluded to in Ch. 11) 

ii.  It is thus something to be attained: in that we will indeed enter that rest ï 

that time of fruitful living as heirs in Christôs kingdom 

iii.  It is also something permanent: in that the promises of the kingdom will 

give way to promises of eternal life.  Never will Christ cease to reign, 

never will we cease to rest in his provision. 

%ÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ %ÎÔÅÒ 'ÏÄȭÓ 2ÅÓÔ 

Hebrews 4:11-13 (ESV)  
11 

Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of 

disobedience. 
12 

For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 

piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts 

and intentions of the heart. 
13 

And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and 

exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.  
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The Call:  

11 
Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of 

disobedience. 

¶ ñLet us therefore striveò 

o ñthereforeò ï once again ï drawing context 

Á Your forefathers lost their chance ï  

Á You do not want to lose yours 

Á Therefore ï strive to enter it 

o ñstriveò 

Á Spoudazo (spoo-dadô-zo) ï ñto make effortò ñdiligently endeavorò ñgive 

laborious attentionò 

Á From spoude (spoo-dayô) ï ñto dispatch with eagernessò ñmove forward 

with speedò 

Á This term overall is a call to prompt attention in doing something 

¶ ñto enter that restò 

o As noted earlier: 

Á ñthat restò has a now & a later aspect 

Á The call here is for the ñnowò aspect ï be obedient, not disobedient as the 

forefathers were 

o The issue: 

Á Remember, the overall issue with the Hebrew believers seemed to be a 

sense of desire to return to Judaism so as to avoid further persecution by 

other Jews 

Á The warning of this chapter is to not have that attitude 

¶ As their forefathers grumbled & desired to return to Egypt ï back 

into bondage ï and avoid hardships 

¶ And God judged them for it ï preventing them from entering their 

rest and receiving their reward (though their salvation was not in 

question) 

¶ ñso that no one may fall by the same sort of disobedienceò 

o ñsame sort of disobedienceò ï as noted above 

o ñfallò ï pipto (pipô-to) ï ñto fallò or ñto landò in a place 

Á Lit. ñfall afterò ï pipto en ï with ñenò being a denotation of a fixed 

position in time or location 

Á The figurative allusion:  ñso that no one may fall in the ruts their 
forefathers madeò  

The Test of Faith (or  obedience)  

12 
For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the 

division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions 

of the heart. 
13 

And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes 

of him to whom we must give account. 

¶ ñthe word of Godò 

o The test by which oneôs obedience or disobedience will be judged 
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o Just as in the old days: 

Á Hebrews 3:15 (ESV)  
15 
As it is said, ñToday, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as 

in the rebellion.ò  

Á Those who rebelled, did so against Godôs voice ï his word 

o ñword of Godò ï logos ho Theos 

Á Logos (lowô-gos) ï ñwordò ñspeechò ñdiscourseò  

¶ ñthat which is spoken of a matterò ï the fullness of answer 

Á Ho (hah) ï the definite article ï normally ñtheò in English ï denoting a 

peculiar, specific thing of the context 

¶ Ho is missing in the English translations, but exists in the Greek.  

It is the Word of the God ï or ï ñthe word of the one true Godò 

Á Theos ï (thayô-oss)  or (theô-os) ï ñdivinityò ña godò 

¶ Used in scripture to denote pagan gods as well as God himself 

¶ Used here with the definite article ho mandates that it is ñthe Godò 

or ñthe one true Godò ï God, proper, of heaven 

¶ The great majority of the time, ñword of Godò in NT is logos ho 

theos ï with the definite article attached: ñword of the one Godò 

¶ ñliving and activeò 

o Zao (zahô-oh) ñliveò ñaliveò ñlivingò ï lit or fig. 

o Energes  (en-air-gaceô) translated ñpowerfulò ñeffectualò or ñactiveò here in ESV 

Á Term means: ñactiveò in the sense of it being operative ï functional  

o ñliving and activeò ï as related to the Word of God ï refers to it having a power 

instilled in it ï that it acts out its intended purpose with embedded abilities 

Á At times it is almost personified in scripture: 

¶ Acts 12:24 (ESV)  
24 

But the word of God increased and multiplied.  

¶ Romans 9:6 (ESV)  
6 
But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all 

who are descended from Israel belong to Israel,  

Á It is always given a power ï beyond its mere message ï as a container by 

which Godôs work flows 

¶ 1 Thessalonians 2:13 (ESV)  
13 

And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you 

received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted 

it not as the word of men but as what it really is, the word of God, 

which is at work in you believers.  

¶ Isaiah 55:11 (ESV)  
11 

so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not 

return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.  

Á It was the very agent of creation 

¶ Hebrews 11:3 (ESV)  
3 
By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word 

of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are 

visible.  
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Á Thus, it is ñliving and activeò as the encapsulation of what God has said 

¶ Because God said it ï it represents his Will in audible form 

¶ His Will is done by His power which proclaimed it 

¶ Thus, Godôs Word ï is Godôs proclamation of what IS 

o Even to the point of being almost equated with Christ in 

scripture: 

Á Revelation 19:13 (ESV)  
13 

He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the 

name by which he is called is The Word of God.  

Á John 1:1-2 (ESV)  
1 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God. 
2 
He was in the 

beginning with God.  

o However, the word of God has power by merit of being 

Godôs proclamation ï God does not have power by merit of 

having spoken (as the common myth today in Word of 

Faith theology) 

o This divides the line between bibliolatry (Bible Worship) 

and proper understanding of scripture: 

Á God is God 

Á His word has power because He gave it such ï as 

his spoken proclamation 

Á However: it is living and active ï by merit of its powerful source 

¶ ñsharper than any two-edged swordò 

o A two edged sword being one that slices in either direction, inflicting damage at 

any trust angle 

¶ ñpiercing to the division of soul and of spiritò 

o Soul ï psyche (psoo-khayô) ï ñsoulò or ñlife essenceò 

Á Psyche ï ñthe soulò in meaning of ñthe living beingò element ï that which 

has been given life ï a somewhat abstract ñcreaturelyò reference 

Á Corresponds to the Hebrew hephesh, we discussed in Jonah: the ñlife 

forceò if you will ï but without a weird New Age inference 

o Spirit ï pneuma (nyooô-mah) ï ñspiritò ñbreathò ï but referring to the rational 

aspect of the soul; having mental disposition and eternal attributes of personhood 

o POINT BEING: 

Á These two terms are very similar in their meanings; yet marginally 

different 

Á Godôs Word is sharp enough to separate the marginal nuances of each 

property 

¶ ñof joints and of marrowò 

o ñpiercing to the division ofò is also inferred here: 

Á Piercing to the division of: 

¶ Soul & spirit 

¶ Joints & marrow 

o Both terms are used in the Greek only here in this singular text 

o Both are exceptionally clearly translated:  joints & marrow ï nothing to add 
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o Joints ï the end union of each individual bone ï connecting the exterior of the 

bone to corresponding bone 

o Marrow ï the interior of the bone ï doing its jobs without leaving the bone itself 

o POINT: 

Á The ñsharpnessò of the Word of God (in a First Century manôs mind ï to 

keep it simple) can separate the outer parts from the inner parts of bone 

Á An illusion exists here also to it being a two-edged sword 

¶ Separating joint from marrow ï in that it slices so thinly that one 

could separate from another without mixture 

¶  ñdiscerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.ò 

o Again, personified: 

Á It is ñthe one True Godôs Wordò  

¶ Thus, it has his foreordained knowledge, sovereignty, etc 

¶ It can discern a thought and intention before it happens 

o ñdiscerningò 

Á Kritikos (krit-ee-kosô) (root of our word critic or critical) ï the ability to 

know that which cannot be known from outside 

Á To have a God-kind of knowledge of oneôs inner thoughts (in this scenario) 

o ñthoughtsò ï the substance of what oneôs mind produces 

o ñintentionsò ï the reasons behind what one is thinking 

o THUS: 

Á Godôs word not only judges what one is thinking, but why one is thinking 

it 

Á Again, almost a personified quality 

¶ ñ13 
And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of 

him to whom we must give account.ò 

o At this point, God himself is referred ï not just his word 

Á Godôs Word can divide and discern because 

Á ñno creature is hidden from his sightò to whom that Word belongs 

Á ñall are naked and exposed to the eyes of himò who is the author of that 

very Word of the living God ï  

Overall Idea:  

Hebrews 4:11 (ESV)  
11 

Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of 

disobedience.  

Because (for) ñthe Word of God is living and activeé.ò 

This exchange is a reminder that Godôs Word is something to be heeded, obeyed, revered, and 

not turned away from in the face of hardship and/or persecution. 

It is this very Word of God that will judge and condemn those who are disobedient: 

Hebrews 3:10-11 (ESV)  
10 

Therefore I was provoked with that generation, and said, óThey always go astray in their heart; 

they have not known my ways.ô 
11 
As I swore in my wrath, óThey shall not enter my rest.ô ò  
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The Supremacy of ChristȭÓ 0ÒÉÅÓÔÈÏÏÄ Over The Levitical 
Priesthood  
After completing the second warning section, the author turns back to his comparison between 

Christ and Judaism.   

He has spoken of Jesus in comparison to each of the very foundations of Judaism: 

¶ The Prophets 

¶ Angels ï  

¶ Moses ï  

¶ And now, Aaron ï the first High Priest ï as a representation of the priesthood 

Hebrews 4:14-16 (ESV)  
14 

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of 

God, let us hold fast our confession. 
15 

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet 

without sin. 
16 

Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive 

mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

Supremacy of Christ Over Aaron  

Hebrews 4:14-16 (ESV)  
14 

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of 

God, let us hold fast our confession.  

The Position of Christ as High Priest  

Always Available  

14 
Since then we have 

¶ This is two Greek terms:   

o echo, (ekhô-o) ï to have emphatically ï continuously available ï or, as ñhavingò 

o oon, (oon) ï therefore, certainly, accordingly, likewise ï a primary root 

¶ ñhaving thenò is a good translation ï but with an understanding of ñcontinually having 

thenò 

¶ This is a point in itself: 

o Aaron was available when he could be ï but was limited in his availability to the 

people 

Á In particular, he ñworkedò in the Holy of Holies ï providing atonement ï 

only one day per year; at which point he came out of the HoH and 

returned to his own home 

o Believers have ï in Christ ï an ñalways availableò or ñongoing availableò high 

priest  
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Superior  

a great high priest 

¶ Great ï megas, (Megô-as) ï great, high, large, superior 

o This (Jesus) high priest is great over all the others 

Á Simple point ï will be demonstrated through the rest of the text 

¶ High Priest 

o The priest who brought the yearly sacrifices to the Holy of Holies 

Á He, alone, made atonement for the other priests and the people before the 

Lord 

o He officiated over the two goats offered on Yom Kippur (that same day) 

o He also took care of numerous arrangements in the Holy Place ï the room just 

adjacent to the Holy of Holies 

o It is thought that there were 83 high priests from Aaron to Christ 

Heavenly  

who has passed through the heavens 

¶ Heavens ï ouranos ï three meanings: 

o The skies (Mat 6:26) 

o Outer space (Mat 24:29) 

o Heaven Proper ï the place of Godôs throne (Mat 5;16) 

¶ Heaven(s) ï being plural 

o Indicating Christ to have traversed more than one heaven 

o This obviously refers to his ascension 

Á He left through the skies 

Á Passed through space 

Á And entered Heaven Proper (the third Heaven) [2 Cor 12] 

¶ ñwho has passed throughò  

o Dierchomai (dee-airô-ko-mahee) ï ñpassò or ñpass throughò 

o Is perfect tense: meaning it happened, and continues its influence 

¶ THUS: 

o Christ passed through the heavens ï and remains there (in Heaven) 

o Aaron ï worked on earth ï ministered on earth  

Á He gave his offerings to Godôs presence ï in the Holy of Holies ï where 

Godôs name dwelled  

¶ 2 Chronicles 2:1 (ESV)  
1 
Now Solomon purposed to build a temple for the name of the 

LORD, and a royal palace for himself.  

¶ 1 Kings 9:3 (ESV) [after the consecration of the temple] 
3 
And the LORD said to him, ñI have heard your prayer and your 

plea, which you have made before me. I have consecrated this 

house that you have built, by putting my name there forever. My 

eyes and my heart will be there for all time.  

o Christ, however, performs his works from Heaven ï in Godôs very presence 
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Á This truth will be brought out exceptionally clearly later in the book 

Á Christ is the preeminent high priest who ministers not in the shadowy 

typological (earthly) temple ï but before Godôs very presence 

A Superior Nature  

Jesus, the Son of God, 

¶ Jesus ï the Lordôs human name ï emphasizing his humanity 

¶ Son of God ï emphasizing two things: 

o His divinity, of course ï being the only begotten of the sovereign God 

o But also, his superior lineage: 

Á The priestly offices came from a human lineage of Aaron 

Á Christ, in his humanity, came from a theistic lineage of God  

¶ Thus, Christ possesses, as God, power that a human priest does not 

have --- and access that a human priest does not have 

The Proper Response 

let us hold fast our confession 

¶ This confession was noted in chapter 3:  Jesus is the Messiah 

o Hebrews 3:1 (ESV)  
1 
Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, 

the apostle and high priest of our confession,  

¶ The call is to ñhold fastò 

o As opposed to ñfalling awayò as was the previous warning 

Á Hebrews 3:12 (ESV)  
12 

Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving 

heart, leading you to fall away from the living God.  

The Motivation For That Response  

Hebrews 4:15 (ESV)  
15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one 

who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.  

A Sympathetic High Priest  

sympathize with our weaknesses 

¶ Sympathize ï sympatheo (soom-pahth-ehô-oh) ï to have compassion of, to have feeling 

of ï to relate empathetically 

o with our weaknesses 

Á Weakness ï astheneia ï (as-thinô-ay-ah) ï ñweaknessò ï but of a physical 

nature ï ñdiseasesò ï ñsicknessò ï refers to the human condition of pain, 

ailment, etc. 

Á Christ could sympathize due to his own humanity 
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¶ He had bled ï felt physical pain ï known the hitting of a hand with 

a hammer, etc  

one who in every respect has been tempted as we are 

¶ ñin every respectò ï lit. ñin all thingsò ï Gk. pas ï the completion of a group of 

something ï ñallò areas which one can be tempted 

o Christ endured all manners of temptation as other men do 

¶ ñtemptedò ï peirazo  

o Root term: peira (pay'-rah), which means "to test" or "to prove" 

o A couple of uses: 

Á Peirasmos - (pea-ras-mos') - normally rendered "trials" in modern 

translations 

¶ Peirasmos refers to being tested or proven by means of outward 

difficulties. 

o These trials (burdens, difficulties, sufferings) are either 

given or allowed by God for the purpose of testing or 

proving a believer's faith. 

o Peirasmos has a positive connotation:  it is to test the 

quality of its object, but not with intentions of making it fail 

Á Peirazo - (pea-rad'-zo) - often translated "tempt or tempted". 

¶ Peirazo refers to being "tested or proven" by inward means. 

o Periazo has a negative connotation:  it is to attempt to get 

the object of the test to fail 

o Thus, Christ was tempted in the most serious way: that he was tried that he might 

fail ï 

Á Satanôs temptations of Christ 

¶ Mat 4 ï  

o Temptation concerning hunger (turn stones into bread) 

o Concerning authority (cast yourself down from temple) 

o Concerning dominion (offered kingdoms of the world) 

Á THE VERY IDEA OF PEIRAZO is that Christ was tried to be made to fail 

yet without sin 

¶ With an overt assault on him, he did not fail. 

The Application  

Hebrews 4:16 (ESV)  
16 

Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and 

find grace to help in time of need.  

Let us then 

¶ Oon ï the same term as translated ñthereforeò 

¶ Let us, thereforeé 
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o In light of the fact that: 

Á We have a greater type of high priest  

Á Who is in heaven ï before the Lord 

Á Who is the Son of God ï deity himself 

Á Who is capable of sympathizing with us 

Á Who has been tempted in every manner 

Á Yet remains without sin 

with confidence draw near to the throne of grace 

¶ ñwith confidenceò ï used also in 3:6 ñwe are his house if indeed we hold fast our 

confidence and our boasting in our hopeò 

o parresia ï same term as 3:6 ï meaning ñboldlyò ï without reservation 

o compare to 3:14 (using a different term) 

Á Hebrews 3:14 (ESV)  
14 

For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original 

confidence firm to the end.  

Á Different term here ï hypostasis (assurance) ï as opposed to ñboldnessò 

here 

¶ ñdraw nearò ï lit. ñdrawing nearò ï continually 

o we are to ñkeep onò drawing near as a practice 

¶ ñthrone of graceò  

o Picture of us ï coming with Christ ï as he approaches God --- in heaven --- where 

Christ grants us access 

Á The OT priest drew near to Godôs name in the H of H 

Á Christ draws near to God ï in Heaven 

Á We are granted that same access ï  

¶ Near the throne ï the term of Godôs seat of justice 

¶ ñof graceò ï the condition of our approach 

that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

¶ Receive mercy ï find grace 

o Mercy ï not receiving what we deserve 

Á To be spared of Godôs wrath when we approach him 

Á To be granted an audience rather than destruction for our sin 

o Grace ï receiving what we do not deserve 

Á To be given ñhelp in time of needò ï which we do not deserve 

The Characteristics of a Human High Priest  

Hebrews 5:1-4 (ESV)  
1 For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men in relation 

to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, 

since he himself is beset with weakness. 3 Because of this he is obligated to offer sacrifice for his 

own sins just as he does for those of the people. 4 And no one takes this honor for himself, but 

only when called by God, just as Aaron was.  
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Prerequisites for Priesthood  

1. He is human:  ñchosen from among menò 

o He is human, and of a particular human lineage (as God had prescribed) 

Á He could not be angelic, etc.  

Á Only man could represent man to God 

Á Thus, Messiah also had to be man ï to be high priest (point made in next 

paragraph) 

2. He is mediatorial:  ñappointed to act on behalf of men in relation to Godò 

¶ Thus, he represents man.  He is manôs agent before God 

3. He presents offerings to God:  ñto offer gifts and sacrifices for sinsò 

o Categorically, the high priest does two things: 

Á Offers gifts ï the offerings which are not pertaining to the blood sacrifice 

ï but rather grain offerings (or meal offerings) which often accompany 

them 

¶ There are also scenarios where gifts of blood offerings are given ï 

but this is referring to the normal operations of the high priest 

Á Offerings ï the blood sacrifices of Yom Kippur 

¶ He offers a bull for his own sins (and that of his family) 

¶ He offers a goat for the sins of the people 

¶ More on Yom Kippur later in the study 

4. He is empathetic:  ñHe can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself 

is beset with weakness.ò 

¶ Being human, he is able to relate to 

¶ Ignorance (to be unknowing [of sin in this context]) 

¶ Waywardness (the results of having sinned) 

¶ Thus, ñhe can deal gentlyò ï he understands the sins of others, being himself 

sinful 

¶ Also noted: 

¶ ñBecause of this he is obligated to offer sacrifice for his own sins just as 

he does for those of the people.ò 

¶ The HP offers a bull for his own sins on Yom Kippur ï before he 

is clean, and able to offer the goat for the sins of the people 

5. He is called of God:  ñAnd no one takes this honor for himself, but only when called by 

God, just as Aaron was.ò 

¶ Aaron chosen: Exodus 28:1 (ESV)  
1 
ñThen bring near to you Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, from among 

the people of Israel, to serve me as priestsðAaron and Aaronôs sons, Nadab and 

Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar.  

¶ His office elaborated upon: Numbers 3:9-10 (ESV)  
9 
And you shall give the Levites to Aaron and his sons; they are wholly given to 

him from among the people of Israel. 
10 

And you shall appoint Aaron and his sons, 

and they shall guard their priesthood. But if any outsider comes near, he shall be 

put to death.ò  

¶ God confirmed his calling articulately in Num. 16 
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¶ V1-3 ï Korah led rebellion against Aaron & Moses ï stating that they had 

exalted themselves ï (denying Godôs calling) 

¶ Moses told them to gather the next day and God would chose 

¶ He told Korah and his men to bring cencers with fire and incense 

¶ He told the chosen Levites to do the same 

¶ He noted that God would choose from them 

¶ Long story short: God chose 

¶ Numbers 16:28-35 (ESV)  
28 
And Moses said, ñHereby you shall know that the LORD has 

sent me to do all these works, and that it has not been of my own 

accord. 
29 

If these men die as all men die, or if they are visited by 

the fate of all mankind, then the LORD has not sent me. 
30 

But if the 

LORD creates something new, and the ground opens its mouth and 

swallows them up with all that belongs to them, and they go down 

alive into Sheol, then you shall know that these men have despised 

the LORD.ò 
31 

And as soon as he had finished speaking all these 

words, the ground under them split apart. 
32 

And the earth opened 

its mouth and swallowed them up, with their households and all the 

people who belonged to Korah and all their goods. 
33 

So they and 

all that belonged to them went down alive into Sheol, and the earth 

closed over them, and they perished from the midst of the 

assembly. 
34 

And all Israel who were around them fled at their cry, 

for they said, ñLest the earth swallow us up!ò 
35 

And fire came out 

from the LORD and consumed the 250 men offering the incense.  

¶ There are several other examples in the OT of God preserving the integrity of the 

priestly office from those who would presume to be priests who were not called 

 

The Characteristics of Christ as High Priest  

Hebrews 5:5-10 (ESV)  
5 
So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who said 

to him, ñYou are my Son, today I have begotten youò; 
6 
as he says also in another place, ñYou 

are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.ò 
7 
In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up 

prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, 

and he was heard because of his reverence. 
8 
Although he was a son, he learned obedience 

through what he suffered. 
9 
And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to 

all who obey him, 
10 

being designated by God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek.  

 

This paragraph notes that Christ fulfilled the same criteria as the OT priest was required to fulfill, 

though in different form and order.  However, Christ is clearly noted to have gone through Godôs 

own providential process to attain his High Priesthood: 

1. He is called of God: 
5 
So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but 

was appointed by him who said to him, ñYou are my Son, today I have begotten youò; 
6 



53 | P a g e 

 

as he says also in another place, ñYou are a priest forever, after the order of 

Melchizedek.ò 

o ñso alsoò ï in making comparison ï ñlike Aaron, so also Christéò 

o ñDid not exalt himselfò ï (as noted of the OT priest) 

Á He was divinely appointed ï he did not choose to become high priest ï 

God chose for him 

o Task ï position ï identity ï all chosen: 

Á By God (ñto him who saidò) 

Á To a Son  

¶ Ps 2:7 (noted in Ch. 1) ï ñyou are my Son, today I have begotten 

youò 

o Not only important that Christ fulfilled the prophecy of 

Psalm 2:7, but that he fulfilled the requirement of priest: to 

be a son of God --- he will expound on this later 

¶ Ps. 110:4 

o Of a unique lineage ï  

Á He doesnôt dismiss that Christ was not of Aaronic 
decendance ï he rather notes that Christ is a priest 

of a Melchizedekian order: 

¶ ñYou are a priest forever, after the order of 
Melchizedek.ò 

Melchizedek ï  

¶ Background:  Abram & Lot parted ways ï Lot took Jordan & 

Abram took Canaan ï Abraham settled near Hebron ï Lot 

settled (across the Dead Sea) near Sodom ï regional conflict ï 

kings had Lot taken captive along with spoils from Sodom ï 

Abraham heard & sent 318 of his fighting men to capture Lot 

back ï he brought back ALL of the spoils with him after he 

defeated them, along with Lot and his people. 

¶ When Abraham returned he was met by Melchizedek, who 

honored him and gave him bread & wine. 

¶ Abraham gave him 1/10
th
 of all of the spoils (he gave the rest 

back to the king of Sodom) 

¶ Gen 14:18 notes all that is said of Melchizedek: 

o Genesis 14:18-20 (ESV)  
18 

And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and 

wine. (He was priest of God Most High.) 
19 

And he 

blessed him and said, ñBlessed be Abram by God Most 

High, Possessor of heaven and earth; 
20 

and blessed be 

God Most High, who has delivered your enemies into 

your hand!ò And Abram gave him a tenth of everything.  

¶ Psalm 110 gives further insight about what it means to be a 

priest after the order of Melchizedek (read Ps. 110) 

¶ ñA priest after the order of Melchizedek:ò 
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o Is a king who is also priest 

Á (Law of Moses does not allow this in the natural 

order ï priests must come from Levi and Kings 

must come from Judah) 

o Thus, he is a special appointee ï one appointed outside 

of the Law ï by God himself 

o A Melchizedekian order demonstrates Christ in his full 

role: 

Á He is priest ï who provides for the sins of the 

people 

Á He is King ï who reigns forever 

2. Jesus was human:  
7 
In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, 

with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard 

because of his reverence. 

o ñdays of his fleshò refers to Jesusô human existence 

Á From birth to resurrection ï after which he was supernaturally glorified: 

unable to die again ï preserved in his eternal state (like people who are 

raised) 

o ñJesus offered up prayers and supplicationsò 

Á During these times he lived as a human would: 

¶ ñoffered up prayersò ï deesis (dayôay-sis) 

o a general term for prayer 

¶ ñsupplicationsò ï hiketeria (hik-et-ay-reeô-ah) 

o a specific term of one in need of aid  

o term used only here in NT 

o denotes an idea akin to ñone asking a favorò 

Á together, these ideas note the full spectrum of human prayer need 

o ñwith loud cries and tearsò 

Á Lit. ñstrong cryingò ï referring to a visible, emotional outburst in tears 

Á Context: obviously referring to Gethsemane 

¶ Luke 22:44 (ESV)  
44 

And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly; and his sweat 

became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.  

o ñto him who was able to save him from deathò 

Á As a human, Christ ñbecame obedient to deathò (Phil. 2:8) 

Á He called to God to save him from death ï as the one who could 

Á This saving: 

¶ Prayed to be saved from death 

¶ He was ultimately saved, though he did die 

o Resurrected from death on third day 

o ñand he was heard because of his reverence.ò 

Á ñhe was heardò 

¶ What was Jesusô prayer? (Mat 26:39) 

¶ He did die ï yet his prayer was heard 

Á ñreverenceò ï eulabeia (you-lahô-be-ah) ñgodly fearò 
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¶ Having his own desires ï he desired Godôs desires more greatly 

o Each of these qualities demonstrate Christ as human; meeting that criteria for the 

priesthood 

3. He was empathetic:  
8 
Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he 

suffered. 

o ñlearned obedienceò 

Á This does not infer that Christ was ever disobedient 

Á It infers that he ñlearned the nature ofò obedience ï  

¶ It elaborates: 

o ñthrough what he sufferedò 

Á This ñlearning obedienceò happened ñthrough what he sufferedò 

Á Thus:  Christ, as human, discovered the nature of obedience through 

suffering 

¶ He learned the cost of obedience 

¶ He suffered because of it 

Á This is what Philippians 2 notes: 

¶ Philippians 2:7-11 (ESV)  
7 
but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being 

born in the likeness of men. 
8 
And being found in human form, he 

humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 

death on a cross. 
9 
Therefore God has highly exalted him and 

bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 
10 

so that at 

the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth 

and under the earth, 
11 

and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ 

is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

o Thus, just as a priest is empathetic to his people ï by merit of his own sinfulness ï 

Christ was empathetic to his people ï not by sinfulness, but through his exposure 

to and endurance of suffering. 

o This was also the point made in 4:15 

Á Hebrews 4:15 (ESV)  
15 

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 

weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet 

without sin.  

4. He was mediatorial:  
9 
And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal 

salvation to all who obey him, 
10 

being designated by God a high priest after the order of 

Melchizedek.  

o ñbeing made perfectò 

Á ñperfectò is Gk. teleioo  

¶ We learned this term in our James study from  

o James 1:4 (ESV)  
4 
And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be 

perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.  

¶ This term means perfect in the sense of ñcompletionò ï 

ñfulfillmentò of a process 

Á ñbeing made perfectò refers back to verse 8: ñhe learned obedience 
through what he sufferedò 
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¶ This ñbeing made perfectò refers to Christôs humanity being 
completed through suffering 

Á This phrase is simply a restatement of v8 

o ñhe becameò ï after he finished his human work, he ñbecameò  

o ñthe source of eternal salvationò 

Á ñsourceò in Gk. aitios, (ahôee-tee-os) 

¶ Has a causative nuance ï  

¶ ñsourceò in the sense of ñthe cause ofò 

¶ KJV  notes ñthe author ofò eternal salvation 

o This thought is a good understanding 

o Christ became ñthe causer ofò our salvation 

Á Christ became the author of our salvation due to his fulfillment of the law. 

¶ The rest of the book will continue to focus on this 

¶ Christ was priest ï he was sacrifice ï  

o He did what he stated:  fulfill ed the law (Mat 5: 17) 

o He paid the penalty for sin, thus purchasing our salvation 

Á He was the author, then, of our salvation 

o ñto all who obey himò 

Á The obedience of faith ï not a call to works-based salvation  

¶ John 6:28-29 (ESV)  
28 
Then they said to him, ñWhat must we do, to be doing the works 

of God?ò 
29 
Jesus answered them, ñThis is the work of God, that 

you believe in him whom he has sent.ò  

¶ Romans 1:5 (ESV)  
5 
through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring 

about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the 

nations,  

¶ Romans 16:25-27 (ESV)  
25 

Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my 

gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the 

revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 
26 

but 

has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has 

been made known to all nations, according to the command of the 

eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faithð 
27 

to the only 

wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.  

o 10 
being designated by God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek. 

Á As has already been elaborated 

¶ ñdesignated by God a high priestò 

o Unique from the normal order of the law ï by birthright 

and/or assignment from within the priestly order 

¶ ñafter the order of Melchizedekò 

o Christ was a priest from the kingly line  

Á His kingly mission will be seen clearly in his 

second coming: to reign in the kingdom 

o He was from the tribe of Judah ï the kingly tribe 
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Á But was High Priest in that he provided the final 

atonement for sins 

A Third Warning  
At this point, a third parenthetical warning against falling away is given.  In this case, the 

substance of the warning is concerning not following through to spiritual maturity, but remaining 

in the elementary understanding of things. 

Hebrews 5:11-14 (ESV)  
11 

About this we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of 

hearing. 
12 

For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you 

again the basic principles of the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food, 
13 

for everyone 

who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, since he is a child. 
14 

But solid food is 

for the mature, for those who have their powers of discernment trained by constant practice to 

distinguish good from evil.  

The Issue:  They are Slow Learners 

About this we have much to say 

¶ ñthisò ï in the context ï is the nature of the order of Melchizedek  

o He had been speaking of Christôs superiority as a priest ï high priest in particular 

o He wants to go into more detail about Melchizedek (which he will do after his 

warning) 

Á Yet, he notes that the believers he writes to are not ready to receive it in 

full  

and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing. 

¶ ñhard to explainò ï due to their laxness in spiritual development, what he wants to teach 

them concerning the Melchizedekian priesthood will be very difficult 

¶ ñyou have become dull of hearingò 

o ñbecomeò indicates that they were not always so 

Á At one point they were able to hear, learn and progress 

Á They have become contented in their position, however 

¶ Just as many develop to a spiritual plateau and become 

comfortable with themselves, so it appears these Jewish believers 

have done the same 

o ñdullò ï nothros (no-throssô)  

Á Lit. ñsluggishò or ñlazyò 

Á Fig. ñstupidò or ñslow learningò 

Á A fairly shameful term! 

¶ Literally, they are capable of higher learning ï but have become 

dull of their own choosing:  thus, they are lazy by choice, unto 

ignorance and incapacity to learn further 

o The author literally says they are being lazy, slow witted and not hearing what is 

presented to them (in some other venue than the book itself, obviously) 
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12 
For though by this time you ought to be teachers 

¶ ñby this timeò ï  

o These are clearly not new believers.  They have had ample time to have graduated 

from the elementary teachings of the faith  

¶ ñyou ought to be teachersò 

o Obviously, not everyone is gifted and called to teach ï but by this time each of 

them should be mature enough to do so 

o Those that are called to teach should be doing so, but are not 

o Others, likewise, lack the depth they should have 

o ñteachersò ï didaskalos (did-asô-kal-os)  

Á ñmasterò ï 40 times ï referring to Jesus 

Á ñteacherò ï 10 times 

Á ñmasterò ï 7 times ï (not referring to Jesus) 

Á Term indicates one who has mastered a course of study ï and for all 

practical purposes (irrespective of calling & gifting) should be teaching it 

(or at least have the capacity to teach it) 

you need someone to teach you again the basic principles of the oracles of God. 

¶ ñyou need someone to teach you againéò 

o (though by this time YOU should be teachers) ï you need someone to teach you 

o They are utterly in a backward position of what they should be 

o Instead of having advanced to mastery of the subject: 

Á They have actually fallen backward: 

Á They need to be taught again the elementary principles which they have 

forgotten 

¶ ñthe basic principles of the oracles of Godò 

o ñbasicò ï arche (ar-khayô) ï having to do more with time than an essential 

ñbasicnessò  

Á ñbeginningò 40 

Á ñprincipalityò 8 

Á ñfirstò 2 

Á The ñbeginningò or ñfirstò or ñfoundationalò principles 

¶ These are the principles which later and greater principles are built 

upon; such as in math ï one learns addition, and later 

multiplication, and later algebraic functions 

o ñoracles of Godò 

Á This term used to refer to the revelation of God in scripture 

Á They are to go back and learn the very first principles of the scripture ï so 

that they can move on to the more advanced 

¶ Scripture ï as God-inspired 

¶ God ï as holy, righteous, just, gracious 

¶ Sin ï as universal, condemned, in need of forgiveness 

¶ The Vacation Bible School doctrines ï so to speak 

You need milk, not solid food, 
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¶ Scolding them seriously: 

o This is tantamount to calling them babies: 

Á Incapable of self-feeding 

Á Unable to progress without the teachers bringing them along 

13 
for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, since he is a child. 

¶ ñunskilledò is a key term here 

o Gk. apeiros (apô-i-ros) ï compound term ña + peiraò  

Á A ï the alpha privative ï meaning ñwithoutò  

Á Peira ï ñtestò 

Á Combined:  ñuntestedò ï ñwithout experienceò 

o This term indicates one who is ignorant, inexperienced and has not yet made any 

practical use of the knowledge they have been granted.   

Á They are incapable of doing anything with it: uncertain, unskilled, 

childlike 

14 
But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their powers of discernment trained by constant 

practice to distinguish good from evil.  

¶ ñsolid food is for the matureò 

o This refers to the objective:  to become a mature believer who can handle solid 

food 

o ñsolid foodò ï the antithesis of milk ï an unhindered diet of one who can digest 

whatever he takes in 

o ñmatureò ï the antithesis of the baby ï an adult ï who has grown to maturity 

¶ ñthose who have their powers of discernment trained by constant practiceò 

o ñdiscernmentò ï aistheterion (ice-thay-tayô-ree-on) ï very interesting term ï 

occurs only here in this form 

Á Means to apprehend, sense, perceive, as if by a fixed sense capable of such 

knowledge 

Á Lit. ñan organ of perception or senseò 

¶ As if one possessed an internal organ that was capable of knowing 

good and evil by smell, sense, sight or sound 

¶ A sixth sense ï knowing good & evil 

¶ ñto distinguish good from evilò 

o The true nature of discernment: to know good from evil 

o Discernment ï a spiritual gift ï ñdistinguishing between spiritsò 

Á To know good from evil ï without having been properly revealed such by 

natural means 

Overall: a definition of biblical ñmaturityò is given here:  those who have their powers of 

discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good from evil 

¶ This is the antithesis of the spiritual baby 
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Thus:  teaching them more about the Melchizedekian order is his desire  

o But he is unable to do so because this teaching is ñmeatò teaching not ñmilkò 

teaching 

o He is afraid that his readers ï because of their stagnation and dullness to progress 

in spiritual maturity ï will be unable to understand what he wants them to learn 

about Melchizedek 

Á They have need of spiritual maturity so they can understand these deeper 

spiritual truths 

The Solution:  Seek Maturity  

Hebrews 6:1-3 (ESV)  
1 
Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again 

a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 
2 
and of instruction about 

washings, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. 
3 
And this 

we will do if God permits.  

Leave Behind the Elements of the Law  

Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity 

This is the ñturningò point of repentance: to turn away from that which was 

¶ Leave ï Gk. aphiemi (a-feeô-ay-mee) ï to send forth ï forsake ï leave behind 

o This term is very strong ï it does not just mean to think differently about ï but to 

utterly leave behind, and move onward 

Á Mark 1:18 (ESV)  
18 

And immediately they left their nets and followed him.  

Á Mark 14:48-50 (ESV)  
48 
And Jesus said to them, ñHave you come out as against a robber, with 

swords and clubs to capture me? 
49 

Day after day I was with you in the 

temple teaching, and you did not seize me. But let the Scriptures be 

fulfilled.ò 
50 

And they all left him and fled.  

o Also translated ñforgivenò in sinful contexts: the image of sin being taken away ï 

reduced to absence ï as if it had not occurred  

o 1 Cor. 7:13 translated ñdivorceò ï to ñlet aloneò or ñforsakeò oneôs husband 

Á 1 Corinthians 7:13 (ESV)  
13 

If any woman has a husband who is an unbeliever, and he consents to 

live with her, she should not divorce (aphiemi) him.  

o Thus, the term is a term of total disconnect  

Á The ñelementary doctrines of Christò are to be abandoned, divorced, cut 

off, forsaken 

¶ ñelementaryò Gk. arche ï (ar-khayô) ï lit. ñbeginningò  

o Thus, ñelementaryò in terms of ñearlyò ï not in terms of ñrudimentaryò 

o These elementary teachings ï as will be observed shortly ï are each ñyoungò and 

incomplete Jewish doctrines which Christ brought clarity and maturity of thought 
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to.  They are OT doctrines which now have a NT light; and should be abandoned 

in their former understanding that that light can be pursued 

¶ ñdoctrineò ï Gk. logos ï (logô-os) ï ñwordò ñsayingò ñaccountò ñcommunicationò 

o ñwordò in the sense of ñthat which is saidò ï not in the sense of a representation 

of speech on paper ï or ñwritingò (the message behind the writing, in other 

words) 

¶ Christ ï Gk. christos ï (khris-tosô) ï  ñChristò ï and only ñChristò 

o But:   

Á ñChristò is Gk. translation of ñMessiahò 

Á It is used as the descriptive label of Messiah 

Á It is also used in conjunction with the name of Jesus 

Á Itôs meaning is always an affirmation of Jesusô messiahship -  

¶ Thus, understanding this message as written to Jewish audience: 

o we are to leave ñthe first (or early) word (or message) ofé Christ (or Messiah)ò  

o the message:  ñleave behind the elements of the lawò ï ñthe first words of 

Messiahò ï and go on to maturity: (with examples following) 

Á the ñearly principles of Messiahò are the milkï 

Á it is now time to discover the meat of the gospel 

Á the examples further clarify this understanding 

%ØÁÍÐÌÅÓ ÏÆ ȰÅÌÅÍÅÎÔÁÒÙ ÄÏÃÔÒÉÎÅ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȱ 

not laying again a foundation ofé 

These are the ñelementsò he desires them to repent from (leave behind) 

1. repentance from dead works  

¶ the author uses this term ñdead worksò also in chapter 9, which greatly helps to 
understand what he means here: 

¶ Hebrews 9:11-14 (ESV)  
11 

But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have 

come, then through the greater and more perfect tent ( not made with 

hands, that is, not of this creation) 
12 

he entered once for all into the holy 

places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his 

own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 
13 

For if the blood of 

goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a 

heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, 
14 

how much more will the 

blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without 

blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living 

God.  

¶ The ñdead worksò in ch. 9 are the works of the law: 

¶ Those works that could not cleanse the worshipper, but were dear to the 

habits, and worshipful memories of the Jewish audience 

¶ Those works of law are ñdeadò in that they were the ñfirst word of Christò 
(or the foreshadowing, as it is referred to in Ch. 10) 

¶ Hebrews 10:1 (ESV)  
1 
For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come 
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instead of the true form of these realities, it can never, by the same 

sacrifices that are continually offered every year, make perfect 

those who draw near.  

¶ These OT practices are ñdead worksò to be repented of  

¶ The immature Jewish believers were still stuck in that foundation of not 

repenting from them 

2. and of faith toward God,  

¶ the contrary of ñworks of lawò is that having faith toward God is the foundation 

of the gospel message 

¶ the OT taught about turning from sinful actions, but the idea of ñfaith toward 

Godò is only complete in Christ, through the gospel, by faith 

¶ the former (elementary) teachings about Messiah were that repentance was 

important 

¶ now that the New Covenant was in place, repentance was only fulfilled by 

expressing ñfaith toward Godò in Christ 

¶ John 14:6 (ESV)  
6 
Jesus said to him, ñI am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 

one comes to the Father except through me.  

¶ Acts 2:38 (ESV)  
38 
And Peter said to them, ñRepent and be baptized every one of 

you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, 

and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

3. 2 
and of instruction about washings,  

¶ Some translations say ñbaptismsò here ï this is misleading 

¶ The term here is baptismos (bap-tis-mosô) ï  

¶ Used 4 times  

¶ Translated ñwashingsò every time in KJV but here 

¶ Other examples: 

a. Mark 7:4 (ESV)  
4 
and when they come from the marketplace, they do not eat 

unless they wash. And there are many other traditions that 

they observe, such as the washing of cups and pots and 

copper vessels and dining couches.)  

b. Hebrews 9:10 (ESV)  
10 

but deal only with food and drink and various washings, 

regulations for the body imposed until the time of 

reformation.  

c. Mark 7:8 (KJV)  
8 
For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the 

tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and 

many other such like things ye do.  

¶ The tern (everywhere else) transliterated ñbaptismò ï referring to the 

outward act of immersion to signify a commitment to Christ ï is baptize 

¶ The term should be understood as ñwashingsò ï or ñceremonial washingsò to keep 

it in proper perspective 
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¶ Every Jew had a wash basin in their home for numerous ceremonial 

washings.  Such were the nature of that which were realized, replaced, and 

to be rendered unnecessary now that Christ had come. 

¶ These washings were rules of the Levitical Priesthood ï built upon 

scripture, but not required 

¶ Christ himself had been rebuked for not following these traditional 

washings: 

¶ Mark 7:1 -7 (ESV)  
1 
Now when the Pharisees gathered to him, with some of the 

scribes who had come from Jerusalem, 
2 
they saw that some of his 

disciples ate with hands that were defiled, that is, unwashed. 
3 
(For 

the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they wash their 

hands, holding to the tradition of the elders, 
4 
and when they come 

from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash. And there 

are many other traditions that they observe, such as the washing of 

cups and pots and copper vessels and dining couches.) 
5 
And the 

Pharisees and the scribes asked him, ñWhy do your disciples not 

walk according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled 

hands?ò 
6 
And he said to them, ñWell did Isaiah prophesy of you 

hypocrites, as it is written, ñ óThis people honors me with their 

lips, but their heart is far from me; 
7 
in vain do they worship me, 

teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.ô  

¶ This, the Jewish audience was still stuck in ñthe foundationò of the old rut- 

worrying about such doctrines and not moving on to maturity. 

4. the laying on of hands,  

¶ Again, this is deceptive, as it relates to the Old Testament way of doing things.  

This is not speaking of the apostolic practices of laying on of hands for prayer, 

impartation of the Holy Spirit, or for healing.  This refers to the ñelementaryò or 

ñearlierò practices. 

¶ In OT, laying on of hands was sacerdotal: the act of a priest attributing the sin of a 

worshipper onto a worthy sacrifice 

¶ Exodus 29:10 (ESV)  
10 
ñThen you shall bring the bull before the tent of meeting. Aaron and his 

sons shall lay their hands on the head of the bull.  

¶ Leviticus 1:4 (ESV)  
4 
He shall lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it shall be 

accepted for him to make atonement for him.  

¶ Leviticus 16:21 (ESV)  
21 

And Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, and 

confess over it all the iniquities of the people of Israel, and all their 

transgressions, all their sins. And he shall put them on the head of the goat 

and send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a man who is in 

readiness.  

¶ This laying on of hands ï for the remission of sins ï was a foregone practice: 

Christ, having fulfilled the law completely, required no such priestly act to impart 

the forgiveness of sins to the worshipper 
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5. the resurrection of the dead,  

¶ While the resurrection of the dead should have been settled by Old Testament 

doctrines, there were holes in the OT understanding of it that were very divisive 

in Jewish life. 

¶ Pharisees (believing in resurrection and Sadducees (not believing in 

resurrection) argued over such 

¶ OT doctrines in resurrection were not as clear as NT teachings were 

¶ Some Jewish believers still battled with their former allegiances concerning these 

issues. 

¶ Christ, however, had made the answers to such issues plain: 

¶ John 11:25 (ESV)  
25 
Jesus said to her, ñI am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes 

in me, though he die, yet shall he live,  

¶ Matthew 22:31-32 (ESV)  
31 

And as for the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was said 

to you by God: 
32 
óI am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the 

God of Jacobô? He is not God of the dead, but of the living.ò  

¶ As did the apostles: 

¶ 1 Corinthians 15:12-14 (NIV)  
12 

But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can 

some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 
13 

If there is no 

resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 
14 

And if 

Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.  

6. and eternal judgment. 

¶ Likewise, the OT was limited in its teachings concerning eternal judgment. 

¶ OT theology speaks of a righteous, and unrighteous side of Sheol 

¶ But does not speak of the lake of fire 

¶ The eternality of such (though it is implied strongly in OT) 

In each of these cases, the Jewish audience was not progressing to maturity, but was ñstuckò in 

this old doctrinal rut (ñnot laying again the foundation oféò) of the ñthe first (or early) word (or 

message) ofé Christ (or Messiah)ò 

They were still marinating in the doctrinal elements of NT theology; more than anything, failing 

to get beyond their Jewish roots, Jewish doctrines, and OT theological concepts. 

As such, they were still on milk ï not solid food ï and were not ready for the advanced 

teachings.   

Heb 6 1-3 is a call for them to move onward to maturity. 

Turn Toward a Mature Faith  

Hebrews 6:1 (ESV)  
Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again a 

foundation of:  (six examples) 

3 
And this we will do if God permits. 
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¶ V3 can be interpreted two ways: 

o ñthis we will doò (I will teach you [you+me=we]) if God permits 

o ñthis we will doò (Iôll go to maturity with you) if God permits 

Á The principle here with either understanding, being Godôs sovereignty: 

¶ God himself equips for salvation, for maturity, for development 

and growth 

o 2 Corinthians 3:5 (NIV)  
5 
Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything 

for ourselves, but our competence comes from God.  

o John 6:44 (NIV)  
44 

"No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me 

draws him, and I will raise him up at the last day.  

The Impossibility of Repentance from Apostasy  

Hebrews 6:4-6 (ESV)  
4 
For it is impossible, in the case of those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the 

heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, 
5 
and have tasted the goodness of the word of 

God and the powers of the age to come, 
6 
and then have fallen away, to restore them again to 

repentance, since they are crucifying once again the Son of God to their own harm and holding 

him up to contempt.  

Context: 

V4 ï ñforò 

¶ Gk. gar; A primary particle assigning reason in an argument 

o Thus, the following is connected in explanatory fashion to the former 

o For is connected to: 

Á 5:11 ñyou have become dull of hearingò 

Á 5:12 ñthough by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to 

teach you again the basic principles of the oracles of Godò 

Á 6:1 ñtherefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to 
maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead worksò 

Á 6:2 ñinstruction about washings, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of 

the dead, eternal judgmentò 

o Now: hereôs the reason: 

Á For it is impossibleé 

Subject: 

The subject of this paragraph (what [or who] are we talking about) is found in verse 4b through 

6a: 

those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the 

Holy Spirit, 
5 
and have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to come, 

6 
and then have fallen away 
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The nature of the subject: people described in terms that can refer to believers ï or to those who 

are in the process of belief - as of yet lacking the full fruition of faith 

People who ï 

¶ have once been enlightened,  

o ñenlightenedò  

Á Gk. photizo (fo-tidô-zo) ï ñto give light toò ñto bring to lightò ñto have 

light shinedò (literal or figurative) 

Á This refers to spiritual illumination: those who see the truth- and who 

know the truth they have seen  

¶ This is the opposite of those who are blind and do not see 

¶ This is those who do see ï they have comprehended the gospel 

message ï they know who Christ is 

¶ who have tasted the heavenly gift,  

o ñtastedò 

Á Gk. geuomai (ghyooô-om-ahee) ñto eatò ñto tasteò  Fig: ñto have 

experiencedò 

Á Difficult term for this text: 

¶ It can mean ñtasted ï but not eatenò such as in Matt 27 

o Matthew 27:34 (ESV)  
34 

they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when 

he tasted it, he would not drink it.  

¶ It can also mean ñtastedò in the full sense of experiencing 
something, such as in Heb. 2 

o Hebrews 2:9 (ESV)  
9 
But we see him who for a little while was made lower than 

the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor 

because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of 

God he might taste death for everyone.  

¶ It is used in conjunction with salvation as an introductory moment 

of understanding; yet short of salvific experience: 

o 1 Peter 2:2-3 (ESV)  
2 
Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that 

by it you may grow up into salvationð 
3 
if indeed you have 

tasted that the Lord is good.  

Á Similarly here, we speak of those who are in need 

of spiritual milk ï not solid food ï 

Á Peterôs expression of ñtasteò was for those who had 
partaken of the Lordôs goodness ïyet still needed to 

ñgrow up into salvationò ï as if their faith 

commitment were not complete 

o ñheavenly giftò 

Á Referring to grace; the calling of the Holy Spirit (mentioned next) 

¶ have shared in the Holy Spirit,  

o ñsharedò 

Á Gk. metochos (metô-okh-os) ï ñpartaker ofò ñpartner withò ña sharerò 
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Á Certainly this term is used as a term for those who know the Lord 

intimately ï those who are redeemed and have the gift of the Holy Spirit 

¶ Hebrews 3:1 (ESV)  
1 
Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, 

consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our confession,  

Á The term is also used in 3:14 to denote a future proof which is subject to 

remaining faithful 

¶ Hebrews 3:14 (ESV)  
14 

For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our 

original confidence firm to the end.  

o ñin the Holy Spiritò 

Á The question is: What does ñsharedò in the Holy Spirit refer to? 

¶ The obvious answer is ñthose who receive salvation.ò  They 

receive the Holy Spirit and ñpartakeò with Him personally. 

¶ Another possible answer is that men share in the Holy Spirit when 

the Spirit reveals the truth to them; separate from salvation, and 

within the ability of personal rejection. 

o (tantamount to one who ñhearsò the Spirit ï believes the 

gospel ï but does not follow through)  

o These ñshare in the Holy Spiritò in that they hear Him- but 

not in that they receive him 

¶ have tasted the goodness of the word of God  

o again, Gk. geuomai (ghyooô-om-ahee) ñto eatò ñto tasteò  Fig: ñto have 

experiencedò 

Á just as one may have tasted the Heavenly Gift, here one tastes ñthe 
goodness of the word of Godò 

Á again, debate abounds: 

¶ this may refer to those who consume the word ï believe, receive, 

follow through ï those who are saved 

¶ this may refer to those who ñtasteò as Jesus tasted the wine vinegar 
ï and then reject it 

o ñword of Godò 

Á ñwordò is rhema, not logos (which is the usual term for Godôs word) 

¶ Logos refers to the message ï the meaning of that which is spoken 

¶ Rhema refers to ñthe sayingò itself ï ñthe spoken Wordò as 

opposed to ñthe Word which was spokenò 

o Rhema refers to ñparts ofò the whole of Godôs testimony ï 

in the form of preaching, teaching, writings 

Á Thus, that which was tasted is not the goodness of necessarily the message 

itself, but the goodness of the spoken word  

¶ and (have tasted the goodness of) the powers of the age to come,  

o the verb is inherited from the previous phrase: ñtasted the goodness of the word of 
God ï and ï the goodness of the powers of the age to come.ò 

Á Referring to the powers of the Messianic kingdom; that power of Christ 

permeating the creation in supremacy 



68 | P a g e 

 

Á This would then refer to those who have seen the miracle-working types of 

powers indicative of Christôs coming kingdom 

¶ These have not only heard ï they have seen the power of the word 

of God 

¶ 6 
and then have fallen away 

o (and then have) 

Á The tense of ñfallen awayò is actually aorist.  The aorist tense refers to ñat 
some point in timeò events ï and is not concerned with the actual timing 

Á Some translations say ñhave fallen awayò ï others, ñif they fall awayò ï 

still others ñthen fall awayò 

¶ Neither do damage to the point: that those who had all of the 

spiritual insight above ï at some point in time ñfall awayò 

o ñfallen awayò 

Á Gk. parapipto (par-ap-ipô-to) ñfall asideò ñfall awayò or ñapostatizeò 

¶ Para (par-ahô) ï ñofò or ñwithò or ñfromò 

¶ Pipto (pipô-to) ï ñfallò or ñfall downò (figurative in this context)  

Á This term is used only here in Heb. 6 

¶ However, the term carries the same definition as the earlier 

warnings of Hebrews: 

o Warning 1:  Hebrews 2:1-3a (ESV)  
1 
Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we 

have heard, lest we drift away from it. 

o Warning 2:  Hebrews 3:12-14 (ESV)  
12 

Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, 

unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living 

God. 
13 

But exhort one another every day, as long as it is 

called ñtoday,ò that none of you may be hardened by the 

deceitfulness of sin. 
14 

For we have come to share in Christ, 

if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end.  

Á  ñfall awayò ï aphistemi (a-fistô-ay-mee) ï  

ñapostatizeò  

o Warning 3: this warning 

¶ Thus, this warning, as the others, is concerned with apostasy; falling away from the truth 

one has heard, known, believed (but arguably not fully accepted) 

o Consider the parable of the sower: 

Á Matthew 13:3-8 (ESV)  
3 
And he told them many things in parables, saying: ñA sower went out to 

sow. 
4 
And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came 

and devoured them. 
5 
Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did 

not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no 

depth of soil, 
6 
but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they 

had no root, they withered away. 
7 
Other seeds fell among thorns, and the 

thorns grew up and choked them. 
8 
Other seeds fell on good soil and 

produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.  

Á Matthew 13:18-23 (ESV)  
18 
ñHear then the parable of the sower: 

19 
When anyone hears the word of 
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the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches 

away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the 

path. 
20 

As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy, 
21 

yet he has no root in 

himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution 

arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. 
22 

As for what 

was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares 

of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves 

unfruitful. 
23 

As for what was sown on good soilé 

¶ ñfalls awayò ï Gk. skandalizo (scan-dal-idô-zo) ï  

o The very nature of apostasy ï which this warning refers ï is to be on the right 

path, and to fall away. 

The Compliment  

(or, ñwhat is being saidò about what is being discussed) 

They cannot be restored to repentance  

Hebrews 6:4-6 (ESV)  
4 
For it is impossible, (for those discussed above, who then have fallen away) to restore them again to 

repentance, since they are crucifying once again the Son of God to their own harm and holding him up to 

contempt.  

¶ ñIt is impossibleéto restore them again to repentanceò 

o ñimpossibleò ï Gk. adynatos (ad-ooô-nat-os) ï a compound a + dunatos 

Á a ï a privative ï turns a term into itôs antithesis  

Á dunatos- ñpossibleò ñableò ï having the power or ability to do something 

Á term used in these texts: 

¶ Hebrews 6:18 (ESV)  
18 

so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for 

God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have strong 

encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us.  

¶ Hebrews 10:4 (ESV)  
4 
For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away 

sins.  

¶ Hebrews 11:6 (ESV)  
6 
And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever 

would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he 

rewards those who seek him.  

¶  

Á This term ï quite simply ï means ñimpossibleò 

¶ Some present that it means ñimprobableò or ñdifficultò but this is 

not the meaning of the term. 

o It is not ñdifficultò for God to lie ï but impossible 

o It is not ñdifficultò for the blood of bulls & goats to take 
away sin ï it is impossible 
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o it is not ñdifficultò to please God without faith ï it is 

impossible 

Á In the Greek, this is the first term in the sentence; indicating it as a 

foundational term of the overall thought 

o ñrestoreò anakainizo (an-ak-ahee-needô-zo) used only here 

Á Ana ï a primary preposition (by, in, through) ï indicates repetition when 

used as a prefix in compound terms 

Á Kainos ï new ï in the sense of freshness, cleanliness or purity 

¶ (as opposed to neos ï which is ñnewò in the sense of age) 

o ñrepentanceò metanoia (met-anô-oy-ah) (the noun) the subject of repentance ï to 

turn ï to have a change of mind  

Á Metanoeo (the verb) turning ï changing of oneôs mind ï the same essence 

in verb form 

Whatever may be unclear about this sentence (verses 4-6) it is crystal clear that the people being 

discussed (the subject) absolutely can not repent once they have turned away ï or apostatized.  

This lack of ability to repent from such turning away is the main point of the whole sentence.  It 

is the central focus of the text:   

 It is impossible (for those of the subject) to restore them again to repentance. 

¶ This text, heralded by some as a good Arminian argument, is actually a very poor 

one. 

o Arminianism teaches that one can lose their salvation ï then regain it ï then 

lose it ï then regain it 

o People who utilize this text as an Arminian argument do so under the 

consideration that: 

Á The subject of the text refers to born again believers 

Á The ñfalling awayò refers to the loss of oneôs salvation 

Á Yet, they do not give proper understanding to the very clear assertion 

that of those who fall away, it is impossible to restore them again to 

repentance. 

¶ In this case, salvation is a once for all ï or not at all ï  

¶ It is not a enter, exit and re-enter type of opportunity 

The Reason: 

Hebrews 6:6 (ESV)  
6 
and then have fallen away, to restore them again to repentance, since they are crucifying once 

again the Son of God to their own harm and holding him up to contempt.  

¶ ñcrucifying once againò ï anastauroo (an-as-stah-roô-oh)  

o Ana ï as noted above: a primary preposition (by, in, through) ï indicates 

repetition when used as a prefix in compound terms 

o Stauroo ï crucify (all 46 terms) ï the Roman crucifixion term, very clearly 

o Thus: 

Á This is a singular compound term meaning: ñre-crucifyò  
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¶ If we ñrestoreò anakainizo (an-ak-ahee-needô-zo) one who has 

been given full light ï then turns away 

¶ We must ñrecrucifyò anastauroo (an-as-stah-roô-oh) Christ to 

accomplish his repentance! 

o The indication is that the apostate ï having received full 

revelation prior ï has used up all grace given to him; 

having walked away from it, and turned to something else 

Thus:. 

We have a continued call to endurance and confidence to the saints in Hebrews.  They are called 

to keep their faith secure, that they not be one who falls away: 

Hebrews 3:6 (ESV)  
6 
but Christ is faithful over Godôs house as a son. And we are his house if indeed we hold fast our 

confidence and our boasting in our hope.  

Hebrews 10:23 (ESV)  
23 

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.  

Hebrews 10:35-36 (ESV)  
35 

Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. 
36 

For you have need 

of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may receive what is promised.  

He who falls away, according to the same treatment of the subject in Hebrews, was never one of 

us: 

Hebrews 3:14 (ESV)  
14 

For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end.  

Similarly, John concludes: 

1 John 2:19 (ESV)  
19 

They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have 

continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us.  

And Paul notes: 

1 Corinthians 11:19 (ESV)  
19 

for there must be factions among you in order that those who are genuine among you may be 

recognized.  

The Illustration:  

Hebrews 6:7-8 (ESV)  
7 
For land that has drunk the rain that often falls on it, and produces a crop useful to those for 

whose sake it is cultivated, receives a blessing from God. 
8 
But if it bears thorns and thistles, it is 

worthless and near to being cursed, and its end is to be burned.  

¶ The rains fall: 

o Land that produces a useful crop ï receive blessings 
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o Land that produces thorns and thistles ï is burned 

¶ This is the application of the Word being given to the church: 

o Those (land) who produce a crop (are matured, discipled, productive in Christ) are 

blessed (redeemed) 

o Those who bear thorns and thistles (the apostate) ï is worthless ï and burned  

Reassurance to the Believers  

Hebrews 6:9-12 (ESV)  
9 
Though we speak in this way, yet in your case, beloved, we feel sure of better thingsðthings that 

belong to salvation. 
10 

For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you 

have shown for his name in serving the saints, as you still do. 
11 

And we desire each one of you to 

show the same earnestness to have the full assurance of hope until the end, 
12 

so that you may not 

be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.  

ñThough we speak in this wayò 

¶ About apostasy ï the condemnation of he who falls away ï the impossibility of one who 

has been fully enlightened, and then falls away, to be brought back to repentance 

ñyet in your case, belovedò 

¶ ñin your caseò 

o He sets up an alternative scenario for his listeners 

Á While he warns them not to turn away, he also notes his assurance that 

they wonôt turn away 

¶ ñbelovedò 

o This term is always used of believers throughout scripture 

o (noted in book introduction) 

we feel sure of better thingsðthings that belong to salvation. 

¶ ñwe feel sure of better thingsò 

o Than the destruction awaiting those irreconcilable apostates 

o ñsureò ï pitho (piô-tho) ï ñpersuadedò ñhaving confidenceò ñbe assuredò 

Á Not tantamount to ñfaithò ï having a ñcertainty of things not seenò (Ch. 

11:1) ï but a personal confidence ï a personal belief and hope 

Á This hope is based on observable facts (the author will delve into next) 

¶ ñthings that belong to salvationò 

o Bringing his argument back to the listener: 

Á The antithesis of an apostate, having full light but rejecting Christ, is the 

young believer (who is dull, ill equipped, and immature in their faith ï but 

ï ) demonstrating ñthings that belong to salvationò 

10 
For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you have shown for his name in 

serving the saints, as you still do. 

¶ ñGod is not unjust so as to overlookò (these ñthings that belong to salvationò) 
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o God sees ï he will not forget ï he is not fooled ï he is not unjust 

o The essence here, is that God knows ï as the author hopes ï that the fruit of the 

labors of his audience are evidence of salvation ï not of apostasy 

¶ The ñthings that belong to salvationò listed: 

o ñyour wokò 

o ñthe love that you have shown for his nameò 

o ñserving the saintsò (formerly) 

o ñas you still doò (a present continuation of service to the saints) 

¶ Each of these items ï the author notes ï are evidences of salvation rather than apostasy 

The Argument Brought Full Circle:  

11 
And we desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to have the full assurance of hope 

until the end, 
12 

so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and 

patience inherit the promises.  

Each one of youéshow the same earnestness to have the full assurance of hope until the end 

¶ ñshow the same earnestnessò 

o Either means  

Á ñthe sameò as something in the context (which makes no sense) 

Á Or ñthe sameò as in ñhaving a common earnestnessò (which makes sense) 

¶ Thus, the call seems to be that they would be of an equal spiritual 

maturity and desire 

¶ ñto have the full assurance of hope until the endò refers back to 3:14: 

o Hebrews 3:14 (ESV)  
14 

For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence 

firm to the end.  

o Thus, in his encouragement ï that they possess ñthings that belong to salvationò  

Á He inspires them again to hold onto their confidence:  

¶ (ñyouôre doing good ï hang onto that ï donôt turn aside like the 

apostateò) 

12 
so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the 

promises. 

¶ This calling is what started the entire parenthetical warning: 

o Hebrews 5:11-14 (ESV)  
11 

About this we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have 

become dull of hearing. 
12 

For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you 

need someone to teach you again the basic principles of the oracles of God. You 

need milk, not solid food, 
13 

for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the 

word of righteousness, since he is a child. 
14 

But solid food is for the mature, for 

those who have their powers of discernment trained by constant practice to 

distinguish good from evil.  

o Hebrews 6:1-3 (ESV)  
1 
Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, 
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not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward 

God, 
2 
and of instruction about washings, the laying on of hands, the resurrection 

of the dead, and eternal judgment. 
3 
And this we will do if God permits.  

¶ The calling to ñnot be sluggishò is the antithesis of ñyou have become dull of hearingò 

o Those who ñought to be teachersò are those who are ñdull of hearingò ï need to 

not be sluggish 

Á But (rather)é 

o ñimitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promisesò 

Á Or ï ñimitators of thoseò who will endure to the end  

4ÈÅ #ÅÒÔÁÉÎÔÙ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ 0ÒÏÍÉÓÅ 

The ñpromiseò noted here to Abraham is following up the note in v12 to be ñimitators of those 

who through faith and patience inherit the promises.ò 

He them demonstrates the certainty of Godôs promises in this section. 

4ÈÅ %ØÁÍÐÌÅȡ  'ÏÄȭÓ 0ÒÏÍÉÓÅ ÔÏ !ÂÒÁÈÁÍ 

Hebrews 6:13-18 (ESV)  
13 

For when God made a promise to Abraham, since he had no one greater by whom to swear, he 

swore by himself, 
14 
saying, ñSurely I will bless you and multiply you.ò 

15 
And thus Abraham, 

having patiently waited, obtained the promise. 
16 

For people swear by something greater than 

themselves, and in all their disputes an oath is final for confirmation. 
17 

So when God desired to 

show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he 

guaranteed it with an oath, 
18 

so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for 

God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope 

set before us.  

13 
For when God made a promise to Abraham 

¶ Godôs promises to Abraham concerned  1) a future offspring (Christ) and  2) a nation by 
which the world would be blessed: 

o A unique offspring: (Christ) 

Á Genesis 12:7 (ESV)  
7 
Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, ñTo your offspring I will 

give this land.ò So he built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared 

to him.  

Á Gal. 3 confirms this refers to Christ ï not the nation ï a ñuniqueò and 

ñsingularò seed 

¶ Galatians 3:16 (ESV)  
16 

Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It 

does not say, ñAnd to offsprings,ò referring to many, but referring 

to one, ñAnd to your offspring,ò who is Christ.  

o A great nation 

Á Genesis 12:2 (ESV)  
2 
And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your 

name great, so that you will be a blessing.  
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¶ These promises represent the establishment of a people (Israel) and a Messiah (Jesus) 

who would redeem them 

since he had no one greater by whom to swear, he swore by himself 

¶ Background:   

o It was common in ancient times for one to offer an oath by something greater 

them oneself.  Such an oath was the final and ultimate affirmation of the truth of 

the utterance: as if to accredit the power and/or integrity of that which is sworn by 

to the swearer 

Á i.e. ñI swear to Godò  

Á or, our own oaths in a court of law ï ñI swear to tell the truthé so help me 

Godò ï is, in effect, a ñswear to Godò 

¶ in such cases, one is attempting to borrow from Godôs integrity in 
an attempt to strengthen their resolve and confidence in their oath 

¶ Smithôs Bible Dictionary notes it as ñan ultimate appeal to divine 
authority to ratify an assertion.ò 

o Inherent in an oath is this position:  A person making such an oath was invoking a 

curse upon themselves ï payable by that which they swore by ï if they were 

lying. 

Á Exodus 22:10-11 (ESV)  
10 
ñIf a man gives to his neighbor a donkey or an ox or a sheep or any 

beast to keep safe, and it dies or is injured or is driven away, without 

anyone seeing it, 
11 

an oath by the LORD shall be between them both to 

see whether or not he has put his hand to his neighborôs property. The 

owner shall accept the oath, and he shall not make restitution.  

 

o For the record:  Jesus told us not to make such oaths of our own accord: 

Á Matthew 5:34-37 (ESV)  
34 

But I say to you, Do not take an oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the 

throne of God, 
35 

or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, 

for it is the city of the great King. 
36 

And do not take an oath by your head, 

for you cannot make one hair white or black. 
37 

Let what you say be simply 

óYesô or óNoô; anything more than this comes from evil.  

¶ The point of Heb. 6:13 is that God had nothing higher than himself that he could have 

sworn to, so he added an oath (to his promise) based upon his own credentials 

¶ ñswearò and ñsworeò 

o Gk. omnyo (om-nooô-o) ñto swearò or ñtake an oathò ï such as noted above, 

where one calls on the integrity and/or authority of something higher than oneself 

to lend credence to his affirmation 

¶ ñpromiseò 

o Gk. epangellomai (ep-ang-elô-lo-mahee) ï to announce, to assert something, make 

a profession  

o Compound term: 

Á Epi (ep-eeô) ï a preposition assigning time, place or order to 
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Á Angelos (angô-el-os) ï ñmessengerò or ñangelò ï one who delivers a 

message 

Á Combined, epangellomai refers to ña proclamation of a message toò 

¶ ñpromise and swearò are very different thoughts 

o A promise is merely the assertion of a message 

o To swear is to inject additional weight and credence into the assertion 

14 
saying, ñSurely I will bless you and multiply you.ò 

¶ The contents of the promise ï from Gen 12 (noted above) 

15 
And thus Abraham, having patiently waited, obtained the promise. 

¶ ñhaving waited patientlyò 

o Sarah was barren 

o 25 years passed before Isaac was born 

o In the meantime, Sarah gave Hagar to Abraham 

Á Hagar bore Ishmael, who was not the son of the promise 

o Four years later Isaac born to Abraham & Sarah 

16 
For people swear by something greater than themselves, and in all their disputes an oath is final for 

confirmation. 

¶ As noted in v.13, God had nothing greater than himself to swear by 

¶ ñan oath is final for confirmationò 

o The oath is the final and ultimate confirmation of statement, so that no further 

argument can be added 

o Thus, once an oath is made on the subject, there can be no change to the 

testimony 

¶ God spoke on his own testimony ï and his own authority ï as there is no higher name for 

him to invoke 

17 
So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character 

of his purpose, he guaranteed it with an oath, 

¶ God spoke a promise in Gen 12 ï  

¶ He reaffirmed it with a guarantee in Gen 17 

o Genesis 17:21 (ESV)  
21 

But I will establish my covenant with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at 

this time next year.ò  

¶  * I do not see the term ñoath,ò nor anything similar in the rest of the story; though I do 

see the guarantee (óat this time next yearô).  I trust the authorôs assertion in Hebrews, but 

possibly not every fact is disclosed in the Genesis account. 

18 
so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge 

might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us.  

¶ ñthat by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lieò 
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o Both things (the original promise and the oath) are unchangeable 

Á The promise is unchangeable by merit of Godôs word having spoken it ï 

God is unable to lie 

Á The oath was added (as noted above in v 17) that God may ñshow more 
convincinglyò his Word to be true ï yet it was not required, for Godôs 

Word is true of its own accord 

¶ ñwe who have fled for refugeò 

o Remember:  many of these being written to are being persecuted for their faith 

o ñfled for refugeò refers to their trusting of God to keep his promise to redeem 
them  

¶ ñmight have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before usò 

o This ñhopeò is that of the context:  the hope of their salvation ï that God can 

preserve them in their trials ï that he can mature them in their faith ï that he can 

keep them until the end 

Á Hebrews 4:14 (ESV)  
14 

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the 

heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.  

Á Hebrews 5:7 (ESV)  
7 
In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with 

loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he 

was heard because of his reverence.  

Á Hebrews 6:1 (ESV)  
1 
Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to 

maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works 

and of faith toward God,  

Á Hebrews 6:11-12 (ESV)  
11 

And we desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to have the 

full assurance of hope until the end, 
12 

so that you may not be sluggish, but 

imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.  

The Confirmation  of That Hope: #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ &ÕÌÆÉÌÌÍÅÎÔ of the Law 

Hebrews 6:19-20 (ESV)  
19 

We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place 

behind the curtain, 
20 

where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high 

priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.  

We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul 

¶ That which keeps one from falling (v4-6) 

¶ As an anchor holds a ship from being tossed by the seas, the soul is anchored by this 

knowledge:  (that Godôs Word is trustworthy) 

a hope that enters into the inner place behind the curtain, 

¶ The Holy of Holies 

o Where application of blood for our sins was placed 
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20 
where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest forever after the 

order of Melchizedek.  

¶ ñwhere Jesus has goneò  

o much more on this later in the work; here he introduces the subject matter of 

much of the remainder of his work: that Jesus fulfilled the law by placing a ñonce 

and for allò sacrifice of his own blood in the Holy of Holies 

¶ ñforerunnerò ï the idea of one who scouts out territory before other arrive 

o Jesus, having approached God directly ï face to face ï in the HofH ï is the 

predecessor of the journey we all now can make  

Á Hebrews 10:19-22 (ESV)  
19 

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places 

by the blood of Jesus, 
20 

by the new and living way that he opened for us 

through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 
21 

and since we have a great 

priest over the house of God, 
22 

let us draw near with a true heart in full 

assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience 

and our bodies washed with pure water.  

¶ ñhaving become a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedekò 

o Now, having come full circle, the author returns us to where he left off in Ch. 5 

(before this parenthetical warning & encouragement to stand firm in our hope) 

Á Hebrews 5:9-12 (ESV)  
9 
And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all 

who obey him, 
10 

being designated by God a high priest after the order of 

Melchizedek. 
11 

About this we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, 

since you have become dull of hearing. 
12 

For though by this time you 

ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the basic 

principles of the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food,  

Christ and the Order of Melchizedek   

Note: 

The understanding of the Melchizedekian priesthood of Christ is for the mature in the faith.   

¶ The author took note of Melchizedek in ch 5 

¶ He noted the difficulty of explaining it due to the dullness of the people (who needed 

mile, not solid food) 

¶ He spent chapter six encouraging them to pursue maturity in their faith 

o He spoke of not returning to debate the minutia of the elementary things (v. 1-3) 

o He noted the impossibility of returning to repentance for the apostate who is fully 

enlightened and turns away (v. 4-8) 

o No encouraged them that he was confident of their salvation (v 9-12) 

o He noted the certainty of God to keep his promises to Abraham (v. 13-18) 

o He noted Christôs application of blood behind the curtain (of the Temple) where 

he represented us as ña priest in the order of Melchizedekò  

Á Thus, we have come full circle 
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¶ He will now explain how Christ is a priest in the order of Melchizedek ï and what that 

means to us 

Historical Background:  Melchizedek  

There are two NT texts which speak of Melchizedek: 

Genesis 14:14-20 (ESV)  
14 

When Abram heard that his kinsman had been taken captive, he led forth his trained men, born 

in his house, 318 of them, and went in pursuit as far as Dan. 
15 

And he divided his forces against 

them by night, he and his servants, and defeated them and pursued them to Hobah, north of 

Damascus. 
16 

Then he brought back all the possessions, and also brought back his kinsman Lot 

with his possessions, and the women and the people. 
17 

After his return from the defeat of 

Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the 

Valley of Shaveh (that is, the Kingôs Valley). 
18 

And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread 

and wine. (He was priest of God Most High.) 
19 
And he blessed him and said, ñBlessed be Abram 

by God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; 
20 

and blessed be God Most High, who has 

delivered your enemies into your hand!ò And Abram gave him a tenth of everything.  

The second mention is a mere reference ï stating the same sentiment as, and being quoted by the 

book of Hebrews: 

Psalm 110:4 (ESV)  
4 
The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind, ñYou are a priest forever after the order of 

Melchizedek.ò  

Notes on Melchizedek: 

¶ He appears and disappears suddenly ï without knowledge 

o We do not know of his family 

o There are no records of birth, death, life works ï other than the mentions above 

¶ He was a priest-king  

o V18 calls him ñking of Salemò  

Á Salem is Jerusalem ï before it was named such 

¶ Josephus notes such in Antiquities 

¶ Psalm 76:2 (ESV) confirms it: 
2 
His abode has been established in Salem, his dwelling place in 

Zion.  

o V18 further notes ñhe was priest of God Most Highò 

Á This term is el elyon (God Most High) ï used only of the true God of 

Israel 

¶ He was acknowledged by Abram 

o Abram gave him 1/10
th
 of his spoils of war 

o This is understood by most to be a tithe reference ï though the law of the tithe had 

not yet been instituted 

Á It is possible that the practice preceded the law  

¶ As was the case of the first-born rights, & numerous others  

¶ He is acknowledged by the author of Hebrews 
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o From essentially one historic reference, he will make extensive comparisons and 

references 

Melchizedek  as a Type of Christ  

Christ as a priest ñin the order ofò Melchizedek is a reference that identifies Melchizedek as a 

ñtypeò of Christ 

Type:  (typology) an OT person, practice, ceremony, etc. that has a counterpart (antitype) in the 

NT which it sheds light on, refers to, or pre-dates. 

¶ Types illuminate some aspect of the antitype ï sometimes multiple aspects, sometimes 

only one 

¶ Types are foreshadowing, illustrative pictures of that which will follow at a later time as a 

fulfillment of them. 

¶ Examples in the book of Hebrews: 

o The sacrificial animals in the OT were types Christ ï who was to come fulfill the 

requirements of that system 

o The Temple was a type of Godôs throne in Heaven (more on that in this very 
book) 

o Melchizedek was a type of Christ ï a priest-king ï apart from the law ï etc. 

Hebrews 7:1-3 (ESV)  
1 
For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham returning from 

the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 
2 
and to him Abraham apportioned a tenth part of 

everything. He is first, by translation of his name, king of righteousness, and then he is also king 

of Salem, that is, king of peace. 
3 
He is without father or mother or genealogy, having neither 

beginning of days nor end of life, but resembling the Son of God he continues a priest forever.  

1 
For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God 

1. Melchizedek  ɀ like Christ  ɀwas a priest -king  

o As noted earlier in Gen. 14: 

Á V18 calls him ñking of Salemò (Jerusalem) 

Á V18 further notes ñhe was priest of God Most Highò 

o His name (looked at later) demonstrates him as both righteous and peaceful in his 

office as King and Priest 

Á Christôs messianic kingdom will likewise exhibit those qualities 

o The law of Moses required priests to come from the tribe of Levi (through Aaron) 

and kings to come from Judah 

Á Thus, to be priest-king requires such an office to be granted outside of the 

law of Moses 

¶ Melchizedek was both ï because he predated the law of Moses 

¶ Christ is both ï because he fulfilled and thus postdated the law of 

Moses 

o He came as priest ï fulfilled the law 

o He will return as King ï outside of the lawôs requirements 
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(Melchizedek) met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 

2. Melchizedek blessed Abraham (as priest) as Christ blesses Abraham (as Messiah)  

o Such blessing of Abraham was Godôs original promise: 

Á Genesis 12:3 (ESV)  
3 
I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, 

and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.ò  

o More on this later 

2 
and to him Abraham apportioned a tenth part of everything. He is first, by translation of his name, king 

of righteousness, and then he is also king of Salem, that is, king of peace. 

3. Melchizedek received tithes from Abraham  

o The point of this will be expanded in vs. 4-5 

o Suffice it to say for now:  the giving of tithes is a demonstration of the superiority 

of the office of Melchizedek ï  

Á By giving to Melchizedek, Abram recognized his status as priest 

o That status was noted in the second half of the verse: He is first, by translation of 

his name, king of righteousness, and then he is also king of Salem, that is, king of 

peace. 

Á ñby translation of his nameò ï what the names actually mean have purpose 

according to the author  

¶ Melchizedek means ñKing of righteousnessò 

¶ Salem means ñpeaceò 

3 
He is without father or mother or genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but 

resembling the Son of God he continues a priest forever. 

4. Melchizedek was an Independent Priest  

o ñwithout father or motherò indicates that he was not brought into the priesthood as 
a result of birth 

Á There is nothing known of his ancestry 

Á The point is not that his ancestry was unknown ï but that his ancestry was 

not important 

¶ He ï once again ï was a priest outside of the law of Moses 

o The law required ancestral proof of his priestly office 

o Godôs unique calling on him ï prior to the law ï did not 

require such 

o Likewise ï Christ was an independent priest 

Á He did not come from a priestly lineage ï 

¶ He was of the tribe of Judah ï the tribe of Kings (as was 

prophesied) 

Á He was a priest after the order of Melchizedek in that he was a priest 

outside of the requirements of the law 

o (without father or mother) ñor genealogyò 
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Á This speaks to a birth-record which would assure potential to serve as a 

priest 

Á Such usage of birth records is noted in Ezra: 

¶ Ezra 2:61-62 (ESV)  
61 

Also, of the sons of the priests: the sons of Habaiah, the sons of 

Hakkoz, and the sons of Barzillai (who had taken a wife from the 

daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite, and was called by their 

name). 
62 

These sought their registration among those enrolled in 

the genealogies, but they were not found there, and so they were 

excluded from the priesthood as unclean.  

¶   Without a record of birth, a man was excluded from the 

priesthood. 

o Like Melchizedek, Christ was priest ï in spite of lineage 

5. The Melchizedeki an priesthood was not time -bound  

having neither beginning of days nor end of life 

o Priestly offices of the Levitical Priesthood had specific start and end at which 

point one would have been succeeded by another 

Á Numbers 8:23-24 (ESV)  
23 

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
24 
ñThis applies to the Levites: 

from twenty-five years old and upward they shall come to do duty in the 

service of the tent of meeting.  

¶ Their service was limited from the age of 25 to 50. 

o Melchizedek has no record of following another ï or being succeeded by another 

Á His term starts and stops without condition of age  

Á The record stipulates nothing concerning the start and end times  

o Likewise, Christôs priestly term ï though one may argue that it ñbeganò upon his 

application of blood ï is timeless 

Á It was without beginning: 

¶ His kingdom prepared from the foundation of the world 

o Mt. 25:35, Lk 11:50, Jn 17:24, Eph 1:4) 

¶ His priesthood ï likewise so 

o 1 Peter 1:18-21 (ESV)  
18 

knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways 

inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things 

such as silver or gold, 
19 

but with the precious blood of 

Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 
20 

He 

was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was 

made manifest in the last times for the sake of you 
21 

who 

through him are believers in God, who raised him from the 

dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in 

God.  

Á It is without end  

¶ é having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but resembling 

the Son of God he continues a priest forever.  
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o ñresembling the Son of Godò points again to the point of 

these notes: 

Á Melchizedek is a type of Christ 

!ÁÒÏÎȭÓ 0ÒÉÅÓÔÈÏÏÄ ɀvs- -ÅÌÃÈÉÚÅÄÅËȭÓ  

The next major comparison is that of the Melchizedekian priesthood to that of Levitical 

priesthood. 

The point of this paragraph is that the Melchizedekian priesthood is superior to the priesthood of 

Aaron. 

Hebrews 7:4-10 (ESV)  
4 
See how great this man was to whom Abraham the patriarch gave a tenth of the spoils! 

5 
And 

those descendants of Levi who receive the priestly office have a commandment in the law to take 

tithes from the people, that is, from their brothers, though these also are descended from 

Abraham. 
6 
But this man who does not have his descent from them received tithes from Abraham 

and blessed him who had the promises. 
7 
It is beyond dispute that the inferior is blessed by the 

superior. 
8 
In the one case tithes are received by mortal men, but in the other case, by one of 

whom it is testified that he lives. 
9 
One might even say that Levi himself, who receives tithes, paid 

tithes through Abraham, 
10 

for he was still in the loins of his ancestor when Melchizedek met him.  

There are four areas where the Melchizedekian priesthood is superior: 

He Received Tithes from Outside his Ministry  

4 
See how great this man was to whom Abraham the patriarch gave a tenth of the spoils! 

5 
And 

those descendants of Levi who receive the priestly office have a commandment in the law to take 

tithes from the people, that is, from their brothers, though these also are descended from 

Abraham. 
6 
But this man who does not have his descent from them received tithes from Abraham 

¶ 4 
See how great this man was 

o ñseeò - theoreo - (theh-o-rehô-o) ï not referring to common sight ï or that 

something is seen in passing ï it means ñbeholdò or ñconsiderò 

Á This ñseeingò is a seeing that is gained by intentional, thoughtful reflection 

Á NIV notes, ñjust think how great he wasò 

Á KJV notes, ñconsider how greatò 

o This is a call to contemplate and calculate 

¶ to whom Abraham the patriarch gave a tenth of the spoils! 

o The idea here is not just that he received a tithe ï but that he received a tithe from 

Abraham ï the father of the Jewish nation 

o He goes on to note: 

Á And those descendants of Levi who receive the priestly office have a 

commandment in the law to take tithes from the people, that is, from their 

brothers, though these also are descended from Abraham 

¶ While the Levites receive tithes, he notes, these tithes are from 

their brothers. 

¶ Melchizedekôs tithe was from an outsider ï Abraham himself (of 

whom it will be noted in v.9 that the entire nation of Israel was 
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thus sharing in this tithe giving to Melchizedek- as they all were 

still in Abrahamôs loins ï so to speak) 

o This is an important distinction: 

Á Tithes were the Leviteôs inheritance, since they did 

not have an inheritance of lands. 

¶ Numbers 18:21 (ESV)  
21 
ñTo the Levites I have given every tithe in 

Israel for an inheritance, in return for their 

service that they do, their service in the tent 

of meeting,  

Á Melchizedek  was not family at all.  He had no 

inheritance in the nation of Israel (which had not yet 

been delivered to Abraham ï either in people, nor 

lands) 

Á Thus, he received outside ï and above ï the normal 

course of the tithe as Israel knew it 

o ñthe patriarchò ï the special title of Abraham  to establish the importance of this 

event; even the patriarch (not just us offspring, but the man of the promise, 

himself) gave such tithes to Melchizedek 

o ñspoilsò ï though not represented in most English translations, is a well chosen 

term: 

Á Akrothinion (ak-roth-inô-ee-on) is one of several terms used for the spoils 

of war.  However, this particular term refers to ñthe chiefò spoils ï or ñthe 

bestò of the spoils of war. 

¶ Akron is the root ï meaning ñthe uttermostò 

¶ Literally, akrothinion means ñthe top of the heapò ï or ï ñthe best 

of the treasuresò 

¶ ASV notes, ñgave a tenth out of the chief spoilsò 

¶ YLT says, ñdid give out of the best of the spoilsò 

Á This understanding is actually more on the line with tithing as it is 

understood in the law: 

¶ Tithes were given of every tenth animal, bushel, etc- without 

regard to best or worst 

¶ But, the tithe always included: 

o The firstborn 

Á Deuteronomy 14:23 (ESV)  
23 

And before the LORD your God, é you shall eat 

the tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, 

and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you 

may learn to fear the LORD your God always.  

o The firstfruits 

Á 2 Chronicles 31:5 (ESV)  
5 
As soon as the command was spread abroad, the 

people of Israel gave in abundance the firstfruits of 

grain, wine, oil, honey, and of all the produce of the 

fieldé. 
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He Blessed Abraham 

6
éthis man who does not have his descent from them received tithes from Abraham and blessed 

him who had the promises. 
7 
It is beyond dispute that the inferior is blessed by the superior. 

¶ this man who does not have his descent from them é blessed him 

o as noted ï Melchizedek was not from the lineage of Abraham ï nor was he a 

predecessor of any in Israel ï he was an outsider 

o Yet, this outsider ï blessed Abraham 

Á Thus ï he who was separate from them (and their promises) blessed them 

as one who is superior (more on that in a bit) 

¶ blessed him who had the promises  

o Melchizedek did not have the promises: 

Á To be a great nation (Israel) 

Á To be a blessing to the entire earth (through Messiahôs advent) 

Á To inherit great lands ï etc.  

o Yet ï he blessed Abraham, who did 

Á The point is made next:  that he who blesses is superior to he being 

blessed 

¶ 7
It is beyond dispute  

o This phrase means that an argument is being given to an audience to whom no 

explanation is needed 

o There is no one who would read his words that would misunderstand:  

o Or, stated another way:  ñThis is an axiomatic truthò ï a self-evident, accepted, 

well-known and unchallenged truth: 

¶ the inferior is blessed by the superior 

o that axiomatic truth was: ñthe inferior is blessed by the superiorò ï not the other 

way around 

o thus, Abraham must have been the inferior and Melchizedek must have been the 

superior ï that he blessed Abraham 

o Likewise: 

Á Isaac blessed Jacob (rather than Esau) 

Á The father always blessed his children (as patriarch) 

He Received Such Tithes Outside of the Law (or Human Lineage)  

Hebrews 7:8 (ESV)  
8 
In the one case tithes are received by mortal men, but in the other case, by one of whom it is 

testified that he lives.  

Once again this subject comes up which first was noted in chapter 5: 

Hebrews 5:6 (ESV)  
6 
as he says also in another place, ñYou are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.ò  

And relayed in ch. 6: 
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Hebrews 6:20 (ESV)  
20 

where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest forever after 

the order of Melchizedek.  

The explanation of which is here in ch. 7: 

Hebrews 7:3 (ESV)  
3 
He is without father or mother or genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, 

but resembling the Son of God he continues a priest forever.  

Once again, the idea here is not to assert that Melchizedek was without father or mother literally.  

The point is that he was not brought into the priesthood as a result of birth, as the Levites were. 

Á There is nothing known of his ancestry 

Á The point is not that his ancestry was unknown ï but that his ancestry was 

not important 

¶ He was a priest outside of the law of Moses ï and outside of 

conventional methods 

o In the one case tithes are received by mortal men 

o The law requires ancestral proof for priestly office in the case of the Levitical 

priesthood 

o in the other case, by one of whom it is testified that he lives.  

o Godôs unique calling on Melchizedek ï prior to the law ï did not require such 

Levi Himself Tithed to Melchizedek  

This is a figurative assertion of the author, of course 

Hebrews 7:9-10 (ESV)  
9 
One might even say that Levi himself, who receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, 

10 
for he 

was still in the loins of his ancestor when Melchizedek met him.  

¶ One might even say 

o kai hos ï  

Á kai ï ñandò ñalsoò ñlikewiseò 

Á hos ï ñasò ñwhenò or ñas it wereò 

o together, kai hos produces a sentiment akin to our phrase ñso to speakò or ñas it 

wereò ï indicating a figurative thought built upon the premise 

o ñone might even sayò is a perfect way to present that thought 

¶ Levi himself 

o The father of the Levite tribe 

Á Moses and Aaron were of this tribe 

Á It is the tribe that was given the task of worship ministry to the nation 

Á Levi, then, was their great father ï their patriarch 

¶ who receives tithes 

o Levi himself didnôt technically receive tithes ï as tithes were not yet instituted 

when he was alive 

o Yet, Levi receives tithes as the patriarch of the Levites ï who receive tithes 

¶ paid tithes through Abraham 
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o Abraham, his great grandfather, paid tithes to Melchizedek before Levi was born 

o Thus, he ñpaid tithes through Abrahamò 10 
for he was still in the loins of his 

ancestor when Melchizedek met him.  

This figurative argument notes that the Levites ï through Abraham ï were themselves subject to 

Melchizedek; thus confirming the Melchizedekian priesthood as superior to theirs. 

 

The Levitical Priesthood ɀvs- the Priesthood of Jesus 

The Levitical Priesthood was insufficient  

Hebrews 7:11-14 (ESV)  
11 

Now if perfection had been attainable through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people 

received the law), what further need would there have been for another priest to arise after the 

order of Melchizedek, rather than one named after the order of Aaron? 
12 

For when there is a 

change in the priesthood, there is necessarily a change in the law as well. 
13 

For the one of whom 

these things are spoken belonged to another tribe, from which no one has ever served at the altar. 
14 

For it is evident that our Lord was descended from Judah, and in connection with that tribe 

Moses said nothing about priests.  

A Rhetorical question:  

11 
Now if perfection had been attainable through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people received 

the law), what further need would there have been for another priest to arise after the order of 

Melchizedek, rather than one named after the order of Aaron? 

¶ ñperfectionò  

o Teliosis ï completion, verification (such as prophecy fulfilled), to have come to 

maturity 

Á ñperfectionò in the sense of fulfillment or completion ï not in the sense of 

righteousness or being completely given 

Á Teliosis is the noun version of telioo ï ñto make perfectò ï as used in\ 

¶ James 1:4 (ESV)  
4 
And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect 

(telios - adj) and complete, lacking in nothing.  

o For perfection to be attainable through the law means: 

Á ñthe law could bring to fruition a fulfillment of the needs of the gospelò 
(as it were) 

Á This perfection (it will be very fully revealed later) refers to the perfection 

of the soul --- salvation 

¶ ñif perfection had been attainableò ï as a rhetorical question ï mandates that perfection, 

indeed, was not attainable through the Levitical priesthood 

¶ (for under it the people received the law) 

o This phrase reveals the truly ineffective portion of the Levitical priesthood:  the 

law 
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o The point that will be made: here, and for the next half-dozen chapters, is that the 

law is insufficient for salvation on itôs own 

Á Rather, Christ had to come ï as a priest in the order of Melchizedek ï to 

fulfill the law and bring a ñnew lawò as this paragraph notes 

¶ another priest to arise after the order of Melchizedek, rather than one named after the 

order of Aaron? 

o Christ ï after the order of Melchizedek ï was needed to replace the Levitical 

priesthood ï after the order of Aaron 

Á The author will spend a great deal of time forward from this point spelling 

out that the Levitical priesthood was ineffective, powerless, and 

incomplete:  it could not forgive sins ï purify ï make right a worshipper 

¶ Thus, Christ had to come as a new priest in a new order 

A New Law Was Required 

12 
For when there is a change in the priesthood, there is necessarily a change in the law as well. 

¶ The law ï and the priesthood that administers the law ï are inseparable 

o If one is replaced (the priesthood) the other must be replaced along with it (the 

law) 

o In this case: the Mosaic law was replaced with the Law of Christ 

¶ Indeed, Christ himself noted a new law would follow him 

o He fulfilled the law of Moses 

Á Matthew 5:17 (ESV)  
17 
ñDo not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I 

have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.  

¶ To be fulfilled is to be completed ï perfected- as Hebrews noted 

¶ BUT- it was perfected by Christ ï the priest after the order of 

Melchizedek ï not an Aaronic priest 

o He brought a new law ï in grace through faith ï with him 

Á Galatians 2:16 (ESV)  
16 

yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but 

through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in 

order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because 

by works of the law no one will be justified.  

Á Romans 8:1-2 (ESV)  
1 
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus. 
2 
For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus 

from the law of sin and death.  

Á 2 Corinthians 3:5-6 (ESV)  
5 
Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from 

us, but our sufficiency is from God, 
6 
who has made us competent to be 

ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the 

letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.  

Á Romans 7:4 (ESV)  
4 
Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of 
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Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised 

from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God.  

Á Romans 10:4 (ESV)  
4 
For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who 

believes.  

Á Galatians 3:23-26 (ESV)  
23 

Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned 

until the coming faith would be revealed. 
24 

So then, the law was our 

guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. 
25 

But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, 
26 

for in 

Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.  

¶ The former law ï the law of Moses ï required that every sin be covered a the blood of 

bulls and goats (Heb. ch 9-10) 

o Christ fulfilled that law by his own atonement 

o He instituted the law of the spirit ï or the law of Christ ï by which we are saved 

by grace in Christ ïnot by works of the Mosaic law  

A New Priestly Line was Required  

13 
For the one of whom these things are spoken belonged to another tribe, from which no one has ever 

served at the altar. 
14 

For it is evident that our Lord was descended from Judah, and in connection with 

that tribe Moses said nothing about priests. 

¶ ñthe one of whom these things are spokenò 

o Referring back to Psalm 110 

Á Psalm 110:4 (ESV)  
4 
The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind, ñYou are a priest 

forever after the order of Melchizedek.ò  

o This ñoneò prophesied is Christ 

¶ ñbelonged to another tribeò 

o He was not of the tribe of Levite 

o He was not of the order of Aaron 

¶ ñfrom which no one has ever served at the altarò 

o None from another tribe had ever dared attempt it 

o Even Levites had been struck dead (as were Aaronôs own sons) for approaching 

the Lord in an improper manner 

¶ ñFor it is evident that our Lord was descended from Judahò 

o Indeed, Jesus was from the kingly line ï Judah ï not a priestly line of Levi 

o Thus, the priest in the order of Melchizedek is made clear: 

Á A king who was a priest 

Á One of the line of Judah who served at the altar 

The Levitical Priesthood was Temporary  

Hebrews 7:15-19 (ESV)  
15 

This becomes even more evident when another priest arises in the likeness of Melchizedek, 
16 

who has become a priest, not on the basis of a legal requirement concerning bodily descent, but 



90 | P a g e 

 

by the power of an indestructible life. 
17 
For it is witnessed of him, ñYou are a priest forever, after 

the order of Melchizedek.ò 
18 

For on the one hand, a former commandment is set aside because of 

its weakness and uselessness 
19 

(for the law made nothing perfect); but on the other hand, a better 

hope is introduced, through which we draw near to God.  

¶ ñthis becomes even more evidentò 

o ñthisò that he refers to is the argument from the paragraph above: 

Á That a new priest (and law) was required to replace the old 

Á Specifically: 

¶ Hebrews 7:11 (ESV)  
11 

Now if perfection had been attainable through the Levitical 

priesthood (for under it the people received the law), what further 

need would there have been for another priest to arise after the 

order of Melchizedek, rather than one named after the order of 

Aaron?  

¶ Obviously the need did exist for ñanother priest to ariseò 

o ñanotherò is the same term used in v.11 (above) ñanother priestò 

Á Heteros ï ñanotherò ñdifferentò ñdis-similar otherò 

Á Another Gk. term for ñanotherò is allos 

¶ Allos indicates ñanother of the same kindò 

o i.e. Iôd like another rib 

¶ heteros indicates ñanother of a different kindò 

o i.e. Iôd like another entre (besides the ribs) 

o This is the prefix for our terms 

Á Heterosexual- (another of a different kind of sex) 

Á Heterodoxy ï another of a different kind of truth 

o This ñotherò had to be a different kind of priest:  

Á One who could fulfill and make perfect those who come to worship  

¶ This ñotherò priest had ñbecome a priest, not on the basis of a legal requirement 

concerning bodily descent, but by the power of an indestructible lifeò 

o Levitical priests followed a bloodline 

o This priest (Christ) became so by the power of an indestructible life 

Á He was crucified ï and he rose 

¶ Killed for sins 

o Hebrews 2:9 (ESV)  
9 
But we see him who for a little while was made lower than 

the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor 

because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of 

God he might taste death for everyone.  

¶ Lives to intervene for men (point being made next) 

o Hebrews 7:25 (ESV)  
25 

Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those 

who draw near to God through him, since he always lives 

to make intercession for them.  

o The author is pointing our attention to the eternality of 

Christôs priesthood ï he is not replaced on death like the 

Aaronic priests ï but he lives ñforeverò 
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The Law Was Set Aside 

18 
For on the one hand, a former commandment is set aside because of its weakness and uselessness 

19 
(for 

the law made nothing perfect) 

¶ ña former commandment is set asideò 

o ñformerò ï the command of the law of Moses 

o ñset asideò  

Á Athetesis (ath-etô-ay-sis) ï ñannulledò lit. ñto be made invalidò ï expired 

¶ Two reasons given: 

o ñbecause of its weaknessò 

Á The law was weak because it did not impart the ability for man to 

overcome his sin ï and overcome his need for the same law that 

condemned him (more on this later as well) 

o ñand (because of) uselessnessò 

Á ñuselessnessò ï anopheles (an-o-felô-ace) ï unprofitable ï incapable to 

complete --- not ñuselessò in the sense that it has no function, but ñuselessò 

for a prescribed function (to save) ï [unprofitable seems a better 

translational term] 

¶ The law is ñuselessò in the sense of it not being able to impart 
eternal life 

¶ Rather, however, it pointed us to Christ ï that he may impart 

eternal life 

o Rom 3:20 says ñthrough the law comes knowledge of sinò 

o Galatians 3:24 (ESV)  
24 

So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in 

order that we might be justified by faith.  

¶ (thus, the law isnôt ñuselessò in that it has no function ï just in the 

act of saving ï as explained next) 

o Explanation:  ñ(for the law made nothing perfect)ò 

Á Or ï the law did not function to bring maturity, completion 

¶ Telioo ï verb of teliosis (from v. 11) 

Á Weôre back where we started 

¶ V11 notes ñif perfection had been attainable through the Levitical 
priesthoodò (another priest would not be needed) 

¶ V19 notes again, ñfor the law made nothing perfectò 

Hebrews 7:19 (ESV)  
19 
é but on the other hand, a better hope is introduced, through which we draw near to God.  

¶ (on one hand ï the previous law was set aside) 

¶ On this ñother handò  

o ña better hope is introducedò 

Á That is, Christ, instead of Levi 

Á The law of Christ instead of the law of Moses 

o ñthrough which we draw near to Godò 

Á He will develop this much more in the following chapters 
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¶ This hope is 

o Eternally binding (the law was replaced) 

o Perfecting (where the law did not perfect) 

o Saves (where the law brought condemnation) 

The Levitical Priesthood was Changeable (the New Priesthood is not)  

By 'ÏÄȭÓ /ÁÔÈ 

Hebrews 7:20-22 (ESV)  
20 

And it was not without an oath. For those who formerly became priests were made such without 

an oath, 
21 
but this one was made a priest with an oath by the one who said to him: ñThe Lord has 

sworn and will not change his mind, óYou are a priest forever.ô ò 
22 

This makes Jesus the 

guarantor of a better covenant.  

¶ The Aaronic priests were made as such without an oath which guaranteed their enduring 

role as priests 

o Priests died ï and were thus replaced 

o They became priests because of their lineage ï not a promise; thus they could also 

be undone as priests 

¶ Christ ï as high priest ï became such with an oath: 

o ñThe Lord has sworn and will not change his mind, óYou are a priest forever.ô ò 

Á ñThe Lord has swornò ï indicates the oath being taken.  Such an oath can 

never be changed.  Christ is eternally a priest after the order of 

Melchizedek 

Á ñwill not change his mindò ï indicates that He (even if he could change 

the nature of his oath) would not make a change in His will.  It is His 

choice ï his oath ï his mindset; Christ is a priest forever 

Á ñyou are a priest foreverò ï the nature of the oath; Christ will eternally be 

high priest 

 

"Ù 4ÈÅ .ÁÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ %ÔÅÒÎÁÌ 2ÕÌÅ 

Hebrews 7:23-25 (ESV)  
23 

The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from 

continuing in office, 
24 

but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. 
25 

Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since 

he always lives to make intercession for them.  

¶ Former priests died ï and were replaced:  
23 

The former priests were many in number, 

because they were prevented by death from continuing in office 

o From Aaron to Phannias ben Samuel were about 86 priests.   

o Each, according to this text, had a particular disqualification from being eternal 

priest:  they died and were thus ñprevented by death from continuing office.ò 

¶ ñbut he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever.ò 

o Christ ï at the right hand of the Father ï lives eternally; forever carrying out his 

work 
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¶ ñconsequentlyò ï or ï ñas a result of this truthò 

¶ ñhe is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he 
always lives to make intercession for them.ò 

o ñsave to the uttermostò ï lit. ñsave to completionò ï the idea of saving perfectly 

for all time  

o ñsinceò ï the reason because he can save completely 

o ñhe always lives to make intercession for themò 

Á Fascinating statement: 

¶ Hebrews teaches us that Christôs blood perfectly cleanses and 
eternally washes us from sin 

o Hebrews 9:12 (ESV)  
12 

he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means 

of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own 

blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.  

o Hebrews 10:12 (ESV)  
12 

But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice 

for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God,  

¶ Here, however, it is noted that Christ lives that he may always 

make intercession 

o Throughout a personôs lifetime ï while they continue to 

sin: 

Á In the old days ï  

¶ sacrifices were continually offered 

¶ priests continually made provision 

¶ new blood was spilt by new priests 

Á but now 

¶ Christ gave his one-time blood 

¶ He remains priest eternally that he can 

always make intercession ï until such a time 

when sin is no more 

Hebrews 7:26-28 (ESV)  
26 

For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, unstained, 

separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 
27 

He has no need, like those high priests, 

to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those of the people, since he did this 

once for all when he offered up himself. 
28 

For the law appoints men in their weakness as high 

priests, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been 

made perfect forever.  

¶ Christôs nature: 

o Holy ï set apart for Godôs use alone 

o Innocent ï lit. not corrupted-  as by sin 

o Unstained ï a similar sentiment; unsoiled - undefiled 

o Separated from sinners ï the idea of holiness from a human perspective ï he was 

set apart for Godôs sole use; and as such, very distinct from sinful humanity- who 

were condemned 
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o Exalted above the heavens ï referring to Christ as glorified, resurrected and 

eternally preserved 

¶ As such: ñhe has no needéto offer sacrifices dailyò 

o Daily sacrifices were offered as a continual reminder of sins  

o ñfirst for his own sinsò ï referring more to the special sacrifices than the daily 

ones 

o ñthen for those of the peopleò 

Á As in Yom Kippur; a bull for the priest and a goat for the people 

¶ Distinct from human priests: 

o ñthe law appoints men in their weakness as high priestsò 

Á They are sinful (and have to sacrifice for themselves) 

Á They die (and have to hand their ministry to others) 

o ñbut the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has 
been made perfect forever.ò 

Á The point of it all: the oath made for a better priest 

¶ Perfect ï (sinless, not requiring his own sacrifice) 

¶ Forever ï (requiring no replacement ï but sealed with Godôs oath 

that he would be permanent) 

 

Christ as Anti -type of Levitical Priesth ood 
Reminder: from our study on Biblical Interpretation:  

Type/Antitype:  (as in typology):  a prophet introduces a prophecy concerning an event, person, 

etc, which is thought fulfilled, but later revealed by scripture to have been prophetically 

typographical in nature. (a form of something to be revealed later) 

A later event (the anti-type) frequently pertains to Christ and/or one of his comings 

Anti-types also frequently develop ñforeshadowingò theologies of the earlier ñtypeò 

Types and Anti-types are not only relevant in prophecy.  There are also types seen in the Law, 

such as Melchizedek as a type of Christ (what weôve been discussing) and Aaron as a type of 

Christ:  these men were shadows of Christ, who was to come later and fulfill the total nature of 

what they began. 

 

Hebrews 8:1-7 (ESV)  
1 
Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is seated at the 

right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 
2 
a minister in the holy places, in the true tent 

that the Lord set up, not man. 
3 
For every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; 

thus it is necessary for this priest also to have something to offer. 
4 
Now if he were on earth, he 

would not be a priest at all, since there are priests who offer gifts according to the law. 
5 
They 

serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things. For when Moses was about to erect the tent, he 

was instructed by God, saying, ñSee that you make everything according to the pattern that was 

shown you on the mountain.ò 
6 
But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more 
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excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better promises. 
7 
For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion to look for a 

second.  

 

He Ministers Before the True Tent  

1 
Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is seated at the 

right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 
2 
a minister in the holy places, in the true tent 

that the Lord set up, not man. 

we have such a high priest, one who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty  

¶ High priest:  the priest that offered the final blood payment at Yom Kippur 

o This priest was the final offering of blood for the people in a given year 

o This priest was the only person allowed to enter the Holy of Holies and offer 

blood 

o This priest had to offer sacrifices for himself, then the people 

Á But, as was demonstrated in Ch. 7, Christ did not have to do such  

o Christ, as high priest, also noted in Ch. 7, is eternally alive to intercede 

¶ Seated at the right hand 

o This phrase comes from: 

Á Hebrews 1:3 (ESV)  
3 
He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his 

nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After 

making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 

on high,  

Á It is also used in 10:12, and 12:2 

o Seated ï a unique position for a high priest. 

Á Normally, the priest never sits.  His entire ministry is conducted while 

standing, and there was always more work to do: 

¶ His work was never complete ï because there were always new 

sins to atone for 

¶ His work was never complete ï because the offerings never 

ceased, but went night and day, 24/7 

¶ There was no place in the Temple for the priest to sit down during 

his routine 

Á But, when Christ finished his work, he sat down at the right hand of God, 

as noted in 1:3 (above) 

¶ This symbolized: 

o His work was complete 

o The sacrifice was final 

o All requirements of the law were fulfilled 

o The ñright handò is the position next to a monarch of supreme honor and power 

Á To stand at the right hand was a great honor 

Á To sit at his right hand was the ultimate honor:  
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¶ Ascribing all power, authority, dominion and reign of the monarch 

to He who is seated at the right hand. 

¶ This position is that of full agreement with the monarch  

Á This phrase, thus notes Christ as God ï one in purpose, in power, in word, 

and in authority 

¶ throne of the Majesty in heaven 

o the ñthroneò is the seat of power ï just as the right hand of the throne is the full 

semblance of that power 

Á the throne indicates the center of Godôs presence 

¶ while God is omnipresent; he has a throne in Heaven that signifies 

his presence 

¶ this same idea was incorporated into Temple worship as God ï 

who is omnipresent ï placed his name into the Holy of Holies in 

the temple. 

o 2 Chronicles 6:20 (NIV)  
20 

May your eyes be open toward this temple day and night, 

this place of which you said you would put your Name 

there. May you hear the prayer your servant prays toward 

this place.  

o 2 Chronicles 7:11-16 (NIV)  
11 

When Solomon had finished the temple of the LORD and 

the royal palace, and had succeeded in carrying out all he 

had in mind to do in the temple of the LORD and in his own 

palace, 
12 

the LORD appeared to him at night and said: "I 

have heard your prayer and have chosen this place for 

myself as a temple for sacrifices. 
13 

"When I shut up the 

heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to 

devour the land or send a plague among my people, 
14 

if my 

people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves 

and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked 

ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin 

and will heal their land. 
15 

Now my eyes will be open and 

my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place. 
16 

I 

have chosen and consecrated this temple so that my Name 

may be there forever. My eyes and my heart will always be 

there.  

Á This throne is the location of ñthe true tentò (shortly) ï where Godôs 

presence is in Heaven ï of which the earthly Temple was a shadow and a 

copy (more on that in following chapters) 

o Majesty 

Á Capitalized in every translation I read 

Á This term, megalosyne (meg-a-lo-sooô-nay), is most often used of God 

himself 

¶ It is an indirect Jewish term for God 

o Heaven 

Á In this case, the third heaven; the place of Godôs throne 
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Á The point being:  all of the work done by the local priest ï Christ 

performed in Heaven before Godôs  

a minister in the holy places,  

¶ Referring to Christ as a high priest ï he who ministers in the holy places 

¶ In this case, ñthe holy placesò are ñthe true tentò  

in the true tent  

¶ Clearly, as opposed to the physical Temple 

o The ñtrue tentò is one of numerous notes in Hebrews that:  

Á the work of the earthy priest was a shadow and a copy (or a type) of the 

work that Christ fulfilled 

Á the Temple (or Tabernacle) itself was a shadow and copy (or a type) of the 

ñtrue tentò ï  

¶ in the Earthly Temple, God placed his Name 

¶ in the Heavenly Temple, Godôs full glory appeared  

¶ The true tent was the antithesis of the ñcopyò tent 

that the Lord set up, not man. 

¶ The ñtrue tentò is that of Heaven; where Godôs presence is exalted 

¶ The ñcopyò tent (v5) is the tabernacle, or Temple 

¶ The ñtrue tentò was set up by the Lord, himself 

¶ The ñcopyò tent was built by Moses  

He Ministers a Better, Faultless Covenant  

3 
For every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; thus it is necessary for this priest 

also to have something to offeré.(discourse on the nature of the ñcopyò tent)é  
6 
But as it is, 

Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than the old as the covenant he 

mediates is better, since it is enacted on better promises. 
7 
For if that first covenant had been 

faultless, there would have been no occasion to look for a second.  

For every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices 

¶ This is the job of high priest: to ñoffer gifts and sacrificesò 

o ñgiftsò ï free will offerings  

Á Consisted of meal, wine and/or blood offerings 

Á Given voluntarily in worship: 

¶ As opposed to being required for the covering of sins (as sacrifices 

were) 

¶ Representing  

o personal dedication 

o commitment 

o thanksgiving 
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¶ these gifts were sacrificial in the sense that they cost the giver ï 

but not in the sense that they produced a covering for sin 

o 2 Chronicles 5:6 (ESV) (after completion of the Temple) 
6 
And King Solomon and all the congregation of Israel, who 

had assembled before him, were before the ark, sacrificing 

so many sheep and oxen that they could not be counted or 

numbered.  

o Also, immediately after crowned, and just prior to the Lord 

asking him ñAsk what I shall give to you,ò  

Á 2 Chronicles 1:6 (ESV)  
6 
And Solomon went up there to the bronze altar 

before the LORD, which was at the tent of meeting, 

and offered a thousand burnt offerings on it.  

o ñofferingsò ï required blood offerings for the covering of sins 

Á Daily Sacrifice:  one male lamb, morning and evening 

Á Weekly Sabbath Sacrifice:  two male lambs + daily sacrifices 

Á New Moon Sacrifice: Two young bulls, One Ram, Seven male lambs (plus 

daily, and Sabbath if it happened to be a Sabbath) 

Á Yearly 

¶ Passover: 2 bulls, 1 ram, 7 male lambs, one extra lamb on day 2, + 

regular offerings --- every day of passover 

¶ Feast of Pentecost: 2 bulls, 1 ram, 7 lambs, + regular 

¶ Feast of Trumpets: 2 bulls, 1 ram, 7 lambs, + regular 

¶ Yom Kippur: 2 bulls, 1 ram, 7 lambs,  

o Plus the yearly sin offering: 1 male goat, 1 bull (for priest), 

two goats for the nation (one was scapegoat) 

¶ Feast of Tabernacles:  

o Day 1: 13 bulls, 2 rams, 14 lambs, one goat 

o Day 2:  12 bulls, 2 rams, 14 lambs, one goat 

o Day 3:  11 bulls, 2 rams, 14 lambs, one goat 

o Day 4:  10 bulls, 2 rams, 14 lambs, one goat 

o Day 5:  9 bulls, 2 rams, 14 lambs, one goat 

o Day 6:  8 bulls, 2 rams, 14 lambs, one goat 

o Day 7:  7 bulls, 2 rams, 14 lambs, one goat 

o Day 8:  1 bull, 1 ram, 7 lambs, one goat 

Á All in all for the year: 

¶ 116 Bulls, 37 Rams, 32 Goats, 1,082 Lambs 

¶ Does not include personal offerings for: 

o Cleansing & ceremonial rites 

o Passover --- etc. 

thus it is necessary for this priest also to have something to offer 

o He did not elaborate, but had earlier, and would again later: 

o Hebrews 7:27 (ESV)  
27 

He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own 
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sins and then for those of the people, since he did this once for all when he offered 

up himself.  

o Hebrews 10:12 (ESV)  
12 

But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down 

at the right hand of God,  

6 
But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than the old as the covenant he 

mediates is better, since it is enacted on better promises. 
7 
For if that first covenant had been faultless, 

there would have been no occasion to look for a second.  

a ministry that is as much more excellent than the old 

o Because: 

o it is enacted on better promises. 

o These promises are: (a primer on what was established thus far) 

Á Full remission of sins by one sacrificial act 

Á An eternal high priest appointed by an oath from God (rather than 

birthright)  

Á A sinless priest ï who did not need to sacrifice for himself; only others 

For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion to look for a second.  

o A restatement of what has already been established: 

o The former covenant was incapable of perfection in the remission of sins 

He is leading up to the point that: the old covenant was a type of the new to come in Christ.  It 

was never intended to be the final covenant, but was a type which pointed to Christ. 

He had begun ï but not finished ï that point in v.4  

He Ministers the True Covenant, Rather Than the Type  

4 
Now if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, since there are priests who offer gifts 

according to the law. 
5 
They serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things. For when Moses 

was about to erect the tent, he was instructed by God, saying, ñSee that you make everything 

according to the pattern that was shown you on the mountain.ò 

Type ï the Levitical Law Anti-type: Christ, as fulfillment of the law 

Now if he were on earth, he would not be a 

priest at all, since there are priests who offer 

gifts according to the law. 

o He was after the order of Melchizedek 

ï not Aaron (wrong lineage) 

o They offered gifts according to the law 

ï but Christ fulfilled the law by 

offering one sacrifice for all times ï a 

better gift for a better covenant 

They serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly 

things
 

o Christ serves the true tent: 

o 2 
a minister in the holy places, 

in the true tent that the Lord set 
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up, not man. 

o His sacrifice was placed (we will see in 

ch. 9-10) in Heaven ï not in a place 

designed after the temple in Heaven 

For when Moses was about to erect the tent, he 

was instructed by God, saying, ñSee that you 

make everything according to the pattern that 

was shown you on the mountain.ò 

o These instructions were to be followed 

precisely, because ï as the author will 

reveal in ch. 9-10 ï the earthly temple 

was a copy of the true one in Heaven. 

The First Covenant Was to be Replaced by a Second 

Hebrews 8:6-7 (ESV)  
6 
But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than the old as the 

covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better promises.  
7 
For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion to look for a 

second.  

Christôs ministry is as much more excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is better 

¶ Christôs ministry ï the antithesis of ñthe oldò ministry 

¶ Thus, his covenant the antithesis of ñthe oldò covenant 

¶ Hence: 

o Christôs ministry and covenant are ñthe newò 

The assertion:   For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion 

to look for a second. 

¶ As eluded to earlier, the Old Covenant: 

o Was built on temporary conditions (human worship, priests, etc) 

o Was centered around an earthly ñcopyò temple (not a heavenly ñtrueò temple) 

o Had a temporary and continual sacrifice required (instead of Christôs one time for 
all sacrifice) 

¶ This covenant was not permanent:  it was to be replaced at a future time 

 

Hebrews 8:8-12 (ESV)  
8 
For he finds fault with them when he says: ñBehold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, 

when I will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah,  
9 
not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to 

bring them out of the land of Egypt. For they did not continue in my covenant, and so I showed no 

concern for them, declares the Lord.  
10 

For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the 

Lord: I will put my laws into their minds, and write them on their hearts, and I will be their God, 

and they shall be my people.  
11 

And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor and each one his brother, saying, óKnow the 

Lord,ô for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest.  
12 
For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no more.ò  
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¶ The ñfaultò ï that a new covenant was to be produced 

o The old covenant could not have been perfect if another was to replace it 

o It was instead, prophetic and typical: the fulfillment and antitype of it would be 

Christ 

¶ A ñnew covenantò is prophesied: 

o ñBehold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will establish a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judahò 

Á To be disclosed in ñdays (that) are comingò 

Á ña new covenantò will be established 

¶ A different covenant: 

o 9 
not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them 

by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt.  

¶ The reasons for a different covenant: 

o For they did not continue in my covenant, and so I showed no concern for them, 

declares the Lord. 

Á This was not a surprise.  God always knew that a new covenant would be 

produced, for no one would be able to keep the old one 

¶ Romans 3:19-22 (ESV)  
19 

Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who 

are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the 

whole world may be held accountable to God.  
20 

For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his 

sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.  
21 

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart 

from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to 

itð  
22 

the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 

believe. For there is no distinction:  

¶ Galatians 3:10-14 (ESV)  
10 

For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is 

written, ñCursed be everyone who does not abide by all things 

written in the Book of the Law, and do them.ò  
11 

Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law, 

for ñThe righteous shall live by faith.ò  
12 
But the law is not of faith, rather ñThe one who does them shall 

live by them.ò  
13 

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a 

curse for usðfor it is written, ñCursed is everyone who is hanged 

on a treeòð  
14 

so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to 

the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit through 

faith.  

¶ Galatians 3:15-20 (ESV)  
15 

To give a human example, brothers: even with a man-made 

covenant, no one annuls it or adds to it once it has been ratified.  
16 

Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It 
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does not say, ñAnd to offsprings,ò referring to many, but referring 

to one, ñAnd to your offspring,ò who is Christ.  
17 

This is what I mean: the law, which came 430 years afterward, 

does not annul a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to 

make the promise void.  
18 

For if the inheritance comes by the law, it no longer comes by 

promise; but God gave it to Abraham by a promise.  
19 

Why then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until 

the offspring should come to whom the promise had been made, 

and it was put in place through angels by an intermediary.  
20 

Now an intermediary implies more than one, but God is one.  

o Thus, the new covenant was Godôs plan all along: 

Á The law would produce sin by manôs inability to fulfill it  

Á Christ would fulfill it and offer grace through his work to sinful man 

¶ The nature of the new law: 

o 10 
For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 

days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws into their minds, and write them on 

their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 

Á This refers to the indwelling holy spirit: 

¶ 2 Corinthians 3:3 (ESV)  
3 
And you show that you are a letter from Christ delivered by us, 

written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on 

tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.  

¶ The fulfillment of the new covenant: (future) 

o 11 
And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor and each one his brother, 

saying, óKnow the Lord,ô for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 

greatest. 

Á Referring to a national regeneration of Israel 

¶ Zechariah 12:10 (ESV)  
10 
ñAnd I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem a spirit of grace and pleas for mercy, so that, when they 

look on me, on him whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for 

him, as one mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly over him, 

as one weeps over a firstborn.  

¶ Romans 11:25-27 (ESV)  
25 

Lest you be wise in your own sight, I want you to understand this 

mystery, brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until 

the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.  
26 
And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written, ñThe 

Deliverer will come from Zion, he will banish ungodliness from 

Jacobò;  
27 
ñand this will be my covenant with them when I take away their 

sins.ò  

o The new covenant came to Israel- but she rejected Christ by and large. 

Á Gentiles have also been given this new covenant 
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Á The ñtimes of the gentilesò will endure until Israelôs restoration 
immediately prior to the return of Christ to rule over Israel (& the earth) 

o THUS:  we who are in Christ are partakers of this new covenant now 

¶ The nature of the new covenant: 

o 12 
For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no 

more.ò 

Á Distinct from the Old Testament understanding of atonement: ñto cover 

sinsò 

Á This atonement is permanently binding:  ñI will remember their sins no 
moreò 

Hebrews 8:13 (ESV)  
13 

In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete 

and growing old is ready to vanish away.  

The old covenant was replaced.  It has become obsolete. 

¶ No one is saved via animal sacrifices in the temple, with human priests, and temporary 

blood atonement. 

¶ One is only saved via the new covenant: 

o Christ, the new high priest 

o His blood, the new blood of atonement 

Á Given on a heavenly altar 

Á Eternally binding for salvation 

Á Given once, for all times, for all people as a sacrifice for sins 

A Better Temple (Tabernacle)  

Furnishings of the Earthly Temple  

Hebrews 9:1-5 (ESV)  
1 
Now even the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly place of holiness.  

2 
For a tent was prepared, the first section, in which were the lampstand and the table and the 

bread of the Presence. It is called the Holy Place.  
3 
Behind the second curtain was a second section called the Most Holy Place,  

4 
having the golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with gold, in 

which was a golden urn holding the manna, and Aaronôs staff that budded, and the tablets of the 

covenant.  
5 
Above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot 

now speak in detail.  

Regulation  

1 
Now even the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly place of holiness. 

¶ ñfirst covenantò ï the OT law of Moses 

¶ ñregulationsò ï the author is being very general, here, knowing that he speaks to a Jewish 

audience which would know of what he speaks.   
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¶ ñearthly place of holinessò ï the temple (or tabernacle) was designated as THE place 

whereby God would meet with man concerning sin.   

o With the advent of the law of Moses came requirements for a portable tabernacle 

which would serve as this meeting place until the temple would be built. 

o It is only on this ñplace of holinessò ï this dedicated ground ï that God would 

meet with man and receive blood sacrifice for atonement. 

The Physical Layout  

The First Section:  The Holy Place 

2 
For a tent was prepared, the first section, in which were the lampstand and the table and the bread of 

the Presence. It is called the Holy Place. 

¶ ñtent was preparedò ï speaking of the years prior to the temple.  The tabernacle was 

portable; the temple was the Lordôs permanent place of worship until destroyed. 

¶ ñthe first sectionò ï ñit is called the Holy Placeò 

o ñin which were the lampstandò 

Á ñlampstandò ï Heb. menorah ï  

¶  
o This is a photo of the authentic reproduction menorah at the 

Temple Institute.   

Á Exodus 25:31-40 (ESV)  
31 
ñYou shall make a lampstand of pure gold. The lampstand shall be 

made of hammered work: its base, its stem, its cups, its calyxes, and its 

flowers shall be of one piece with it.  
32 

And there shall be six branches going out of its sides, three branches of 

the lampstand out of one side of it and three branches of the lampstand out 

of the other side of it;  
33 

three cups made like almond blossoms, each with calyx and flower, on 

one branch, and three cups made like almond blossoms, each with calyx 

and flower, on the other branchðso for the six branches going out of the 

lampstand.  
34 

And on the lampstand itself there shall be four cups made like almond 

blossoms, with their calyxes and flowers,  
35 

and a calyx of one piece with it under each pair of the six branches 


